WELCOME TO
ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
✠
CAPITOL HILL
ST. MARK’S MISSION STATEMENT
St. Mark’s is an open community, welcoming people wherever they are on their faith journey.
We celebrate the gifts of God that empower us to engage boldly in the struggles of life and to
care for others with love, justice, and compassion.

Christmas Day
December 25, 2021
10:00 AM HOLY EUCHARIST

Rector
The Reverend Michele H. Morgan
Assistant Rector
The Reverend Christopher Phillips
Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Caleb Nelson Amaker
Director of Music
Je Kempskie

Welcome to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church ✠ Capitol Hill
✠✠✠

To view the parish calendar online, go to our homepage www.stmarks.net and click
“Calendar” at the top of the page.
Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology
and de ne our identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed
and transformed as the people of God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its
liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, words, and actions through which
public worship is conducted.
✠✠✠

Schedule of Christmas Services
Sunday

Dec. 26

10 AM

Christmas Lessons & Carols

Sunday

Jan. 2

10 AM
5 PM

Christmas Lessons & Carols
Christmas II Contemplative Service

The Dec. 26th and Jan. 2nd 10 am services are both live and live streamed.

✠✠✠

We welcome our friends from Christ Church + Washington Parish this morning.
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
PRELUDE Christmas Is Here

French carol, arr. Dale Wood (1934-2003)

OPENING HYMN 87 Hark! the herald angels sing

Mendelssohn
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OPENING SENTENCES
I bring you good news of great joy!
A Savior has been born to you! Alleluia!
Unto us a child is born!
The child is a gift! Alleluia!
SONG OF PRAISE Hymn 96 Angels we have heard on high, vv. 1 & 3

Gloria
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COLLECT
God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven
touching earth: accept our heartfelt praise as we worship you, our Savior and our
eternal God. Amen.
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The people sit.

THE FIRST READING Isaiah 62:6-12
Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels;
all day and all night
they shall never be silent.
You who remind the Lord,
take no rest,
and give him no rest
until he establishes Jerusalem
and makes it renowned throughout the earth.
The Lord has sworn by his right hand
and by his mighty arm:
I will not again give your grain
to be food for your enemies,
and foreigners shall not drink the wine
for which you have labored;
but those who garner it shall eat it
and praise the Lord,
and those who gather it shall drink it
in my holy courts.
Go through, go through the gates,
prepare the way for the people;
build up, build up the highway,
clear it of stones,
lift up an ensign over the peoples.
The Lord has proclaimed
to the end of the earth:
Say to daughter Zion,
"See, your salvation comes;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him."
They shall be called, "The Holy People,
The Redeemed of the Lord";
and you shall be called, "Sought Out,
A City Not Forsaken."
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Hear what the Spirit is saying to us.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 97

All Sing.

The people stand as able.
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THE GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20
The Gospel of Jesus according to Luke.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should
be registered. This was the rst registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth
to her rstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the elds, keeping watch over their
ock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terri ed. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid;
for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you:
you will nd a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told
them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.
The Gospel of Jesus.
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SERMON
AFFIRMATION

The Reverend Christopher Phillips
The people stand as able.

We believe that God has created us.
We believe that God is born among us.
We believe that God will always sustain us.
We believe that God calls us to bring peace, justice, and compassion into this world.
We believe that in the end of all things, God’s love shall win.
Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray:
Christ, born in a stable, give courage to all who are homeless: Jesus, Savior,
Hear our prayer.
Christ, for whom the angels sang, give the song of the kingdom to all who weep:
Jesus, Savior,
Hear our prayer.
Christ, worshipped by the shepherds, give peace on earth to all who are oppressed:
Jesus, Savior,
Hear our prayer.
Jesus, becoming a healer, grant healing to a world in pandemic.
Jesus, Savior,
Hear our prayer.
Christ, before whom the wise men knelt, give humility and wisdom to all who govern:
Jesus, Savior,
Hear our prayer.
Christ, whose radiance lled a lowly manger, give the glory of your resurrection to all who
rest in you: Jesus, Savior,
Hear our prayer.
Let us pray:
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Father, full of the Spirit, hear our prayer, receive our
praises, ll our lives. Amen.
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THE PEACE
May the peace of God, born among us, be with you!
And also with you.
In light of the rapid spread of the Omicron variant of the COVID virus,
please remain at your seat for the passing of the peace.
You are invited to oﬀer a sign of peace to those around you with a peace sign,
hand over your heart, bow, or a prayer hand gesture.
WELCOME
ELECTRONIC OFFERING
Please consider supporting the work of the church. You may make an online
gift, or learn about the other ways to give, by visiting the St. Mark’s
website, stmarks.net, and choosing “Donate or Pledge” at the top.
Gifts to St. Marks can also be made by texting “stmarks20003” to 73256,
or by visiting the QR code.
Thank you for your generous support of our collective work.
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love as Christ loves us.
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE
OFFERTORY SOLO What Songs Were Sung

