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Welcome to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church✠ Capitol Hill

✠✠✠

To view the parish calendar online, please visit our homepage www.stmarks.net and click
“Calendar” at the top.

Hearing – Infrared headsets providing ampli�ed sound are in the tract racks by the doors,
or ask an usher.

✠✠✠

A Note from Advent I Liturgy Group

Assume an Advent Posture: An Awareness of the SacredWithin Us. Keep Awake. Be ready.
The �rst Sunday in Advent calls us to cultivate and nurture a sacred awareness in our lives.
Mark’s Gospel signals hope, telling us that “the Son of Man” is coming to dispel the
darkness of the world and that we need to keep alert and be ready for his arrival. Our
faithful response is to look for and be aware of the sacred beauty and blessings, big and
small, in the world around us. We must let go of impatience and anxiety on our way to the
unknown, trusting that God is at work within us and his timing is not our own.

Cover Image: Painting by Penny Farley

✠✠✠

Land AcknowledgementWe acknowledge with respect the history, spirituality, and culture
of the peoples on whose traditional territory we are located, speci�cally the Piscataway and
Nacotchtank (Anacostan) peoples. We make this acknowledgment mindful of the traumatic
events and the ongoing forces of systemic racism and oppression that forced native peoples
from their lands. We continue our commitment to learning, growing, and �nding a new
way forward for meaningful, mutual healing.
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THE LITURGY OF THEWORD

PRELUDE Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645 J.S. Bach
(Wake up, the voice calls to us) (1685-1750)

Please stand as able.

OPENING HYMN 61 Sleepers Awake! His voice astounds us Wachet auf
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OPENING SENTENCES

The Son of Man is coming, but about that day and hour no one knows,
Neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
Therefore be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.

THE COLLECT
The Holy Spirit is upon you!
And also upon you!

Let us pray:
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of our inner
confusion and limitations to the light of holiness so that we are ready to meet you.
Amen.

The Advent wreath is lighted.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

Be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. We light the �rst
candle of Advent to remind us to keep awake and be ready.

I light one candle here for hope and it is like a small lamp, lighting a bedside table with open
book, after a long day, the glow of a heart monitor in the ICU, a headlamp for a hiker on an
unfamiliar trail, or a miner down a shaft, a toddler’s paw-patrol nightlight, or
early-morning oven in a bakery.

(9:00) Children wishing to participate in Children’s Chapel may follow the leader at this time.

The people sit.

READING TheMood of Christmas and Other Celebrations Howard Thurman
May the sounds of Advent stir a longing in your people, O God. Come again to set us free
from the dullness of routine and the poverty of our imaginations. Break the patterns
which bind us to small commitments and to the stale answers we have given to questions
of no importance. Let the Advent trumpet blow, let the walls of our defenses crumble, and
make a place in our lives for the freshness of your love, well-lived in the Spirit, and still
given to all who know their need and dare receive it. Amen.

Here ends the reading.
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The people stand as able.

SEQUENCE HYMN Stay Awake Words &Music by Christopher Walker

Sung by all twice.

THE GOSPEL Mark 13:24-37

The Gospel of Jesus according to Mark.

Jesus said, “In those days, after that su�ering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will
not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens
will be shaken.

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the
earth to the ends of heaven.

“From the �g tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away
until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
not pass away.
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“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like
a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his
work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you
do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at
cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may �nd you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I
say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

The Gospel of Jesus.

SERMON The Reverend Christopher Phillips

The sermon for the 9 AM service will be delivered after the service during Sermon Seminar.

(11:15) The people stand as able.

THE AFFIRMATION

We believe that God has created us.
We believe that God is born among us.
We believe that God will always sustain us.
We believe that God calls us to bring peace, justice, and compassion into this world.
We believe that in the end of all things, God’s love shall prevail. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE excerpt fromHearts of Fire
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, SJ

Above all, trust in the slow work of God.
We are quite naturally impatient in everything to reach the end without delay.
We should like to skip the intermediate stages.
We are impatient of being on the way to something unknown, something new.

And yet it is the law of all progress
that it is made by passing through some stages of instability—
and that it may take a very long time.
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And so I think it is with you;
your ideas mature gradually—let them grow,
let them shape themselves, without undue haste.
Don’t try to force them on,
as though you could be today what time
(that is to say, grace and circumstances acting on your own good will)
will make of you tomorrow.

Only God could say what this new spirit
gradually forming within [us] will be.

