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Welcome to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church✠ Capitol Hill

✠✠✠

To view the parish calendar online, please visit our homepage www.stmarks.net, and
click “Calendar” at the top.

Hearing – Infrared headsets providing ampli�ed sound are in the tract racks by the
doors, or ask an usher.

✠✠✠

Land AcknowledgementWe acknowledge with respect the history, spirituality, and
culture of the peoples on whose traditional territory we are located, speci�cally the
Piscataway and Nacotchtank (Anacostan) peoples. We make this acknowledgment mindful
of the traumatic events and the ongoing forces of systemic racism and oppression that
forced native peoples from their lands. We continue our commitment to learning, growing,
and �nding a new way forward for meaningful, mutual healing.

✠✠✠

THE LITURGY OF THEWORD

PRELUDE Meditation on Veni, Veni Emmanuel Philip Moore (b. 1943)

OPENING HYMN 74 Blest be the King whose coming Valet will ich dir geben
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OPENING SENTENCES

We begin our day alone, honoring this life,
with all its potentials and possibilities.

We begin our day with trust,
knowing we are created for loving encounters.

We begin our day with hope,
knowing the day can hold love, kindness, forgiveness, and justice

THE COLLECT
Let us pray:
God of impossible love, you asked Mary to bear the scandal, to carry your word
within herself, and she responded, “Here am I.”: may her courage give hope to all
who yearn to sing new songs of justice and �nd the world a dwelling place for god;
the one who's to come. Amen.

LIGHTING THE ALTAR ANDWREATH

(9:00) Children wishing to participate in Children’s Chapel may follow the leader at this time.

The people sit.

THE FIRST READING Luke 1:46-55

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. From this day, all generations will call
me blessed: the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. He has
mercy on those who fear him in every generation. He has shown the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. He has cast down the mighty from their
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. He has �lled the hungry with good things, and the
rich he has sent away empty. He has come to the help of his servant Israel, for he has
remembered his promise of mercy, the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and
his children for ever.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to us.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as able.
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THE GOSPEL Luke 1:26-38

The Gospel of Jesus according to Luke.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with
you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I
am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will
be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with
me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

The Gospel of Jesus.

SERMON The Reverend Patricia Catalano

AFFIRMATION

We believe in God the Creator:
from whom everyone in heaven and on earth has life and being.
We believe in God the Son:
Who has been raised through transforming love and lives now in our hearts through
faith, and calls us to this same loving transformation in our own lives.
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We believe in God the Holy Spirit:
who strengthens us with power from on high.
We believe in one God: Creator, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Gracious God, we pray that we walk courageously in the life we have been given.
Help us to learn to:

Realize our faithfulness in small things so as we wake, we draw strength even when there
is little to show for our e�orts.
We are saved by Hope.

To respond to the needs of others, and protect others in sacri�cing our lives in love.
We are saved by Faith.

To connect our heart energy, draw strength, and manage our own reactivity when we are
faced with adversity.
We are saved by Love.

To ask for your grace and for courage in learning how to persevere when life gets di�cult.
We are saved by Hope.

To console us when we rediscover our strengths and vulnerabilities, that we honor what it
costs us to do what seems e�ortless to others.
We are saved by Faith.

To bless us in our search for meaning and strengthen our resolve to keep looking for you as
our guide; that the reason we cannot stop looking and striving tells us why we are here.
We are saved by Love.

Even when my world grows small, I will persevere in life a�rming acts and tend to my
soul with gentleness and grace.
We are saved by Faith.

When a spiritual beckoning draws us toward a destiny, the choice is ours to make, even as
we feel drawn by a presence or an energy not our own. Help us to remain faithful.
We are saved by Hope.

Let us pray for those in our lives and for others.
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Together, let us pray:
May we live through the power and the grace of God at work. Saved by hope, saved
by Faith, saved by Love.
Amen.

CONFESSION

You bring our fears into the light of love; we prefer to hide in the shadows. Lord have
mercy
Lord have mercy.

You promised healing for the earth; we turned our back on our common world. Christ
have mercy.
Christ have mercy,

You come near in the vulnerable word made �esh; we worship idols of celebrity and
power. Lord have mercy,
Lord have mercy

A period of silence is observed.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

God forgives you. Forgive others; forgive yourself.
Amen.

THE PEACE
May the peace of God be always with you!
And also with you.

All, one with another, exchange a sign of peace.

VESTRY GREETING

WELCOME
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ELECTRONIC OFFERING

Please consider supporting the work of the church. You may make an online
gift, or learn about the other ways to give, by visiting the St. Mark’s website,
stmarks.net, and choosing “Donate or Pledge” at the top.

