
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Presider & Preacher  
The Reverend Paul Roberts Abernathy, Rector 

 
 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Jeff  Kempskie 

 
 
 
 

Cell Phones – Please turn off your cell phone or other electronic devices at any time you are in the Nave. 
Hearing – Infrared headsets providing amplified sound are in the tract racks by the doors, or ask an usher. 

    Welcome toWelcome toWelcome toWelcome to    
        

St. Mark’s Episcopal ChurchSt. Mark’s Episcopal ChurchSt. Mark’s Episcopal ChurchSt. Mark’s Episcopal Church    

+    

Capitol HillCapitol HillCapitol HillCapitol Hill    
    

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
 

St. Mark’s is an open community, welcoming people wherever they are on 
their faith journey. We celebrate the gifts of God that empower us to en-
gage boldly in the struggles of life and to care for others with love, justice, 
and compassion. 

_______________________ 

    

    

10:00am Holy Eucharist  
 

 

_______________________ 

    

Holy Cross DayHoly Cross DayHoly Cross DayHoly Cross Day    
    

Sunday, September 14, 2014Sunday, September 14, 2014Sunday, September 14, 2014Sunday, September 14, 2014    
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WELCOME to ST. MARK’S! 
 

Wherever you are on your faith journey, please know you are welcome to celebrate life with us. 
 

Please sit anywhere in the Nave—if you use a hearing aid with a T-setting, you need to sit within the front 
three rows to access our tele-loop system. You may also ask an usher to borrow one of our infrared headsets. 
 

We offer open communion, our way of inviting any and all to partake in the Eucharistic supper: this is God’s meal. 
We gather around the altar and you are most welcome regardless of your religion, beliefs, or practices. 
 

Childcare: the Nursery is open! Children up to age 3 are welcome. Take the stairs to the lower level; turn 
right to go down the hall to the Nursery, which will be the last room on your right. 
 

Announcements are at the back of this bulletin;  you will also hear oral announcements during the ser-
vice. To become more informed and engaged with the community, you are invited to subscribe to our 
weekly electronic newsletter at www.stmarks.net/gospelnewsletter. 
 
Restrooms are available in the foyer and on the lower level. 
 
Lost & Found is managed by our Sexton, maintenance contractor Ed Green. Please contact him or his 
staff (David Durant & Keith Green) to see if your item has been found or to turn in an item you’ve found. 
(240-447-0027) 
 

SEPTEMBER  WORSHIP SERVICE INFORMATIONSEPTEMBER  WORSHIP SERVICE INFORMATIONSEPTEMBER  WORSHIP SERVICE INFORMATIONSEPTEMBER  WORSHIP SERVICE INFORMATION    
 

10:00 am Holy Eucharist  
 

5:00 pm Contemplative Eucharist, often celebrated by candlelight, with limited music and a homily and 
is followed by “Holy Happy Hour,” frequently with shared food and beverage. 
 
 

FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE     
 

Starting October 5, we will resume our regular morning worship schedule:  
 
 9:00 am Holy Eucharist 
10:00 am Sermon Seminar, Sunday school classes for children and adults 
11:15 am Holy Eucharist with sermon 
 5:00 pm Contemplative  Eucharist 

    

WORSHIP IN THE ROUNDWORSHIP IN THE ROUNDWORSHIP IN THE ROUNDWORSHIP IN THE ROUND    
    

has been part of our community since 1965. The center altar allows a changing hanging…for Pentecost, it 
is the Honduras Cross, which symbolizes St. Mark's connection with the broader Anglican Communion and 
our obligations to our sisters and brothers around the world, particularly with our sister congregations in the 
San Marcos Cluster in Honduras. Eileen Blumenthal and the 2000 Mission to Honduras designed the cross, 
and Eileen commissioned its construction in Honduras as a gift to St. Mark's community. 
 

An abstract Resurrected Cross stands in front of the lectern. Created by Lynda Smith-Bugge from local 
burled maples and black walnut, its closed vertical has opened as rays and circles lift the outstretched 
arms of the cross symbolizing the opening of arms to Lynda’s family and others in our community. 

