
Announcements - May 20, 2022
Submit announcements, not to exceed 150 words, to bulletin[at]stmarks.net by 5 pm Tuesday to be

included the following Friday. Announcements run for three weeks unless we hear from you. All
announcements must include a parishioner’s name and email address as a contact.

To have your event included on the parish calendar, send it to the parishadmin[at]stmark.net. To
have your event posted on the parish website, send it to website[at]stmarksnet.

New Announcements

From Parish Leadership & Staff

1. Tending our Soil as we Regather [5/13]
As we continue to “Regather” our parish will embark on an adventure, Tending Our Soil,
designed to help Episcopal communities discern our calling. Our vestry approved the application
for this Episcopal Diocese of Washington (EDOW) initiative made possible by a grant from the
Lilly Foundation. This three-year experience will allow us to share with other Episcopal churches
while receiving consistent professional guidance.  It brings our community opportunities
to engage, envision who we are, where we are headed and what God is calling us to do.
https://tinyurl.com/tendingoursoil

A parish team is needed to lead us. This Leadership Team is a substantial time commitment (3
years) but obviously a vital e�ort.  As a community that explicitly welcomes all, without an
expectation that our spiritual journeys mirror one another, but are strengthened by intertwining
our beliefs, we invite you to this unique opportunity to serve. The organizing committee requests
letters of intent by May 31st. Preliminary work begins in June. Contact Linell Grundman
seniorwarden[at]stmarks.net  Sr. Warden, Rev. Christopher Phillips
assistantrector[at]stmarks.net, Rev. Patricia Catalano, or vestry members, Katherine Buchanan,
or Jan Lipscomb.

Music
2. Je� Kempskie Organ Recital. [5/13]
St. Mark’s Director of Music will perform a 45-minute solo organ recital at the Church of the
Epiphany, 1317 G St NW, on Tuesday, May 24 at 12:10 pm.

3. Eclipse Chamber Orchestra Concert Tonight. [5/20]
Join us for Eclipse’s debut performance at St. Marks which will feature Young Artists Solo
Competition College Winner George Pekarsky on violin. Music will include George Walker's
Lyric for Strings, Beethoven's Violin Concerto, and Brahms' Serenade No. 1. Adults: $40. Seniors:
$35. Children & Students: Free. www. eclipseco.org. Sunday, May 22 at 7:30 pm.
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Worship
4. Communion in the Round [5/20]
By popular request comes the return of communion in the round. On Sunday, May 29, we will
once again gather around the altar to receive bread (wine has to wait a bit). 2 ushers will guide
newcomers how to participate in  what has been a 50+ year tradition. If you decide you are
uncomfortable standing shoulder-to-shoulder, we will accommodate you! Just follow the usher!

5. Guest Preachers [5/6]
St. Mark’s is excited to welcome a series of guest preachers through the summer. Here is the
current schedule: May 29 – Rev. Joe Hubbard, Vicar at St. Christopher’s Episcopal Mission in
Blu�, Utah in the Episcopal Church in Navajoland; June 12 – Rev. Kelly Brown Douglas, Canon
Theologian at the Washington National Cathedral and Dean of the Episcopal Divinity School at
Union Theological Seminary in New York City; June 26 – Bishop V. Eugene Robinson, retired
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire; now serving as bishop-in-residence at St.
Thomas Dupont Circle; July 3 – Caitlin Frazier, member of St. Mark’s and our choir; now a
Postulant for Holy Orders at the Seminary of the Southwest in Austin, Texas; July 17 – Imam
Talib M. Shareef, President and Imam of the historic, Nation’s Mosque, Masjid Muhammad here
in Washington; July 24 – Rabbi Hannah Spiro, Rabbi of Hill Havurah here on Capitol Hill and
songwriter.  “My music is lyrical, folky, and poppy, and loves being sung in synagogues,
co�eehouses, and cars;” July 31 – Rev. Jim Steen, former Interim Rector at St. Mark’s, went on to
a distinguished career as Rector and diocesan administrator in Diocese of Chicago.  Honored to be
with us on CRAB SUNDAY!

6. Greeters Needed [5/6]
Please consider becoming a Greeter/Usher at our worship services.  You only need to arrive 20
mins early.  In every conversation about church regathering, people emphasized the importance of
a friendly hello at our doors Sunday morning. Greeters are invited to share their love for St.
Mark’s and all those who pass through our doors. Parents and children duos would be great too
and of course our young people are always welcomed.  Please sign up for 9:00 or 11:15 a.m.
Sunday services by contacting Linell Grundman seniorwarden[at]stmarks.net

Outreach
7. Grate Patrol [5/13]
Sunday May 22nd - Join us in the parish hall at 10:45 to help with making lunches for those
in need living on our city streets ‘grates.’ Contact: Edna Boone ednaboon[at]gmail.com

8. Next Incarceration Justice Meeting [5/20]
The next meeting is scheduled for June 14th. All are welcome to join us via ZOOM at 7p.m.
Please contact Jan Lipscomb if you would like to receive the Zoom link, which will be sent in the
afternoon, just prior to the meeting.  We will hear about Restorative Justice initiatives, and review
our own options for volunteer action.  Contact email: juanita.lipscomb[at]gmail.com
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Christian Education

9. Christian Education Workshop [5/13]
On Saturday, June 11, from 9:30 am - 1:30 pm, the Christian Ed Co-directors, along with
facilitators and organizers Rita Ossolinski and Don Lipscomb, will be holding a Christian
Education Workshop, Exploring our experiential approach to education as a foundation for my
faith journey. Join us to explore one of the cornerstones of our foundation–our adult Christian
education program.
The team will lead an engaging and interactive half day journey, inviting your curiosity and
connection. This class is for members that are new to our community as well as members with a
long history of participation in our Christian education program. A light breakfast and lunch will
be provided in the undercroft. Childcare (3 and under) and children’s activities will be available.
Sign-up is available in the foyer, or contact Karen Falk at kfalkdc[at]gmail.com

