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In our July issue ofhe Gospell wrote about the upcoming
Lambeth Conference — that decennial gathering afliéan
primates hosted by the Archbishop of Canterbuhygh-
lighted the smoldering tensions concerning biblauathority,
human sexuality, and jurisdictional boundariesimgilour
Anglican Communion. | invited us to pray that Amglhism
wouldn’t disintegrate into formal schism. Althougrave our
differences, we can do greater Christian minisigether
than alone (as individual national churches). Maegpwhen
we remain in conversation with “the others” of oun
household, we enhance, verily, make credible otmess of
love and justice to a world torn by competing iaeiés and
missiologies.

I've been asked to contribute a “short” article atmy
sabbatical for the Gospel. This is hard! My tiaveay
was rich and full in the extreme, and it is witgraat
sense of gratitude to you. St. Mark’s, that | agtesum-
marize my experiences.

For my first sabbatical ten years ago, | decidecbiacen-

trate on choral music and Anglican liturgy, sodited
cathedral and collegiate choirs in England andi8go

observe rehearsals, concerts and worship senandso

talk with choir trainers, singers and clergy. Tinise, |
wanted to focus on my first love, the organ, angdan

ticular to experience first-hand a few of the mamnder-

ful historic organs to be found in Europe.

Lambeth is over. Is “the party,” too? Are we stitlging peril-
ously toward schism? | don’'t know. However, somiagh
seem clear.

The Archbishop, the Most Reverend Dr. Rowan Wilkam
desired that Lambeth focus less on making rulesname: on
reestablishing relationships of trust. By many actts, this
happened. However, about 200 bishops, largelyeftbobal
south, who wanted Lambeth to uphold a decidedlyrdwre
view of “the clear teaching of the church,” did rdtend. It
cannot be known what their absence portends fosubeess
of efforts at reconciliation.

Additionally, the Archbishop has called for renewedtraint

Keith rehearses a solo with Charmian Crawford.
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The Episcopal Church allows members of the laityeo
trained to supplement the clergy in taking commuon®
parishioners who cannot get to church. John Baston
currently our sole Lay Eucharistic Minister, or LEM

At St. Mark’s care giving is everyone’s business. Parishioners wishing to receive the Eucharist datsf

happens when we greet someone by name and r&ally lichurch services should contact the church office.

ten to what they have to say, when we pray foo¥ell

parishioners, and when we visit, take a meal, @ffer

ride, or otherwise reach out to those in need.nkha
fully, our parish community is filled with caringdi-
viduals who do these things and many more.

Laying on Hands is a confidential form of prayer of
fered by trained individuals to anyone who seeky it
coming to the high altar during communion on thstfi
and third Sundays of the month.

At the same time, in a congregation as large aed-ev VT A7 8eing Ui il e iligl ERre-giings=

: : L Mark’s.
changing as ours, there is always the possibHity &
parishioner’s needs may not be known to the clergy, On Sunday, October 12 both of our worship services

staff, or other members of the church. Over tithe, will focus on care giving in the Christian traditiand
“Care Givers” program has evolved to assist theggle  the roles that each of us can play in caring fthoiepa-
in identifying and responding to the needs of [raois- rishioners. We will celebrate all those who haaeed
ers. for another person in the past year and we wilbgeze
Lilly March, who has developed our program over the tgfosf A RIS O @I (DR £ [pF: 7 e (CEre’el
past 30 years, serves as its coordinator. Sheiteand P
trains volunteers to serve in one or more roleeddp On Saturday, October 18 from 9 am to 1 pm in the Pa
ing on their interest and experience -- as pastasal ish Hall, Lilly March and parishioner Suella Henfllw
tors, lay Eucharistic ministers and lay serverddging offer a workshop on care giving open to anyonden t
on hands. parish who wants to learn how to provide more sensi
Pastoral visitors coordinate services from meats an VS, CREIEE G211 19 Elneiner Ui |92
rides to simple visits or just offer to listen tdedlow A more complete description is posted on our wab si
parishioner in distress, to “be present” with thema under Parish Life/Care Giving (www.stmarks.net/glari
loving, empathetic way and to accept without judgme _life/). The March 2008 article on Laying on Hangls
their emotions, fears, pain...or silence. also posted there.
!
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. . . by progressives and traditionalists, summoningoatialt
Applause during a church service is inappropriatieis- activities (e.g., same sex blessings for progressand, for