Gifts to St. Marks can also be made by texting “stmarks20003” to 73256,
or by visiting the QR code. Thank you for your generous support of our collective work.

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

OFFERTORY ANTHEM The Advent Prose Gerald Near

Chancel Choir; Nicholas Simons & Christina Herman, soloists

Drop down, O heavens from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness.

Turn your anger from us, O Lord, and no longer remember our iniquities:
For behold, the city of the Holy One has become a desert, Sion a wilderness:
Jerusalem a desolation: this hallowed and glorious house, where our fathers praised you.

We have sinned, and have become like the unclean;
we are fallen like a leaf, our iniquities like the wind have swept us away.
You have hidden your face from us, and abandoned us to our wickedness.

Behold, O Lord, the afflictions of your people, and send forth the Lamb, the ruler of the earth,
From the Rock of the desert, to the mountain of the daughter of Sion,
That he may take away the yoke of our captivity.

Be comforted, O my people, for your salvation shall quickly come.
Why have grief and sorrow consumed you?
I will save you: do not fear: for I am the Lord your God, the holy one of Israel, your Redeemer.

PRESENTATION HYMN LEVAS 14 Soon and Very Soon, vv. 1-2 Andrae Crouch
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
God is present here.
God is always with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Holy One.

Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.
You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against
you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not
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forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day
we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting
our voices to magnify you as we sing:

SANCTUS S 124 FromNew Plainsong, David Hurd

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of
sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary,
your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us.
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good
news to the poor.
He yearned to draw all the world to himself, yet we were heedless of his call to walk in
love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacri�ce of his life, and
to be glori�ed by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, cruci�ed
and risen, who was and is and is to come, we o�er to you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacri�ce:
Incarnate God, reveal yourself to us that we might re�ect your loving light.
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Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of
Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with Mary,
Mark, Elizabeth, and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and
nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
And now, as Jesus taught us, let us pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name;
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread,
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who have sinned against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil,
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

FRACTION ANTHEM WLP 875 Be known to us Gary James

Choir first time, then congregation.

Soloist: The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the Body of Christ.

All repeat Refrain.

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
We recognize this as God’s table and this bread and wine as God’s food for us all.
Therefore, whoever we are, from wherever we have come, and whatever we believe
or do not believe, All are welcome and invited to receive. Amen!

THE COMMUNION
St. Mark’s receives communion “in the round” as a symbol of our

strong belief in the power of community.
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You will be offered bread by a celebrant, and invited to drink from the common cup.
Please refrain from intincting (dipping) the host (the bread) into the wine.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

Hymn 265 The angel Gabriel from heaven came Gabriel's Message
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Christ Be Our Light Words &Music by Bernadette Farrell
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Together, let us pray.
Eternal God, we thank you that in Christ you give yourself into our hands: may we
who have tasted life proclaimed the coming feast when many will come from east and
west, from north and south to read the Lord of all; we ask this in his name Amen

CLOSING HYMN 56 O come, O come, Emmanuel, vv. 1-4 Veni, veni, Emmanuel
v. 1 all, v. 2 high voices, v. 3 low voices, v. 4 all

THE BLESSING
May God who brings heaven close to earth give truth to our judgment and �ames to our
longing that our hearts might be ready to be born again in love; and the blessing of God
Creator, Redeemer , and Sancti�er, be upon you this day and remain with you always.
Amen.
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DISMISSAL
This is the day that God has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.

We will not o�er to God
O�erings that cost us nothing.

Go in peace to love and to serve;
We will seek peace and pursue it.
In the name of the Trinity of Love,
God in community, holy and one.

POSTLUDE Veni, veni, Emmanuel arr. Marilyn Biery (b. 1959)

✠✠✠

Schedule of Christmas Services

Sunday, December 24, 4 PM Christmas Eve Pageant & Holy Eucharist
8:30 PM Congregational Carol Singing
9 PM Christmas Eve Festival Eucharist

Monday, December 25, 10 AM Christmas Day Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 31, 10 AM Christmas Lessons & Carols + Holy Eucharist
5 PM Holy Eucharist and community dinner

✠✠✠

Liturgical Leaders and Worship Participants

If you’re interested in serving in the liturgy in any of the following roles, we’d love to talk to you!
For more information, contact our Assistant Rector Christopher Phillips at

assistantrector@stmarks.net.