 

�  �  � 
 

 



 

 

Prelude Larghetto from Trumpet Voluntary        John Bennett (1735-1784) 
 

We GatherWe GatherWe GatherWe Gather    
 
Opening Hymn 400 All creatures of our God and King, vv. 1, 4, 5, 7        Lasst uns erfreuen 
 
Opening Sentences 

 

Presider O’er the crowded ways of our lives, we cross; 

 

People our paths both sunlit by joy and o’ershadowed by sorrow; 
  both arising by nature’s cause and bestowed by human hand. 

 

Presider At all times, in every place and circumstance, may we heed the voice 

 

People of the One who calls us, as he, to lift the cross of love’s  
  sacrifice. 
 
Collect 

 

Presider My sisters and brothers, let us pray together, saying 
All  O Jesus, you, committed to your life’s cause of justice for all, faithfully         
  followed your path all the way to the cross of your death. Grant us your spirit  
  of unconditional grace that we, bound by the freedom of love’s impartiality,  
  lay down our lives for all. Amen. 
 

We read and reflect on God’s WordWe read and reflect on God’s WordWe read and reflect on God’s WordWe read and reflect on God’s Word    
 
The Hebrew Scripture – Numbers 21.4b-9, revised           Read by Nat White 
 

(Amid the exodus trek) the people became impatient on the way, speaking against God and 
Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no 
food and no water, and we detest this miserable (manna).” God sent poisonous serpents, biting 
the people so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses, beseeching, “We have 
sinned by speaking against God and against you. Pray to God to take the serpents away 
from us.” Moses prayed and God said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a 
pole. Everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” Moses fashioned a serpent of bronze, 
setting it upon a pole. Whenever one, bitten by a snake, looked up at the serpent of bronze, 
that one lived. 
 

Reader Let us hear what the Spirit says to us. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
The Epistle – 1 Corinthians 1.18-24, revised   Read by    

 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. As it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 
the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the wise one? The scribe? The debater 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? In the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom. So, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. Though Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 



 

wisdom, we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 
but to those who hear and heed, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the is power of God and the 
wisdom of God. 
 

Reader Let us hear what the Spirit says to us. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
The Gospel – John 3.13-17, revised 
 

Gospeller  The Good News of Jesus according to John. 
People      
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Jesus said to Nicodemus) No one has ascended into heaven except the one who de-
scended from heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For 
God so loved the world, giving the only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
 

Gospeller  The Gospel of Jesus.  
People    
 
 
 
 
Sermon — Cross-Training           The Rector 
 
An Affirmation 
 

All  We believe in God who creates life. In love, we rejoice. 
 We believe in Jesus, sent by God to live life among us, to show us, in word  
 and deed, love and justice. By faith, we follow. 
 We believe in God’s Spirit who, in all time and space, in all and in us,  
 sustains life. Through hope, we serve and share. 
 

Prayers of the People             Led by Randy Marks 
 

Leader As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
People may we look up to behold the healing that comes from above. 

 

Leader As Jesus spoke, too, of being lifted up from the earth, 
People may we take hold of him who always walks beside us. 
 
Leader As we lift our voices always in thanks to God, 
People may we hold out our hands in service of all around us. 
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Leader  We invite everyone to offer prayers, silently or if aloud, saying, “This is my prayer” 
  to which all will respond “Amen.” 

 
A time is allotted for individual prayers. 

 
Leader Let us pray. 
All  We offer our prayers in the faith that you, O God, love us, that Jesus our risen     
  brother walks with us, and that the Holy Spirit strengthens us. Amen.  
 
Corporate Confession 
Presider Let us, together, in honesty, acknowledge our brokenness. 

 
A moment of silence is observed. 

 

All  We confess that there is a cross at the heart of our lives; the conflict between  
  the good that we will and the often less than good that we do, the clash        
  between the virtues we profess with our lips and our failure to fulfill them in 
  deed. This, our life’s burden, that always was, always is, always will be, Jesus 
  calls us daily to take up. Trusting in his love for us, in faith, we follow him    
  with hope that he will help us bear our cross. Amen. 
 