We invite all to express what is in their hearts, ending with “This is my prayer.” The people
respond, “Amen.”

Together, let us pray:
Give our Lord the bene�t of believing that God’s hand is leading you, and accept the
anxiety of feeling yourself in suspense and incomplete. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of God be with you!
And also with you.

VESTRY GREETING &WELCOME

ELECTRONIC OFFERING

Please consider supporting the work of the church. You may make an online
gift, or learn about the other ways to give, by visiting the St. Mark’s website,
stmarks.net, and choosing “Donate or Pledge” at the top.

Gifts to St. Marks can also be made by texting “stmarks20003” to 73256, or
by visiting the QR code. Thank you for your generous support of our collective work.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Keep awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

OFFERTORY ANTHEM WeWait for thy loving kindness WilliamMcKie

Chancel Choir; Aaron Tucker, soloist

We wait for thy loving kindness, O God:
in the midst of thy temple. Alleluya.
O God, according to thy Name,
So is thy praise unto the world’s end.
Thy right hand is full of righteousness: Alleluya.
O Lord send us now prosperity. Amen.

Please stand as able.

PRESENTATION HYMN
LEVAS 14 Soon and Very Soon, vv. 1-2    Words &Music by Andrae Crouch
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER for Advent I Susan Flanders
O come, Emanuel, into our longing hearts.
We lift our hearts to You.

As we gather around this table
In expectation and hope.

We embrace all that is holy as we sing:  

SANCTUS S 124 FromNew Plainsong, David Hurd

In this season of waiting, of shorter, darker days, and of preparation for Christmas, we hear
of the coming of Jesus. 

Reader 1 –We hear from the prophets of God’s new straight path in the desert and of the
hoped for shepherd to feed his �ock. 

Reader 2 –We hear from John the Baptist of one coming after him, one who will baptize
with the Holy Spirit. 
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Reader 3 –We hear from Jesus of signs and omens, heralding a sudden coming of the Son
of Man, the Son of God, and we are warned to be ready. 

Reader 4 –We hear from the angel of the baby, conceived by the Holy Spirit in Mary’s
womb, who will be a king, a prince of peace who will save his people. 

As we open our hearts to this coming, and puzzle as to its meaning for us and for the world,
we can’t help but remember the rest of the story. Even as we celebrate Jesus’ birth, we
remember his life, his teachings and healings and compassion. Even as we remember the
beginning, we know well of Jesus’ su�ering and death and Resurrection.

We remember how, on the night before he died, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my body, given for you.  Do this in
remembrance of me.” 

We remember how, after supper, he took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; this is my blood poured out for you and for
everyone.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, may this bread and wine be the body and blood of Christ
for us. May we receive them as symbols of Jesus who came long ago and who comes to us
still as God’s power in our humanity to �re our hearts and minds and wills for love and
service.  Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As Jesus teaches us, we pray,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen

FRACTION ANTHEMWLP 875 Be known to us Gary James

Choir first time, then congregation.
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Soloist: The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the Body of Christ.

All repeat Refrain.

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
We recognize this as God’s table set before us and this bread and wine as God’s food for all.
Therefore, whoever we are, from wherever we have come, and whatever we believe or
do not believe, all are welcome and invited to receive. Amen!

THE COMMUNION
St. Mark’s receives communion “in the round” as a symbol of our

strong belief in the power of community.
You will be offered bread by a celebrant, and invited to drink from the common cup.

Please refrain from intincting (dipping) the host (the bread) into the wine.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
Hymn 66 Come, thou long-expected Jesus              Stuttgart
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My Lord, what a morning             Spiritual, arr. R. Lee Gilliam

Sung by the Tenors & Basses of the Chancel Choir

Refrain:My Lord, what a mornin',
When the stars begin to fall.

You'll hear the trumpet sound,
To wake the nations underground,
Looking to my God's right hand,
When the stars begin to fall. Refrain

You'll hear the sinners mourn,
To wake the nations underground,
Looking to my God's right hand,
When the stars begin to fall. Refrain

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray:
Gracious God, in this meal, you have drawn us to your heart and nourished us with
the spiritual food of Christ, to sustain us in these hours of darkness and waiting, to
prepare us for the sacred awareness of your Light in our souls and in our work in the
world. Amen.\

CLOSING HYMN  73 The King shall come when morning dawns     St. Stephen
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THE BLESSING
Life is short, and we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel
the way with us.  So be swift to love, and make haste to be kind, and the blessing of the One
who made us and loves us and goes before us be upon you and all those whom you love, this
day and always. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Prelude on St. Stephen setting by David Blackwell
(b. 1961)

✠✠✠

Sermon Seminar at 10:00 am

Announcements Please limit announcements to one minute or less.