was pointed out to me by someone years ago. Atbhu agitionalists, cross-provincial interventionsitfioment

a!l is dqne fpr the glory C_)f God, and applausedsy) discord. | doubt, however, that either camp wilttail,
disruptive, time-consuming, and often self- much less stop actions that each believes ardifbith
congratulatory. sponses to the gospel.

At St. Mark’s we indulge for too frequently in mid- Further, the work continues toward drafting an Acegh
service applause, usually after a musical offeding Covenant that will define what Anglicans believeh&t

thank-you to someone who has performed nobly on be-ratified, this document almost certainly will comtgrinci-

half of the community. Some of our services solike ples with which progressives, traditionalisiad moderates
political rallies ' agree and disagree. Doubtlessly, what is agreeaolelis-

agreeable will differ for each group.
At the same time, Paul has been exhorting us FOR TE Anglicanism’s historic genius, in part, is exprasietol-

YEARS to offer affirming “amens.” eration of difference — forbearance incarnateduinaapac-
| suggest that we replace applause with “Amen,” and ity to meet, talk, listen, and pray with ho_nesjyi a@harity.
that, if we need to use our hands, we simultangous| e may have reached (or passed) a point in our post
wave them as do the hearing impaired when they ap- modern, pluralistic world —characterized by undettaand

. o a hunger for clarity — where meetiagd stayingwith “the
glczqtﬂis?ruetnzomeone more vocal than | will havento- other” is not considered reasonable or faithful.

“The party” may be over. But | hope not.



$ 0/ teaches in both Rochester and Bremen. At Géteborg
0 University, Hans founded the Goteborg Organ Art-Cen

1" oy # ter (GOArt), which is the only center in the wovithere
My interest in historic organs (and modern instrutee ~ organ building, including conservation, preservagnd
built in historic style) goes back to my undergraigu restoration studies, organ performance studies, and
days at Oberlin when, at the beginning of the histo musicological studies are done under one roof. GOA

performance movement, a young German organist/  has undertaken a complete study of an importaet lat
musicologist named Harald Vogel came to campus and18"-century organ by Casparini in Vilnius, which is
brought the music of Bach and Buxtehude alive With ~ now resulting in a new “copy” of that organ in Resh

historically-informed performances. | have twieeh ter built by GOArt staff, as well as the restoratiuf the
on tours in Europe with Herr Vogel to hear histanie original organ in Vilnius. I've seen the work inogress
gans, but | have longed for the experience of mgti in Rochester several times over the last yeart s@$
know some of these instruments as a performeadin ~ wonderful to see the original, basically unrestosegan
dition, | wanted to experience living in Europether in Vilnius (only three stops playing at the momestyl
than just traveling, and to try to recover somejlmye to visit the GOArt center to meet the people inealyn
skills last used more than twenty years ago. the project. In Vilnius | had the great fortunesizend

time with two of Nadine Hathaway's Peace Corps

| spent the months of February and March in Cappel, friends, and in Géteborg there were many wonderful
tiny town in Lower Saxony near the North Sea. \&hil people and fabulous organs to get to know.

Cappel does not even have one store or a posepific

does boast one of the finest organs by Arp Schmitge ~ Next | went to England, visiting Lichfield, Cambgel
most important 17-century German organ builder. and Saffron Walden, and seeing lots of old friesd
This fabulous organ, built in 1680, and still inarlg  familiar places. | played a short post-Evensongced
original condition, including keyboards, was myvatie at Lichfield Cathedral and renewed many friendships
practice organ for two months (www.arpschnitger.nl/there. 1had a lovely dinner with Tony and Anne-Ba
scappel.html for pictures and more.) | took lesswith nard, who will be here in December, and had several
Herr Vogel in Bremen, coaching organ literature anavisits with Hazel Baker, our long-time Fellowshipk
studying 1% and 18' century performance techniques, contact. | spent several days practicing at Gkokege
traveling by train or zipping down the Autobahnntly  in Cambridge, and then went to Saffron Walden fgr m
little six-speed Mercedes. | had the opporturityrieet  last European concert on their decidedly non-histor
students and faculty, attend concerts, lecturesweord ~ modern instrument! It was great to spend time Witk