Presider O God, the healing of perfect peace with ourselves is beyond our power to grant.  
  By your Spirit, may Jesus, our Immanuel, “God with us”, reconcile us to you that  
  we always may rise from our failure to try again. 
  
The Peace 
 

Presider God’s reconciling peace be with us and through us shared with all. 
People  Amen! 
 
Rector’s Greeting 

    

We gather round God’s TableWe gather round God’s TableWe gather round God’s TableWe gather round God’s Table    
 
Offertory Anthem   
God so loved the world                 John Stainer 
              Chancel Choir            (1840-1901) 
 

God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, 
That whoso believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world,  
But that the world through him might be saved. 
 
Presentation Hymn 288, v.3               Dix 
 

As thy prospering hand hath blessed, may we give thee of our best; 
And by deeds of kindly love for thy mercies grateful prove; 
Singing thus through all our days praise to God, immortal praise. 
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Eucharistic Prayer  
 

Presider Our God be with us. 
People Always with us. 
 

Presider Let us lift our hearts. 
 

People We lift them to God. 
 

Presider Giving thanks to God. 
People As is always right and true. 
 

Presider It is our joy to join our voices in praise of our God, the light of whose wisdom of the   
  presence and the power of love’s sacrifice shines forth from a cross, proving imprudent 
  our trust in our desires and impulsive our pursuit of the devices of our hearts. 

 

  Therefore, to you, our God, we now, in the company of every living thing in heaven   
  and on earth throughout all generations, sing this hymn: 

 

Sanctus                 Peter Crisafulli 
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Presider Yea, our God, we confess how hard it is to hold in our hearts the wisdom of  the cross,  
  for by our hands we continue to corrupt your call to us in our creation, claiming all 
  things as our possessions, meant for the fulfillment of our purposes. 

 

  Yet, our God, in the wisdom of your love you never forsake us, alway seeking us,  
  sending Jesus who, by word and deed, called us to return, in love and justice, to  
  the eternal purpose of our creation. Wedded to our way, we rejected him. True to  
  his cause, Jesus, turned not aside from following his call, entering the shadow of  
  the cross and facing his death. 

 

  On that night before he died, he gave to his friends and to us a memorial that we might 
  recall who he is and who we are in him; taking, blessing, breaking, and giving bread, 
  saying, “This, my body, is for you. Eat and remember me.” Jesus then took, blessed, 
  and offered the cup of wine, saying, “This, my blood, is for you. Drink and remember 
  me.” 
 

  By the loving sacrifice of Jesus and through the living symbol of this meal, praying    
  that the Spirit make this bread and wine for us our spiritual food, let us, in our partaking, 
  behold anew our calling in service to God, one another, and all creation. 
All  AMEN   
 
A Prayer 
 

Presider Let us pray, 
All  O God, our eternal Mother and Father who inhabits the heavens, we, your     
  children, here on earth, honor your Name as holy; laboring for your kingdom   
  of just love, and praying for fulfillment of your will. 

 

  Sustain us with the bread of strength for each day, and, as we fall short of    
  your will, pardon our sins as we pardon all who sin against us. 

 

  Spare us from all trial and tribulation; yet, as they befall, save us from all      
  haunt of evil. 

 

  For in your reigning kingdom, power, and glory we rejoice, now and forever. 
  Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
Fraction Anthem               Peter Crisafulli 
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Invitation to Communion 
 

Presider We, St. Mark’s, recognize this as God’s table set before us and for all and this bread 
  and wine as God’s food for us and for all. Therefore whoever we are, from wherever 
  we have come, and whatever we believe, 
All  All are welcome and invited to receive. Amen! 
 
The Communion 

 

We observe an open Communion. All are invited to God’s Table. Gather around the altar platform. You may con-
sume the bread, then receive the wine by taking a sip from the chalice or goblet OR you may hold the bread, 
which will signal that you wish to intinct (dip the bread) into the chalice or the goblet. A non-alcoholic alternative 
to wine is offered in the glass goblet. When you have received, please depart in peace. 