The Sermon The Reverend Christopher Phillips

Sermon Seminar Guidelines:

1. Is what I have to say relevant to the sermon?

2. Is it meaningful? Will others care?

3. Can I make it short?

4. Will I later regret having said it?

5. Has anyone else said it?
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Liturgical Leaders and Worship Participants

Presider The Reverend Michele H. Morgan
Preacher The Reverend Christopher Phillips
Deacon The Reverend Thom Sinclair
Director of Music Je� Kempskie
Verger Josie Jordan, 9:00; Raiford Ga�ney, 11:15
Readers Gospel: Annemarie Quigley & Lydia Arnts, 9:00 & 11:15

Readings: Worship Task Force members Michael Knipe, Leslie Allen,
Jackie Boddie, & Lucy Brown

Altar Guild Susan Ryerson, 9:00; Bridey Heing, 11:15
Acolytes Nathaniel Ramish, 9:00; Maddie Thorpe, 11:15
Bread &Wine TBD, 9:00 & 11:15
Video Director David Deutsch
Technical Director Charlie Rupp

✠✠✠

About Our NewWay To Plan Worship: Today’s service is the latest creation of our “Ongoing
Project for Lay Participation in Worship Planning.” This new approach began in January – March
2023 as a “Pilot Project” in Shared Ministry with designing 6 unique services, 4 in Epiphany and 2
in Lent. Each team has been led by a di�erent lay leader and 3-4 lay members who have met via
Zoom to plan a new service, in collaboration with our clergy, preacher and music director. With
the Advent 1, 2 and 3 services, the project will have created 9 new Sunday services and lay teams in
2023, involving c. 30 new lay worship planners. A testament to shared Ministry at St. Mark’s!

Please �ll out the Questionnaire on page 19 so we can receive your opinions.

If interested in joining a future team, please contact our Steering Committee:

Betsy Athey atheylloyd@comcast.net

Nadine Hathaway nadinehathaway@verizon.net

Louise Walsh ldwalsh@earthlink.net
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The Advent/Christmas Wreath, which was given to St. Mark’s by Scilla Adams in loving
memory of her father, Colonel Neil Ramsay, was hand-forged by Richard A. Martin, a metal
sculpture in Alexandria, Virginia. This work is made of steel with solid-link chains and hammered
drip pans, painted black and measuring three feet in diameter, with a cross hanging beneath the
central candle.

The Epiphany Star above the altar is a gift from Joya Cox, its creator. It is an icosahedron, a �gure
with 20 plane surfaces, each of which also serves as the base of a pyramid. As its name indicates,
the star was originally commissioned to mark the Epiphany, the Christian feast day
commemorating the visit of the Magi to the Christ Child, and Jesus Christ's physical
manifestation to the world. The imagery of a star, with its light distant but still visible, is also
appropriate for Advent, and as a result is now displayed during the season of Advent as well as
during Epiphanytide.