ship services (Reformed), and really get to know th drew Malcolm, to sing with the choir, and to seengna
surrounding area. friends. We managed a little trip to Benjamin t&xit's

home in Aldeburgh, visiting a curious 1825 English
During Easter Week | was in Italy, outside of Balag ~ 9an along the way, and compared ales in many pubs.
staying with Gillian Anderson, a former St. Mark’s

choir director, and her friend Lidia Bagnoli, adituart- It was still cold in England, but when | flew to leck
ist and art professor. They live in a former cliire (for the above-mentioned recital) it was springy M
had begun my sabbatical playing concerts in Roehest wonderful week there ended with a glorious day in
NY on the 18-century Italian organ in the Memorial ~ Hamburg where | was thrilled to play the largesaak
Art Gallery (google “Rochester Italian organ”), and Schnitger organ in the Jakobikirche, which | hasited
got to play more Italian organs in ltaly! Gill anged on a Sunday morning several weeks earlier. Tien, t
two concerts for me, one on an early’Z&ntury organ ~ “organ” part of the European journey over, it wésto
in the chapel of the Prosthetic Center in Vigoesj Athens for a week to visit old friends and ancienns,
another, on a more modern instrument, as part eflan  followed by four days of intense museum hopping in
day festival at her parish church in Mezzolarae Th Amsterdam before my reluctant return to the US.

highlight of the visit was hearing and playing tley
old organ (1475) at San Petronio in Bologna, wigch Here at home the sabbatical experience continu&swh
among the great treasures of European musicabinstr | played a North German program for the Grace Ghurc
ments. And yes, there was lots of great food aingélw  Bach Festival in Georgetown in early July, and veith
visit to the nearly-complete new Casparini-stylgaor
After Germany and ltaly, | pursued another thredd oin Rochester. The end of that particular thredtl wi
interest that connects Rochester, NY, Vilnius, bithia, ~come in October when | will participate in the feisies
and Goteborg, Sweden, and was possible with the hefor the dedication of the organ during the EROltives

of the Swedish organist Hans Davidsson, who nowvhich will include concerts by Hans Davidsson and
Harald Vogel, and presentations by GOArt staff t me
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In preparation for this year's Canvass, please ¢alesv moments and study the chart below. It shtvsanges for
the 397 pledges St. Mark’s received for 2008. TWerage pledge for 2008 was about $2,200; the largasber of
pledges was for amounts of $1,500 or less.

Please take a few moments and think about youtvaweent in the St. Mark’s community. How you ar@ported
and how you aren’t. What you like and what you dlowhere you are on the chart and what that maé&hst you
think about people below you and above you. Fdrtnpw, just notice things. Perhaps, if questiam®se up you
might send them to me or better yet, ask someblzgyyeu know at St. Mark’s. Or, bring them to y@anvass din-
ner.
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Many of you many may have been wondering, “Whede di
Otis go and what is he doing?” Well, the short agrsis that |
am in the discernment process, the time in whiehdibcese
and | seek to determine if there is a mutual sefsall for

me to be ordained to the Episcopal priesthoods phicess
required that | be placed in a church in the dieddifferent
from my home church. The purpose is to allow peagho
did not know me and potentially had a differentigfaculture
to assess my gifts and growth edges as well atettify a
calling in my life for clerical ministry. Thus, ilate January, |
set off for St. Philip’s in Anacostia (near the Eipair,) a
small, prayerful, mostly older, black congregatidrhe desire
of the members of this small church to do outréache
community, as well as the visceral nature of thpirituality
helped to attract me to interning there.