 
Music During Communion 
 
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross       Words by Isaac Watts 
       Chancel Choir   Music by Richard Shephard 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross, on which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 

See from his head, his hands, and feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

Hymn 336 Come with us, O blessed Jesus           Werde munter 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Presider   Let us pray. 
All   O God, we offer our words of thanks for your Word of love made flesh in Jesus   
  who, by your Spirit, through this life-giving food, sustains us anew. Now, in  
  our renewed strength, send us forth in your service that all may know through 
  us the grace of your goodness. Amen. 
 

We depart in peaceWe depart in peaceWe depart in peaceWe depart in peace    
 

Closing Hymn 473 Lift high the cross              Crucifer 
 
Blessing  
Presider We glory in the cross of Christ, towering o’er all time, the symbol of the light of our    
  sacred story sublime. In our days, whate’er we behold, whate’er befalls, whether  
  bane or blessing, pain or pleasure, may the peace of God that knows no measure 
  abide with us and within us. 
All   Amen! 
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Dismissal  
 

Presider As the arms of the cross extend outward, let us go forth from this place, sharing  
  God’s love and justice with all. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
All  Thanks be to our God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Postlude Allegro from Voluntary II           John Stanley (1713-1786) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�  �  � 
 

Liturgical Leaders and Worship Participants 
 

Verger   David Deutsch  
 

Acolyte   Michael Knipe, Crucifer,  

  

Altar Guild   Karen Falk, Ruth Ann Hess 

 

Beadles            Betsy Agle  

 

Bread & Wine   Beryl Mahoney-Lillaston 
 

Greeters   Nora Rumpf, Mary Thuell 
 

Lay Servers   Bill Doolittle, Linda Ewald, Raiford Gaffney, Linda Huntington 

 

�  �  � 
 

 
 

 
Acknowledgements: This Eucharistic Liturgy, Cross Practice (Opening Sentences [based on the words of Frank Mason North, 
1905], Collect, An Affirmation, Prayers of the People, Corporate Confession, The Peace, Eucharistic Prayer, A Prayer, Invitation to 
Communion, Post-Communion Prayer, Blessing [based on the words of John Bowring, 1825], and Dismissal) was written by the 
Rector.  
 
PERMISSIONS Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus. Music: Peter Crisafulli, from Music for the Holy Eucharist Rite II, © 2002 Peter 
Crisafulli. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover. Music: Peter Crisafulli, from Music for the 
Holy Eucharist Rite II, © 2002 Peter Crisafulli. Used by permission. All rights reserved. When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross.   Words: Isaac Watts, Music: Richard Shephard, © 1997 St. James Music Press. All rights reserved. Reprinted un-
der OneLicense.net A-718991. 
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New Rector Search and Discernment Process: 

Update and Discussion 

at 11:00 a.m. 
 

 
 

Announcements 
Please limit announcements to one minute each. 

 
Search & Discernment Update & Discussion 

 

Led by: 

Joey Rick, Canon for Congregational Vitality, Episcopal Diocese of Washington 

Grady Hedgespeth, Senior Warden 

Jim Ashley, Co-Chair, Discernment and Search Committee 

Nadine Hathaway, Co-Chair, Discernment and Search Committee  

 
�  �  � 

 



 

 

�  �  � 
 
    

Parish Prayer ListParish Prayer ListParish Prayer ListParish Prayer List    
 
 

Lolita Abernathy (Paul’s mother)  •   Frederica Barrow  •   Paul Bugge •   
Sylvie Kalas Braddock (Barbara Nelson’s granddaughter)  •  Joya Cox  •   

Taylor Emerson (Randy Marks’ niece)  •   Celia Hahn  •   
Patricia Harold  (Rosemary Harold’s mother)   •   Rick Hayes  •   

Alice Kistler (Kathryn Powers’ sister)  •  Dennis Lewis  •   
Elizabeth Long  •  Nat Marks •  Lila Marks  •   