Parish Life

10. St. Mark’s Book Club Membership Openings [5/20]
St. Mark’s Book Club (45 years and still going strong) has openings for two new members.  This
Book Club passes hard-copy books (one �ction and one non-�ction) every two weeks from Sept
to late May, generally at Sunday service. The Club has 18 members, who during the book season
are o�ered 36 recently published books. The non-�ction books cover a vast array of topics:
history, economics, social trends, sports, science, music, art, politics, biographies, food, and more.
There is one rule: books must be passed according to a set schedule every two weeks, whether read
or not. A seven-member committee chooses the books that circulate. Each spring the books are
sold at an annual auction/potluck (the Club’s only meeting). The funds raised at auction, plus
$30/per member annual dues, are used to purchase the next year’s books. If you love to read but
don’t have time for meetings/discussions, this is the Club for you. Please contact Margaret
Crenshaw at crenshawm2[at]gmail if you’re interested and want further information.

11. Jan Ho�man will be 101! [5/13]
We wanted Jan's friends and fan club to know that Jan will be 101 on May 23rd.  Much as she
loved last year's celebration in the garden for her 100th, she said she'll pass on a party this year.
We're already planning for her 105th.  However, we know she would love visits, cards, or calls -
she does not have email.  Her address is 3050 Military Road, NW, Bldg. #1, #14011, Washington,
DC 20015.  Her phone is 202.920.7074 and there is no answering machine.  Thank you for
helping this beloved long time member of our community celebrate. Maureen Shea -
mtshea[at]aol.com

12. De�bulator Team [5/6]
Jr. Warden David Wellman is looking for a few parishioners to help him put together a plan so we
can purchase a de�brillator for the foyer.  He needs help running down the regs and training
opportunities.  In addition, he needs a team to put together a project and implementation plan.
Please contact Dave at juniorwarden[at]stmarks.net for details after May 15.
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13. Assistance for Co�ee Hour [5/6]
Enjoying Co�ee Hour and Light Refreshments?  We hope so, but we need more help.  Snacks are
provided so the help needed is only on Sunday.  If you’d like to join the select Holy Grounds
Team, please contact Maureen Shea for details: mtshea[at]aol.com

Ongoing Announcements

From Parish Leadership & Staff
14. Sunday Morning Tech Support. Tech support is available Sundays between 10am and 12pm
by email connect[at]stmarks.net or by calling 202-543-0053, option 7. Parish volunteers will
watch for your emails and calls.

Youth and Family Ministries
15. Bible Storytime Podcast. Join Caleb and the St. Mark's Sunday School team for a 5-minute
daily podcast! We'll have some music, read a bible story, and say a prayer. Email Caleb
youthdirector[at]stmarks.net to sign up.

Music
16. Handbell Ringers Needed. The Handbell Choir is in need of additional ringers. Rehearsals
take place the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month from 6:45 to 8 pm. Email Je�.

Christian Education

17. The Gift that Keeps on Giving
Dear parishioners - we are looking for individuals who may be interested in becoming more
involved in our Saint Marks Sunday School program as teachers or helpers next Fall. This is both a
gift to yourself as it is very rewarding as well and a gift to our children and youth– a gift that will
last for a very long time. We have opportunities at four di�erent levels:
Catechesis 1: Age 3 to Kindergarten      Catechesis 2: Grade 1-3                 Catechesis 3: 4 and 5
Middle School: Grades 6 to 8                   High School: Grades 9 to 12

We are also looking for people who’d  like to be trained in the Catechesis teaching process. For
more info on Sunday School opportunities, contact Greg Niblett Greg.niblett[at]mtctrains.com
202-297-8859 or Stephanie Deutsch scd[at]his.com or 202-251-3533.

18. Centering Prayer. Every day on Zoom at 8:00 am. Centering Prayer is an early Christian
contemplative practice that emphasizes interior silence. For more information or to join the
group, contact The Rev. Patricia Catalano adjunct[at]stmarks.net.
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19. Wednesday Midday Bible Class 12:00-1:15 pm. This class explores the Biblical roots of
“resurrection” before the Gospel accounts were written. We will reference the Psalms, the books
of Maccabees, the prophet Daniel, St. Paul’s letters and Bernard Brandon Scott’s book The
Trouble with Resurrection. Contact: Raiford Ga�ney rga�neydc[at]gmail.com.

Parish Life & Diocesan Events
20. Morning Prayer on Zoom continues: MWF 11:00 - 11:40 am
stmarks.net/morningprayer. Readings from the Bible and the life of a notable holy person,
prayers (as for Thursday Eucharist) and wide-ranging discussion (similar to Sermon Seminar).
Join us on your screen or phone for re�ection and fellowship. Latest Zoom info at the link above,
or contact Elin Whitney-Smith elinwhitneysmith[at]gmail.com for more information.

21. Caregivers Support Group. If you are caring for a loved one and would like to share your
experiences with others similarly engaged, email Julie Murphy juliaabbotmurphy[at]gmail.com to
join our support Group. We meet by Zoom the last Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm.
Together, we share the challenges of caregiving -- the stu� that breaks our hearts and challenges
our minds but also the quiet moments of profound grace and deep love for the one who needs us.

22. St Marks Yoga Classes. Classes accommodate all levels and are in-person and on Zoom.  Join
us! https://www.stmarks.net/yoga

23. St. Mark’s Meditation Center: Meditation, Mondays 7:30-9:00 pm. Contact Michele
Rivard Mmrivard[at]hotmail.com for more information. Sign up for the weekly program email to
receive info on weekly online meetings.
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