
Timeline of Good Neighbors Capitol Hill  
A Refugee Ministry in Washington, D.C. 

 
Spring 2016 – Several Capitol Hill congregations began to have separate conversations about 
providing assistance to refugee families.  Upon discovering their common interests, the religious 
communities began to together to prepare to sponsor a family. 
 

Summer and Fall of 2016 - Training and consultation with Lutheran Social Services of the 
National Capital Area (LSS/NCA) to sponsor a refugee family through their faith outreach 
program – the Good Neighbor Project.  Volunteer teams form for areas such as hospitality, 
employment, transportation, and communications. Volunteers look for housing and begin 
collecting furniture for a family. 
 

December 2016 – GNCH learns we will be sponsoring a family from Afghanistan.  The father 
was an interpreter for U.S. forces and feared retribution against his young family -- his wife, a 
five-year-old daughter, and a two-year-old son.  After a two-year process of vetting, the family 
has received their visas.  While waiting for our own family and preparing their two-bedroom 
apartment, the Hospitality Team gathers enough furnishings to help three other families who 
have settled in Cheverly, Md. 
 

January 2017 – The family arrives and volunteers from the team greet them at the airport and 
take them to their apartment.  It had been completely furnished, including toys, a stocked 
refrigerator, and an Afghan meal for their first night in America.  The family immediately begins 
ESL and cultural assimilation classes.  
 

GNCH support for the family includes payment of rent and utilities, providing electronic 
equipment, transportation to medical and other appointments, assistance with schools, applying 
for jobs, and purchase of a car.   
 

GNCH is contacted by the PTA at Gladys Noon Spellman School in Cheverly and begins 
helping with additional families.   
 

April 2017 – NPR’s “Here and Now” airs a segment April 12 focusing on the family and their 
first weeks in the U.S.  The father passes his driver’s test and gets his Green Card.  A used 
Toyota Corolla is purchased for the family’s use. 
 

With the help of the Employment Team the father gets a full time job as an intern/contractor with 
a Baltimore company that organizes interpretation/translation for patients and others, primarily 
in the health area. 
 

May 2017 – GNCH began to address issues related to independence such as managing 
finances and childcare.  Members of GNCH arrange special events for their communities to 
meet the family and share time together. NPR does a follow-up story on May 30 with details 
about the purchase of the car and his job and the difference it is making in his life.  The family 
begins celebrating their first Ramadan in the United States.  We learn that some area families 
have returned to Afghanistan for economic reasons. 
 

August 2017 – GNCH is working to support several Afghan families who arrived through 
LSS/NCA and the International Rescue Committee.  The assistance takes a variety of forms 
including furnishing apartments, employment searches, financial support, transportation, and 



cultural assimilation.  After over a year of effort, the planning committee is considering the future 
and how to best continue to help refugees in our community.  
 

January 2018 – The refugee family celebrated the birth of their third child, a healthy baby girl.  
 

February 2018 – GNCH held a dinner celebrating its work attended by refugee families, 
volunteers, and clergy. DC Councilmembers Elissa Silverman (I-At Large) and Charles Allen 
(Ward 6-D) presented a District Council resolution honoring the work of the ministry. 
 

March 2018 – As of March, 14 apartments had been furnished since 2017.  The apartments of 
new refugee families, which may include as many as ten people, are furnished from top to 
bottom with furniture, kitchen supplies, toiletries, kids’ toys, and groceries.  
 

April 2018 – GNCH provides a variety of support to five families on a regular basis.  
 

May 2018 – The refugee family celebrated the father’s new fulltime job with healthcare.   
 

Types of Assistance  
GNCH provides a variety of assistance to refugee families.  Here is a partial list:  

• Furnishing apartments. 

• Stocking pantries with food and supplies. 

• Helping enroll and acclimate children in school. 

• Focusing on developing English skills. 

• Accompanying individuals or families to medical appointments. 

• Assisting as an advocate for healthcare access. 

• Facilitating financial education. 

• Helping with employment preparation and the job search. 

• Arranging for transportation when public transit is not practical. 

• Helping the refugee family to learn more about their new community. 

• Raising funds to support the refugee community.  
 

Participating Congregations 
We welcome anyone who may be interested in welcoming refugees.  

• Capitol Hill Presbyterian Church   

• Capitol Hill United Methodist Church 

• Capitol Hill Ward of the Latter Day Saints 

• Christ Church Episcopal  

• Hill Havurah  

• Lutheran Church of the Reformation 

• St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

• St. Peter’s Catholic Church  
 

Media Coverage 
Hill Rag, March 6, 2017 
http://www.capitalcommunitynews.com/content/heard-hill-11  
 

WAMU, March 16, 2017 
http://wamu.org/story/17/03/16/resettling-rasoolys-afghan-family-finds-new-home-america/  
 

WAMU, May 30, 2017 
http://wamu.org/story/17/05/30/afghan-refugee-finds-keys-independence-job-car/  



 

Hill Rag, March 12, 2018 
http://hillrag.com/2018/03/12/year-building-bridges/  
 

Contacts  
Kathy Tobias, kathryntobias@hotmail.com, 301-467-2652 
Lutheran Church of the Reformation 
 

Karen Getman, Karen.getman@gmail.com, 202-316-4028 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church  
 

Brendan Danaher, bjdanaher@yahoo.com, 202-279-1119 
Capitol Hill United Methodist Church 

 