Words & Music by John Jacob Niles

Marika Klein, soloist
We cannot tell, we do not know
What stars shone down so long ago,
When Mary birthed her own sweet son
And peace and love became as one.
The Son of God, as scriptures said,
Was Virgin born in a tiny shed,
Where simple shepherds stood hard by
While heav’nly sound ﬁlled up the sky.
Now let us stand, uncovered all,
Before this crèche in lowly stall,

Where kings and angels dignify
God's gift, His Son, in humility.
We do not know, we cannot tell
What songs were sung, what starlight fell,
Or why the holy mystery stands
For so many years in so many lands.
We cannot tell, we do not know
What stars shone down so long ago,
When Mary birthed her own sweet Son
And peace and love became as one.
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PRESENTATION HYMN 115 What child is this, who, laid to rest

Greensleeves
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. Glory to you
for ever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies,
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you,
and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, God, for we are sinners in your sight.
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Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to
ful ll your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his love, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles,
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
SANCTUS S 124

William Mathias

And so, God, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and
the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it
to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
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Remembering now his work of redemption, and o ering to you this sacri ce of
thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.
God of our Ancestors: Sarah, Rachel, Rebecca, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God who was
born of Mary and who is present in our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand
at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table
for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of
this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve
the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from
generation to generation.
Amen!
THE LORD’S PRAYER
And now, as Jesus taught us, let us pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
FRACTION ANTHEM S 152

Ambrosian chant; adapt. Mason Martens
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THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
We recognize this as God’s table set before us and for all and this bread and wine as God’s
food for us and for all. Therefore whoever we are, from wherever we have come, and
whatever we believe,
All are welcome and invited to receive. Amen!
THE COMMUNION
Please join us in the eating of the bread,
knowing this act of community is a full communion.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
Gesu Bambino

Words by Fredrick H. Martens
Music by Pietro Yon, arr. Mark Hayes
Marika Klein, soloist

When blossoms ﬂowered 'mid the snows upon a winter night,
Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose, the King of Love and Light.
The angels sang, the shepherds sang, the grateful earth rejoiced;
And at His blessed birth the stars their exultation voiced.
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.
Again the heart with rapture glows to greet the holy night,
That gave the world its Christmas Rose, its King of Love and Light.
Let ev'ry voice acclaim His name, the grateful chorus swell.
From paradise to earth He came that we with Him might dwell.
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him,
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth
a people forgiven, healed, and renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN 100 Joy to the world! the Lord is come

Antioch
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THE BLESSING
When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home, when the shepherds are back with their ocks,
the work of Christmas begins: to nd the lost,
to heal the broken, to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations,
to bring Peace/ שלום/ ﺳﻼمamong the people, to make music in the heart.
And the Blessing of God: Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer be with us now and forever.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!
Christ is born in us! Alleluia! Alleluia!
POSTLUDE Postlude on ‘Mendelssohn’

David Willcocks (1919 - 2015)

✠✠✠

Welcome Newcomers!
We hope you feel a sense of connection as we share this time together online.
There are many other opportunities to get involved with St. Mark’s, even remotely.
If you are a newcomer and want us to get to know you better, please ll out this form. If
you have questions, you can also contact the sta listed on the last page.
We will be happy to help you in any way we can.
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Worship Participants
Presider & Preacher

The Reverend Christopher Phillips

Director of Music & Organist

Je Kempskie

Soloist

Marika Klein

Verger

Michael Knipe

Readers

Jim Steed, Scripture Reader
Randy Marks, Prayers of the People

Video Director

Elin Whitney-Smith

Technical Director

Chris Berendes

Liturgy Request

✠✠✠

At St. Mark’s, we plan the liturgy periodically. If you have a suggestion for the liturgy, please
contact michele@stmarks.net.
Acknowledgements & Permissions