Presiders The Reverends Christopher Phillips and Michele Morgan
Preacher The Reverend Patricia Catalano
Director of Music Je� Kempskie
Deacon Intern Annemarie Quigley
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Bread Raiford Ga�ney: In thanksgiving for St. Marks
Readers Martha Connor-Donnelly & Liz Layton
Acolytes Liz Layton
Altar Guild Liz Layton
Video Director David Deutsch
Technical Director Charlie Rupp
Verger Josie Jordan

✠✠✠

The Epiphany Star above the altar is a gift from Joya Cox, its creator. It is an icosahedron, a
�gure with 20 plane surfaces, each of which also serves as the base of a pyramid. As its name
indicates, the star was originally commissioned to mark the Epiphany, the Christian feast day
commemorating the visit of the Magi to the Christ Child, and Jesus Christ's physical
manifestation to the world. The imagery of a star, with its light distant but still visible, is also
appropriate for Advent, and as a result is now displayed during the season of Advent as well as
during Epiphanytide.

The Blue Hangings on the pulpit, lectern, and altar were designed by Tracy Councill and
fabricated by Tracy and Doris Burton. The set was given by the Arts Council and dedicated in
December 2005. The pulpit fall has four images relating to Advent, allowing a change for each
Sunday. The fabric for the fall, markers, veil, one stole, and two chasubles is hand-dyed Dupioni
silk. The second stole and the bread cover were hand-woven by Doris Burton, representing the
homespun fabrics of biblical times. That stole includes rose threads for Gaudete Sunday (3rd
Advent).

The Advent/Christmas Wreath, given to St. Mark’s by Scilla Adams in loving memory of her
father, Colonel Neil Ramsay, was hand-forged by Richard A. Martin, a metal sculpture in
Alexandria, Virginia. This work is made of steel with solid-link chains and hammered drip pans,
painted black and measuring three feet in diameter, with a cross hanging beneath the central
candle.

✠✠✠

Acknowledgments & Permissions
Opening Sentences:Daily Prayer The Corrymeela Community Pádraig ó Tuama The Creed:
New Patterns forWorship, The Church of England. Prayers of the People: Nadine Hathaway,
inspired byHowWe Learn to Be Brave: Decisive Moments in Life and Faith by Mariann Budde.
Opening Sentences: The Collect (adapted), prelude to confession, the post-communion prayer and the
Blessing Prayers for an Inclusive Church Steven Shakespeare, Church Publishing 2008, Confession The
Book of Common Prayer The Absolution: St. Johns’ Episcopal Church Minneapolis Minnesota.
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Eucharistic Prayer, Enriching OurWorship, Volume 1, adapted. Post Communion Prayer and
Dismissal: Iona AbbeyWorship Book. | Blest be the King whose coming.Words: Federico J. Pagura (b. 1923);
tr. Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000), alt. © 1974, by Hope Publishing Company. Music: Valet will ich dir geben,
melody Melchior Teschner (1584-1635) alt.; harm. and desc. Ronald Arnatt (b. 1930). Harmonization ©
1984, Ronald Arnatt. Gospel Responses: Music: Je� Kempskie. The Advent Prose.Words &Music: Gregorian
chant melody and Latin text adapted/translated by Gerald Near, © 2002 Aureole Editions. Soon, Very Soon.
Words: Andrae Crouch (b. 1942). Music: Andrae Crouch. Copyright: © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch
Music/ASCAP. Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus.Music: FromNew Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950), © 1981
GIA Publications, Inc. Be known to us. Music: Games James (b. 1957), © 1992 MorningStar Music
Publishers. The angel Gabriel from heaven came.Words: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould
(1834-1924).Music: Gabriel’s Message, Basque carol; harm. Edgar Pettman (1865-1943), © 1961 B.
Feldman and Co Ltd., trading as H. Freeman & Co. Reproduced by permission of EMIMusic Publishing
Ltd. Christ Be Our Light.Words &Music: Bernadette Farrell, © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by
Oregon Catholic Press. O come, O come, Emmanuel.Words: Latin, ca. 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt. ©
The Church Pension Fund. Music: Veni, veni, Emmanuel, plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale, 15th cent.;
adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890); acc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Public domain. All selections:
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-718991. All rights reserved.
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Capitol Hill
301 A Street, SE