There are many things | could try to cram into thiter (such

as the trial by fire | experienced as my discernncemmittee
at St. Philip’s processed having a gay intern) weler, the
shortness of this missive requires that | focushernrealiza-
tion that is the most significant to me. To mypsise, it is
not a rational or intellectual epiphany but, rattar affective
one. | have uncovered within myself a deep andiagildbve
for those who actively walk the path of Jesus inBpiscopal
tradition, for we are a special and particular peofWhether
it is at St. Mark’s or St. Philip’s or the othenchhes | spend
time at, | find people participating in our commuggiritual
journal in the hopes of having a deeper experiend®ing
whole, authentic and fully human. | love thesesajers for
they are my people. Perhaps as | walk alongsidleesh on
our pilgrim way, in both their joy and their palmay grow
in my own experience of being whole, authentic g hu-
man. Perhaps.

| ask that you remember me in your prayers. Mag,Gdo
loved us when we were yet afar off, bless us amgh kes.
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We recently had a celebration of Paul Abernathy’s
thirty years in the priesthood, twenty years in the
Diocese of Washington and ten years as rector.of St
Mark’s. It was a wonderful weekend of love and af-
fection but, like most celebrations, there comes a
time when the party’s over and Paul gets taken for
granted.

My family and | came to St. Mark’s just after Jim
Adams’s departure. While we were welcomed by
some, our true acceptance began with Paul’s arrival
nearly two years later. His enthusiasm and honesty
enveloped us and brought us more deeply into a
community that had been just a place to worship on
high holy days.

Several years ago, when we had been absent from
church for some weeks, Paul called to check in with
us. He left us a message and | called back taret h
know that we'd been particularly busy-- but | récal
now how surprised | was to get that message. No one
had ever called to check on us before, and it was a
tually remarkable to me that someone had noticed. |

fact, | think it was a catalyst for us to start ¢éogito
St. Mark’s on a more regular basis. There’s nothing
like feeling appreciated.

St. Mark’s has become my home since that time, but
I might still be just an Advent visitor if it wer&rior
Paul’'s willingness to reach out. Paul drew me in
through that phone call, and through his remarkable
sermons, and through his willingness to admit his
failures and to call us to admit ours. He drew me i
through his laughter and his compassion and his vi-
sion for something bigger. He drew me in through
his extraordinary wife, who somehow manages to be
both bold and practical at the same time, constantl
believing that we can be so much more than we are.

Sometimes we neglect, in the daily push and pull of
our lives, to acknowledge those who work so hard to
create continuity and balance, providing us with th
springboard to soar to new heights, while stilljkee
ing the home fires burning.

Thank you, Paul. And | promise to say it more than
once a year.

L

Eva Dalzell and Maddie Hartke-Weber were thrilled t
attend the Royal School of Church Music choir canp
King's College in Wilkes-Barre, PA this past Juljey
are pictured here with choirmaster Richard Tamwvbg
is music director of Blackburn Cathedral in Blackiu
England. The girls' camp tuition was generously sup
ported by the St. Mark's Players, the Chancel Chiwgr
Arts Endowment, and the Youth Program.

The Boys and Girls Choir begins rehearsals again in
September and welcomes new choristers who are cur-
rently in grades 4 through 8; contact Keith Redseih.
reas@stmarks.net for more information.



The Co-Directors of Christian Education are im-
mensely grateful for those who have stepped up to
teach both adult and youth classes this year. We
especially want the parents of St. Mark’s youth to
know about those who will be teaching Sunday
School classes. They are:

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Supervisor: Terri Trissell

Catechesis | Teachers: Evelyn Sinclair, Michelle
Mathew, Donna Moran, Suzanne Wells

Catechesis Il Teachers: Mary Jo Detweiler, David

Trissell, Jo Dee Winterhoff, Jane Rutherford, Jeff
Kincheloe

4th and 5th grade Class
Supervisor: Bill Jordan

Teachers: Eric Fiala, Deanna Garner, Liz Layton

S,

Middle School
Supervisor: Marilu Sherer

Teachers: Bart Barnes, Julie Murphy, Jon Schans

High School:
Supervisor: Stan Smith

Teachers: Hester Ohbi, Anne Toeniskoetter, An-
gelique Doravio-Sanders

Substitute Teachers: Barbara Caceres, Kim Fon-
dren, Paul Albergo

Parents, please reach out to the teachers who will
be working with your children, make sure your reg-
istration forms are in, and let the teachers know
about any special concerns or interests you have
about the Sunday School year.

