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What's Happening at St. Mark’s 
Announcements  -  December 28, 2025

  

From Parish Leadership & Staff  	Comment by Bulletin Coordinator: I still need to update with anything that comes in Tues pm.

@youthdirector@stmarks.net  anything to add?

1. A Note About Pledges and the Annual Meeting					           [12/28]
Thank you to everyone who has pledged for 2026. We are only 33 pledges from our goal of 300 pledging units! (Units can be families, couples, or singles.) There is now a list of pledging members up in the foyer of the church near the welcome desk. This list also serves as the membership who will be eligible to vote in our annual business meeting on February 8th. Please check that your name appears there correctly! If you intend to pledge with your spouse, please ensure that their name is listed as well. That will avoid any confusion and hurt feelings when the meeting comes around. Note that the list was last updated on 12/21 and will next be updated on 1/4. If you have any questions or corrections, contact Rev. Caitlin at caitlin[at]stmarks.net. You can still pledge at https://bit.ly/4oJ00n1. 

2. Vestry Notes from Randy Marks, Vestry Clerk    						[12/21]
The Vestry’s “December” meeting will be on January 6 (to avoid the holidays), at 7 PM, in person and via Zoom.  The regular January meeting is on January 27, at 7 PM, in person and via Zoom.  Contact me at clerk[at]stmarks.net with questions or to attend a meeting.  See the website for Vestry members and meeting minutes. https://shorturl.at/iMRxw

The Parish will gather for the Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 8, at noon, after our on morning service at 10 AM.   The minutes of the February 2, 2025, Annual Meeting (which the Vestry has approved) are here https://tinyurl.com/STM25AnnualMeeting. At its June meeting, the Vestry proposed several amendments to the Parish By-Laws for consideration at the February 8 Annual Meeting.  This notice has the proposed changes and their rationale.  


Service and Social Justice

Step into SSJ. View our volunteer opportunities page www.stmarks.net/socialjustice

X. Next Incarceration Justice [IJ] Meeting Scheduled for Jan 13, 2026 7:00 p.m.     [12/28]

This will be a zoom meeting.  If you are already on the IJ mailing list, you'll receive the zoom link a few days ahead and the day of the meeting.  

If you are curious about this work and would like to be added to our list, please send an email to Jan Lipscomb, at incarcerationjustice[at]stmarks.net   

We will begin planning for our next event, which will be an interactive art workshop, with returned citizen artists.  

Many, many thanks to all of you and the St. Mark's community for the many contributions to the Christmas baskets for our adopted family.  In collaboration with the Returning Citizens Assistance Network [RCAN], we provided gifts and food cards for a family of 5, including requested toys, books, clothing, and donated, refurbished bicycles (for the 4- and 10-year-old children).  

3. Save the Date: Navajoland Initiative “Sugarcane” Film Screening 			  [11/30]
On Saturday, January 24th, St. Mark’s Navajoland Initiative will present the film “Sugarcane” in the Nave. This award-winning feature documentary investigates one Indian residential school, shedding light on years of forced separation, assimilation and abuse that Indigenous children experienced at the hands of churches and governments. Mark your calendars and plan to join us from 7-9pm for a thought-provoking evening. 
For more information or to join the organizing team, contact Jan Lipscomb (juanita.lipscomb[at]gmail.com) or Steve Dalzell (dalzellsr[at]gmail.com)  

Worship

4. Acolyte Training  											  [12/7]
Children 8 years and older and adults are welcome to join the corps...Youth generally serve at 9 and adults at 11:15 yet we're flexible! (Adults training for funeral service should attend this session)...The training will be on Sunday, February 1, from 1 pm to 2:30 pm in the Nave. You must be present! Please contact the coordinator to let her know you are coming: dmburton21[at]gmail.com with questions


Parish Life & Diocesan Events 

5. Faith in Democracy Interfaith Concert Jan 6 						[12/21]
The Episcopal Diocese of Washington is cosponsoring the first ever Faith in Democracy Interfaith Concert! Come hear music based on multiple faiths and sacred scripture as we help people of ALL faith traditions counter growing partisan polarization in America. Let's reclaim January 6 (aka the Feast of the Epiphany) each year as a day of hope, light and unity. Featuring reflections by the Episcopal coordinator of SE DC the Rev. Melanie Mullen.
Music from the Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, Sikh, Jewish, Baha'i and Christian faiths. 

Venue: Lutheran Reformation DC 212 East Capitol Street NE
Date and Time: Tuesday, January 6, 2026, 5:00 – 6:30 PM 

Tickets: Get your free Eventbrite Ticket https://faithinpeaceconcerts.org/
For 5pm Livestream: https://www.youtube.com/@faithinpeaceconcerts


 (* next to the date denotes that this announcement has been updated)

Do you have an announcement for St. Mark’s? 

Submit announcements of 150 words or less to bulletin[at]stmarks.net by 5 pm Tuesday 
for inclusion that Friday. They run for three weeks unless we hear from you. 
Each must include a parishioner’s name and email. 
If using a QR code, also provide the underlying link.

To include your event: email parishadmin[at]stmarks.net for the calendar, 
website[at]stmarks.net for the website, 
or complete the form (shorturl.at/vaXg7) by Tuesday night for a spoken announcement.
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