Washington, DC 20003
202-543-0053

www.stmarks.net

O�ce Directory
The Reverend Michele H. Morgan, Rector michele@stmarks.net
The Reverend Christopher Phillips, Associate Rector christopher@stmarks.net
The Reverend Patricia Catalano, Liturgy & Pastoral Associate adjunct@stmarks.net
The Reverend Thom Sinclair, Deacon deacon@stmarks.net
Annemarie Quigley, Deacon Intern annemarie@stmarks.net
Je� Kempskie, Director of Music je�@stmarks.net
Caleb Nelson Amaker, Director of Youth & Family Ministries youthdirector@stmarks.net
Michael Gravlee, Parish Administrator for Building and Facilities parishadmin@stmarks.net
Annick Milde, Parish Administrator for Finance pfa@stmarks.net
Judith Rautenberg, Children’s Choir Director judith@stmarks.net
Katherine Philipson, Bulletin Coordinator bulletin@stmarks.net
Lydia Arnts, Seminarian seminarian@stmarks.net

The Vestry
Senior Warden Jim Brooks srwarden@stmarks.net
Junior Warden David Wellman juniorwarden@stmarks.net

Class of ‘24 Christoph Berendes, Katherine Buchanan, and Jeb Ory
Class of ‘25 Harrison Donnelly, Jan Lipscomb, and Nick Rogers
Class of ‘26 Travis Beaty, Meg Platt, and Todd Thorpe

O�cers Randy Marks, Treasurer
Bill Jordan, Asst. Treasurer
Shay Waye, Clerk
Martha Huizenga,Manciple
Rosemary Harold, Vestry Counsel

Diocesan Delegates
Tom Getman (2025), and Mary Neznek (2024)

The upcoming Vestry Meetings are held on these dates. Contact Michele for the link if you want to join
us: Tuesday 7pm on 1/23/24 (Hybrid)
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Cycle of Prayer

In the Diocese of Washington

St. John’s Church, Olney
St. John’s Episcopal School, Olney
St. John’s Church, Zion Parish
St. John’s Church, Broad Creek
St. John’s Church, Mt. Rainier

Anglican Communion

The Episcopal Church in the Philippines

Parish Prayer List

Louise Abbot •Baby Ansel • Ben Alquiros • Nora Alquiros • Eileen Blumenthal •Pamela
Blumgart •Joseph Boone • Greg Burton •Alexander Casadonte • Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry • Shadi Khoury • Martin De Nys • Mary De Nys • Charley Donnelly • Pete Eveleth •

Candance Golladay • Gale Johnson • Pat Latin • Nat Marks • Taylor Emerson Marks •
Kate McFadden • Mac McLaughlin• Rector Michele Morgan • Pam Burton Moore •

David Peterson • Sylvia Peterson• James andWanda Pittman • Deb Sullivan •
Olga, Tony & Anthony Sullivan •Eleanor Whitman • Joel Wilson •

Rita Wol�nger • Geo�rey Wood • May Yazawa • Tom Zarek

Parishioners and Family Members Serving in the Military

Chase Allen Ammon • Clint Billings • Jason Earnest • Noah Landen

If you would like to request to add or remove a name, please email the Bulletin
Coordinator at bulletin@stmarks.net
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Welcome Guests!
We’d like to get to know you better!

We invite you to �ll out this page, tear it o�, and drop it into the o�ering plate or hand it to
one of the greeters as you leave. Please take the rest of this service bulletin with you, so that you

can refer to the service schedule, and o�ce directory.

We hope you feel at home with us. If you have questions, please speak with the clergy or one of the greeters after
the service. You can also call the o�ce at any time and we will be happy to help you in any way we can.

Thank you for visiting St. Mark’s today.
Go in peace and return often!

After completing, please remove this page and place in the o�ering plate or give to a greeter.

I attended: _____ 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

On December 24, 2023

Name ___________________________________________________________

E-mail ___________________________________________________________

Phone No. ___________________________________________________________

Zip Code ___________________________________________________________

I am interested in learning more about:

_____ BECOMING AMEMBER
_____ Volunteering during Worship (Usher, Lay Server, Altar Guild, etc.)
_____ Baptism (child, adult)
_____ Getting married at St. Mark’s
_____Music (choir, lessons)
_____ Children/youth classes & programs
_____ Adult classes
_____ Senior programs/activities
_____ Outreach/community service
_____ Environmental issues
_____ Yoga classes
_____ Dance classes
_____ St. Mark’s Players (theatrical productions)

Would you like to be contacted by a clergyperson? _____ Yes _____ No

You can stay up to date on St. Mark’s news by signing up online for the weekly eGospel newsletter
at www.stmarks.net/contact-us/. If you’d like to join the St. Mark’s egroup to interact with other

parishioners, please contact Raiford Gaffney (rgaffneydc@gmail.com).
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