✠✠✠

Acknowledgements & Permissions:
Opening sentences: The Advent I Worship Planning Team, based on Matthew 24:36-4. The
Collect: Alternative Collects, Prepared by the Liturgy Task Force, Faith, Worship, and Ministry
Committee of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. Advent Candle Lighting:
Howard Thurman, TheMood of Christmas and other Celebrations, adapted. The Prayers of the
People: Excerpted and adapted by the Advent I Worship Planning Team fromHearts on Fire by
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, SJ. Eucharistic prayer: The Reverend Susan Flanders. The Lord’s
Prayer: A New Zealand Prayer Book. Invitation to Common: Common Usage St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church. Blessing: Based Henri -Fredrick Amiel’s writings. |Music: “Sleepers, wake!” A
voice astounds us.Words: Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608); tr. Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944). Music:
Wachet auf, melody Hans Sachs (1494-1576); adapt. Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608); arr. and harm.
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750). Copyright: Words: Copyright © 1982, by Hope Publishing
Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. Stay Awake, Be
Ready.Words &Music: Christopher Walker, © 1988, Christopher Walker. Published by Oregon
Catholic Press. Gospel Responses. Music: Je� Kempskie, used with permission.WeWait for thy
loving kindness.Words: “Selected by the Rev. C.N. Armitage, Precentor of Westminster. Music:
WilliamMcKie, © 1947 Oxford University Press. Soon, Very Soon. Words: Andrae Crouch (b.
1942). Music: Andrae Crouch. Copyright: © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music/ASCAP.
Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus.Music: FromNew Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950), © 1981 GIA
Publications, Inc. Be known to us. Music: Games James (b. 1957), © 1992 MorningStar Music
Publishers. Come, thou long-expected Jesus. Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788). Music: Stuttgart,
melody from Psalmodia Sacra, oder Andächtige und Schöne Gesange, 1715; adapt. and harm.
William Henry Havergal (1793-1870), alt.My Lord, what a morning.Words &Music: Spiritual,
arr. R. Lee Gilliam, © 1954 G. Schirmer, Inc. The King shall come when morning dawns.Words:
Greek; tr. John Brownlie (1859-1925), alt. Music: St. Stephen, William Jones (1726-1800), alt. All
selections: Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-718991. All rights
reserved.
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Capitol Hill
301 A Street, SE

Washington, DC 20003
202-543-0053

www.stmarks.net

O�ce Directory
The Reverend Michele H. Morgan, Rector michele@stmarks.net
The Reverend Christopher Phillips, Associate Rector christopher@stmarks.net
The Reverend Patricia Catalano, Liturgy & Pastoral Associate adjunct@stmarks.net
The Reverend Thom Sinclair, Deacon deacon@stmarks.net
Annemarie Quigley, Deacon Intern annemarie@stmarks.net
Je� Kempskie, Director of Music je�@stmarks.net
Caleb Nelson Amaker, Director of Youth & Family Ministries youthdirector@stmarks.net
Michael Gravlee, Parish Administrator for Building and Facilities parishadmin@stmarks.net
Annick Milde, Parish Administrator for Finance pfa@stmarks.net
Judith Rautenberg, Children’s Choir Director judith@stmarks.net
Katherine Philipson, Bulletin Coordinator bulletin@stmarks.net
Lydia Arnts, Seminarian seminarian@stmarks.net

The Vestry
Senior Warden Jim Brooks srwarden@stmarks.net
Junior Warden David Wellman juniorwarden@stmarks.net

Class of ‘24 Christoph Berendes, Katherine Buchanan, and Jeb Ory
Class of ‘25 Harrison Donnelly, Jan Lipscomb, and Nick Rogers
Class of ‘26 Travis Beaty, Meg Platt, and Todd Thorpe

O�cers Randy Marks, Treasurer
Bill Jordan, Asst. Treasurer
Shay Waye, Clerk
Martha Huizenga,Manciple
Rosemary Harold, Vestry Counsel

Diocesan Delegates
Tom Getman (2025), and Mary Neznek (2024)

The upcoming Vestry Meetings are held on these dates. Contact Michele for the link if you want to join
us: Tuesday 7pm on 12/19, (In-Person and Online Hybrid) 1/23/24 (Hybrid)
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Cycle of Prayer

In the Diocese of Washington

St. Nicholas’ Parish, Germantown
Episcopal ChurchWomen
United Thank O�ering

Our brothers, sisters and siblings of Jewish Faith as Chanukah begins
International Human Rights Day (December 10)

Anglican Communion

Pray for The Diocese of Banks and Torres – The Anglican Church of Melanesia

Parish Prayer List
Louise Abbot • Ben Alquiros • Nora Alquiros • Eileen Blumenthal

Pamela Blumgart • Joseph Boone • Greg Burton
Alexander Casadonte • Shadi Khoury • Martin De Nys • Mary De Nys

Charley Donnelly • Pete Eveleth • Candance Golladay • Gale Johnson • Pat Latin
Nat Marks • Taylor Emerson Marks • Kate McFadden • Mac McLaughlin

Rector Michele Morgan • Pam Burton Moore • David Peterson • Sylvia Peterson
James andWanda Pittman •Deb Sullivan •Olga, Tony & Anthony Sullivan

Eleanor Whitman • Joel Wilson • Rita Wol�nger • Geo�rey Wood • May Yazawa • Tom Zarek

Additional Prayers

Pray not for Arab or Jew, for Palestinian or Israeli, but pray rather for ourselves,
that we might not divide them in our prayers, yet

keep them both together in our hearts.