The Collect, Church of England, Blessing, The work of Christmas by Howard Thurman, adapted. The
Creed: Scott Lipscomb. Eucharistic Prayer & Dismissal, The Book of Common Prayer. Post-communion
prayer, Enriching Our Worship, volume 1, adapted. Prayers of the People: Common Worship of the
Church of England. | Hark! the herald angels sing. Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788). Music:
Mendelssohn, Felix Mendelssohn, adapt. William H. Cummings. Angels we have heard on high. Words:
French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882), alt. Music: Gloria, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen
Barnes (1887-1958). What Songs Were Sung. Words & Music: John Jacob Niles, © 1965 (renewed) by G.
Schirmer, Inc. What child is this, who, laid to rest. Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898). Music:
Greensleeves, English melody; harm. Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871. The Holy Eucharist II, Lift
up your hearts: Sursum corda, © Church Publishing, Inc. The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord:
Sanctus. Music: William Mathias (1934-1992), © 1976 Oxford University Press. The Holy Eucharist,
Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover. Music: Ambrosian chant; adapt. Mason Martens (1933-1991), ©
1971 Mason Martens. Gesu Bambino. Words: Fredrick H. Martens. Music: Pietro Yon, arr. Mark Hayes,
© 1999 Alfred Publishing Co. Joy to the world! the Lord is come. Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.
Music: Antioch, George Frideric Handel (1685-1759); adapt. and arr. Lowell Mason (1792-1872). All
selections: All rights reserved. Reprinted and livestreamed under OneLicense.net A-718991.
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Epiphany Sermon Series
Adding Voices: Acts of Radical Love that change the world
Grief in the face of change
January
In times of Pandemic
February African American theologians
Jan. 9

Patricia Catalano

Spanish Flu

Jan 16

Michele Morgan

Martyrs of Memphis

Jan 23

Christopher Phillips

Lepers of Hawaii

Jan 30

Joel Martinez

AIDS Epidemic

Feb. 6

Joel Martinez

Howard Thurman

Feb 13

Christopher Phillips

Feb 20

Patricia Catalano

Verna Dozier

Feb 27th

Michele Morgan

Kelly Brown Douglas

James Cone

✠✠✠

Celebratio an Remembranc Christma 2021
I Memor of ...

Jack B. Burton, Junior Warden 2003-2005, beloved, friend, by Doris Burton.
Dolores Heing, Jerry Heing, Marty Tully, George & Edna Wallis, Lois Richards,
by Bridey Heing & Jason Wallis.
Arnold and Tom Taylor, by Lilian Taylor.
My Parents Clayton and Mavis Becker, by Elizabeth Becker.
Susan Ulstrum Nierengarten, by Kitz Cleary.
Norman and Claire Choinieve, Charlie's mother and stepfather, by Louise Walsh
and Charles Rupp.
Larkin Adelle Wilkinson, by Stephanie & David Deutsch.
Henrietta & Michael Latin (Parents), by Patricia Latin.
Bao Nguyen, by Andrew Sta ord.
Beryl L. Martin, by Bertha Martin.
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Chuck Divine, by Jane Byrne.
Bert Cooper & Bill Baxter and Jean Baxter, by Mary Cooper.
Fred Taylor-gone from the known world, but still present in my heart, by Sherrill Taylor.
Sue Vail Dibblee, by Michelle Dibblee.
Our late parents, William & Agnes Dickinson & Charles & Laura Perry, by their children,
grandchildren, and great-great-granddaughter.
David M. Roberts and Mark Mason, by Jim Steed.
Anne and Chuck Jaekle, Don Sarles, Larry and Ellen Cardwell, Ryan Keith, Chuck Divine, and
Collie Agle, from the community of St. Mark’s that loves them.
Our Parents, by Tom and Karen Getman.
Stan Jones, by Linda Meade.
Lydia Gladstone, 1935-2021, by Laura Gladstone.
Taylor O'Hare Smith, by Judy Smith.
Ellen Cardwell for her dedication to St. Mark’s, by Loretta Veney & Doris Burton.

I H ono of ...
Parents Fred and Emma Boddie, by Jackie L. Boddie.
Dianne Hall, by Rob Hall and Chris Behan.
Beatrice (Sandalee) and John Morgan and all the missing indigenous women and Children, by
Michele Morgan.
The Reverend Michele Morgan, by Stephanie & David Deutsch.
Wardens Linell Grundman and Jim Pittman, by Josie and Bill Jordan.
My Senior Friends Jan Ho man and Lilian Taylor, by Raiford Ga ney.