In addition, Youth Director Sian Jones will be
working with each of the Sunday School classes
from the fourth grade up on a youth activity each
month. It promises to be a busy and stimulating
year.

A women’s trip to Honduras is being planned for ey, 2009! The purpose of the trip is for us to
make connections with women in rural communitieseithrough conversations and service projects
designed to strengthen our bonds of friendshipe ffip will be Saturday, February 14 to Monday,
February 23 and will take us to Trinidad and la &ti&, the same communities that the teens visited

in June.

There will be an informational meeting on Tuesdggptember 23at 7:30 in the Parish Hall for
women interested in learning more about this tiipe leaders are Pontheolla Abernathy, Jennifer
Dalzell, and Betsy Agle and there is room for témeo St. Mark’s women.

Sound interesting? Want more details? Ask Pontbyemail you a copy of the publicity flyer and
let her know you are interested in attending thdanmation meeting
(ponthy@verizon.net; 202-544-9532).
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Helen Slingluff White, St. Mark’s most recent searin
ian, was ordained into the priesthood on Saturday,
gust 2% at St. George’s, Savannah, Georgia, where she
will serve as assistant rector. The Bishop of Geor
The Rt. Rev. Henry Louttit presided. Helen was pre-
sented for ordination by the Rev. James ParkertoRec
St. George’s, her husband, Michael, her mother gistar
ret Slingluff, and Jane Osborne, convener of Hele-
visory committee at St. Mark’s. Parishioners froath
St. George’s and Christ Church, Savannah, where Mi-
chael is Rector, participated in the service, foigra

joint choir and providing a feast for the receptioh
lowing. Helen’s sons Ethan and Jay assisted Midhae
vesting their mother. A large number of clergytigar
pated in the service including Helen'’s brotherdm
Stan. The next day, Sunday, thd'24elen presided at
the service and performed her first Eucharist.

Helen and Michael will both be in the thick of thg In
addition to her role as Assistant Rector at St.rges,
Helen is Chaplain at Armstrong State University and
charged with creating a new campus ministry théde.
chael’s parish, Christ Church, the oldest Episcopal
church in the United States, having been founded in
1773, is in the middle of an ugly doctrinal splithe
former rector and some parishioners have left #ie n
tional Episcopal Church and affiliated with the lBig
of Uganda. Michael’'s parishioners are those wighm
maintain their ties with the national church. Téeran
ongoing fight over who owns the church property.

Helen and Michael both spoke fondly of St. Mark’s.
Helen said that her exposure to the St. Mark’s camm
nity and her work with Paul and her advisory coneeit
are central to who she has become as a persorsand a
priest. She is very grateful.
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Sweden.

In the summer | also spent several weeks with myiljeat our cottage on Keuka Lake in NY State. vé&ebrated
my Dad’s 84 birthday in May, and my step-mother's'8@ July. My dad is in stable health, but becorrfirag,
and my step-mother is in the early stages of Alneeis disease, so | am particularly grateful far #uditional time
| was able to spend with them.

There was a bit of boating and sailing, too — atléke, and on the bay in Cancun.

Well, this was not short, but it really only scitas the surface. There are lots of fun detailsrttay come up in
conversation (like Holy Week and Easter in the thurch in Cappel and playing for my first Germagdding!). It
really was a wonderful and amazing time. One efgteat gifts of this sabbatical was the hospytalitd friendship
of wonderful people everywhere | went. Some oflamg-held dreams have been fulfilled, lasting fdships have
been formed, and the foundation has been laiditoré endeavors

What remains is to thank you, the St. Mark’s comityuPaul, the Vestry, staff members, choir memizerd
friends, for making this fabulous time possiblehds been a great gift to me, and | am very guatéfhank you so
much.
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