(The Reverend. Sari Ateek, Rector of St. John’s Norwood Episcopal Church in Bethesda
and a Palestinian American.)

Parishioners and Family Members Serving in the Military

Chase Allen Ammon • Clint Billings • Jason Earnest • Noah Landen

If you would like to request to add or remove a name, please email the
Bulletin Coordinator at bulletin@stmarks.net
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St. Mark's Annual Stewardship Appeal 2024
St. Mark’s depends on donations to sustain its programs and facilities. The annual church
operating budget is based on the sum of these pledges, and the number of programs and
service and social justice activities that St. Mark’s is able to o�er depends directly on our
collective generosity.

Amount of your Pledge $___________________

_____ ANNUAL PLEDGE. I/We pledge to contribute to support the work of the
church during the year 2024.

_____ NEWCOMER PLEDGE. I am/We are new this year. I/We pledge to contribute
something to support the church during the year 2024.

_____ LEGACY POSSIBILITY. Please send information about how to include St.
Mark's in my/our will or estate plan.

_____ LEGACY. I/We have already included St. Mark’s in my/our estate plan.

Name: ______________________________________________________

Additional names (if pledging as a household):

______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

Apt.: _____________________

City/State: _____________________________________________________

Zip: _____________________

Email: _____________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________ Mobile /Work/Home

To make a pledge online, please visit https://www.stmarks.net/get-involved/donate-pledge/
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From the Liturgy Planning Team – A questionnaire. December 3, 2023

When Team 3 considered the readings for today’s service, several words popped out: water, Tears,
Thirst and hold fast. Our theme is: “Assume an Advent Posture: An Awareness of the Sacred
Within Us. Keep Awake. Be ready.” Please provide some feedback about how this service and

theme worked for you.

Name (optional): _____________________________________________

I/we attended the: 9 a.m 11:15 service.

Overall, did you like ______ not like ______ the service today?

Did this service demonstrate our theme e�ectively?
_____________________________________________________________

What parts did you appreciate?
_____________________________________________________________

What parts did not appeal to you?
_____________________________________________________________

Did you like the chosen readings? Why or why not
_____________________________________________________________

Were the Prayers of the People meaningful?
_____________________________________________________________

How did you like the music o�erings? Please explain.
_____________________________________________________________

Please share any additional comments or reactions:
_____________________________________________________________

Would you be interested in being part of a liturgy planning team in the future? Y N
Please add your name & Email address

Thank you. Please tear this page o� and turn it into the basket or to one of the
planning team members. Michael Knipe, Leslie Allen, Jackie Boddie, & Lucy Brown
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Welcome Guests!
We’d like to get to know you better!

We invite you to �ll out this page, tear it o�, and drop it into the o�ering plate or hand it to one
of the greeters as you leave. Please take the rest of this service bulletin with you, so that you can
refer to the service schedule, and o�ce directory.

We hope you feel at home with us. If you have questions, please speak with the clergy or one of the greeters after
the service. You can also call the o�ce at any time and we will be happy to help you in any way we can.

Thank you for visiting St. Mark’s today.
Go in peace and return often!

After completing, please remove this page and place in the o�ering plate or give to a greeter.

I attended: _____ 9 a.m. Holy Eucharist
_____ Sermon Seminar
_____ 11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist
_____ 5 p.m. Contemplative Eucharist
_____ Special (wedding, funeral, etc.) On December 3, 2023

Name ___________________________________________________________

E-mail ___________________________________________________________

Phone No. ___________________________________________________________

Zip Code ___________________________________________________________

I am interested in learning more about:

_____ BECOMING AMEMBER
_____ Volunteering during Worship (Usher, Lay Server, Altar Guild, etc.)
_____ Baptism (child, adult)
_____ Getting married at St. Mark’s
_____Music (choir, lessons)
_____ Children/youth classes & programs
_____ Adult classes
_____ Senior programs/activities
_____ Outreach/community service
_____ Environmental issues
_____ Yoga classes
_____ Dance classes
_____ St. Mark’s Players (theatrical productions)

Would you like to be contacted by a clergyperson? _____ Yes _____ No

You can stay up to date on St. Mark’s news by signing up online for the weekly eGospel newsletter at
www.stmarks.net/contact-us/. If you’d like to join the St. Mark’s egroup to interact with other

parishioners, please contact Raiford Gaffney (rgaffneydc@gmail.com).
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