I Thanksgivin fo ...
Wally, Maggie, Peter, and Lila Sedgewick, by Susan and John Sedgewick.
Patricia Catalano & members of the Centering Prayer group, by Allison Jones.
Kellie, on her 20th birthday! By Shay and Mitch Waye.
Lich eld friends, by Doris Burton.
The Sta of St. Mark’s: Je , Patricia B., Caleb, Katherine, Patricia C., Chris, and Michael. By the
12th Rector of St. Mark’s.
Judith Smith (Spouse), by Patricia Latin.
Aurora May Ervanian & Cyrus Noah Deutsch, by Stephanie & David Deutsch.
Nat Marks, Lila Marks, Stephanie Roth, Juan Munoz, my husband Mhat Alquiras, by Randy Marks
My children, Rebecca & Harold Wol nger, by Henry Wol nger.
Je Kempskie and the Choir, by Josie Jordan and Bill Jordan.
Luca Andreycak (son of Will and Jenna Andreycak), Lila Louise Bryne Sedgewick (daughter of
Wally & Maggie Bryne-Sedgewick), by Jane Byrne.
Our children and grandchildren, and all those we love, by Tom and Karen Getman.
St Mark’s Clergy and Sta , by Raiford Ga ney.
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Capitol Hill
301 A Street, SE
Washington, DC 20003
202-543-0053 (phone)
202-546-3695 (fax)
www.stmarks.net

O ce Directory
The Reverend Michele H. Morgan, Rector
The Reverend Christopher Phillips, Assistant Rector
Je Kempskie, Director of Music
Caleb Nelson Amaker, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Michael Gravlee, Parish Administrator
Patricia Braley, Finance Manager
Judith Rautenberg, Boys & Girls Choir Director
Katherine Philipson, Bulletin Coordinator
The Reverend Patricia Catalano, Adjunct Priest
Joel Martinez, Seminarian

michele@stmarks.net
assistantrector@stmarks.net
je @stmarks.net
youthdirector@stmarks.net
parishadmin@stmarks.net
patricia@stmarks.net
bgcdirector@stmarks.net
bulletin@stmarks.net
adjunct@stmarks.net
seminarian@stmarks.net

The Vestry
Senior Warden
Junior Warden

Linell Grundman
Jim Pittman

seniorwarden@stmarks.net
juniorwarden@stmarks.net

Class of ‘22
Class of ‘23
Class of ‘24

Andrew Sta ord, Shay Waye, & Kit Arrington
Brent Bickley, Fritz Henn, & Edna Boone
Christoph Berendes, Jeb Ory & Dave Wellman

O cers

Frank Nickerson, Treasurer
Randy Marks, Asst. Treasurer
Kim Bayliss, Register

Diocesan Delegates
Mary Neznek Raiford Ga ney Tom Getman
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Cycle of Prayer
In the Diocese of Washington
Church of St. Stephen and the Incarnation /San Esteban y La Encarnación, DC
St. Thomas’ Church, DC
St. Thomas’ Church, P.G. County, and the Chapel of the Incarnation

Anglican Communion
The Diocese of Ilesa South West
The Church of Nigeria
The Province of Ibadan

Parish Prayer List
Ben Alquiros • Nora Alquiros • John Barton • Pamela Blumgart
Joseph Boone • Fair eld Butt • Martin De Nys • Jim Frazier
Jan Ho man • Elizabeth Long • Nat Marks • Taylor Emerson Marks
Pam Burton Moore • David Peterson • Joan Pierotti • Gardner Van Scoyoc
Eleanor Whitman • Margaret Wood • Tom Zarek

Parishioners and Family Members serving in the military
Chase Allen Ammon

Those who have died
Collie Agle
In order to keep the prayer list updated, we begin anew semi-annually.
If you would like to request to add a name, please email the
Bulletin Coordinator at bulletin@stmarks.net
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Welcome Guests!

We’d like to get to know you better!
We invite you to ll out this page, tear it o , and drop it into the o ering plate or
hand it to one of the greeters as you leave. Please take the rest of this service bulletin
with you, so that you can refer to the service schedule, and o ce directory.
We hope you feel at home with us. If you have questions, please speak with the clergy or one of the
greeters after the service. You can also call the o ce at any time and we will be happy to help you in any
way we can.
Thank you for visiting St. Mark’s today.
Go in peace and return often!
After completing, please remove this page and place in the o ering plate or give to a greeter.
I attended:

_____ 9 a.m. Holy Eucharist
_____ Sermon Seminar
_____ 11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist
_____ 5 p.m. Contemplative Eucharist
_____ Special (wedding, funeral, etc.)

on December 24, 2021

Name

___________________________________________________________

E-mail

___________________________________________________________

Phone No.

___________________________________________________________

Zip Code

___________________________________________________________

I am interested in learning more about:

_____ Volunteering during Worship (Usher, Lay Server, Altar Guild, etc.)
_____ Baptism (child, adult)
_____ Getting married at St. Mark’s
_____ Music (choir, lessons)
_____ Children/youth classes & programs
_____ Adult classes
_____ Senior programs/activities
_____ Outreach/community service
_____ Environmental issues
_____ Yoga classes
_____ Dance classes
_____ St. Mark’s Players (theatrical productions)
Would you like to be contacted by a clergyperson? _____ Yes _____ No
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