Sister Mary Davida Morgan (Mary Welker’s sister) •   
Randell Prothro  •   Bruce Ritter  •  Arnold Taylor •  

Geneva Watkins (Pontheolla’s mother)  
 

Military Deaths 
 

Sgt. Christopher W. Mulalley, 26, of Eureka, CA 

Sgt. 1st Class Matthew I. Leggett, 39, of Ruskin, FL 

 
 

 
Those of our Parish serving in the military:  

 

Vincent Alcazar (Parishioner) 
Clint Billings (son of Kevin Billings and Mary Louise Wagner) 

P. J. Boehm (brother of Rachel Boehm)  
Stephen Dannenmaier (brother and brother-in-law of Bill and Molly Dannenmaier) 

Jason Earnest (son of Erika Bugge, grandson of Paul Bugge and Lynda Smith-Bugge) 
David Fuller  (son of Brock and Penny Hansen) 

Joshua Russo (nephew of Stephanie and David Deutsch) 
Dani Stearman (niece of Bill and Molly Dannenmaier) 

Thomas Winkler (nephew of Stephanie and David Deutsch) 
 

 

 

 

 

�  �  � 
 
 

In the Diocese of Washington: 
 

 

All Native Americans and Native American congregations  
 

In the Anglican Communion: 
 

 

The Anglican Church of Tanzania  
The Most Reverend Jacob Erasto Chimeledya Archbishop of Tanzania & Bishop of Mpwapwa  

 
�  �  � 
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AnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncements 
 

Announcements, not to exceed 125 words, are to be submitted to angela.nedd@stmarks.net  
 by 5:00 pm on the Tuesday preceding the Sunday you wish the announcement to run. 

 

Move Related Announcements 
 

1. GIVE-AWAY DAYS: We stored lots of things we weren't certain would be needed. Now it turns out that 
2020 has purchased new desks, chairs, filing cabinets, lamps, etc., so we need to find new homes for 
these old but useful items. On Saturday Sept.13th and Sunday Sept 14th (hours to be announced) we will 
hold a first-come-first-served give away. Come prepared to haul away (we do not deliver) whatever you 
may want before we open the giveaway to other churches… and trash the remainder. 
 

2. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: At various points in the moving in process, Transition could very well use your 
assistance. We can't predict precisely what days and/or how many people so…if you can be available during 
the day Mondays thru Saturdays between now and Sept. 26th, email us (transitionteam2020@gmail.com) 
clearly stating when (which days, what hours) you can show up. If we need help on the day(s) you offer, we'll 
call you to schedule you; please don't just show up unless you've been called since we don't want folks mak-
ing the effort to get to St. Mark's only to find that they're not needed. 
 

From the Office 
 

3. ASSOCIATE RECTOR ON LEAVE. The Reverend Justi Schunior will be out of the office Monday, 
September 8 through Sunday, September 21. For pastoral concerns, please contact our Rector, The Rev-
erend Paul Roberts Abernathy or office staff for additional assistance.  
 

4. TOURS OF THE NEW OFFICE SUITE. While we are eager to show off our wonderful new office suite 
to all who have made our amazing renovation happen, we are extra-busy right now, trying to complete our 
move, and simply do not have the time just yet. Once the contractors finish their work and we are able to 
get unpacked and settled in, we will offer scheduled tours -- the best way to show the most people what 
all their hard work has produced.  Watch upcoming issues of The Gospel and the Sunday service bulletins 
for announcements about tour dates and times – and how to sign up.  
 

5. DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMETNS. Now that we’re past the move, the deadline for bul-
letin announcements is again 5:00 pm, Tuesdays preceding the Sunday you wish the announcement to 
run. The maximum length is 125 words. The Parish Administrator for Programs & Facilities will edit an-
nouncements for formatting and that exceed the word limit as necessary. Beginning October 5, each      
announcement can run in the bulletin for nor more than three weeks. 
 

6. HOW TO RESERVE SPACE FOR CHURCH ACTIVITIES. Although we now have more meeting rooms 
than we’ve ever had, we are a very active community, so space is still at a premium. To schedule your 
next event or meeting: please go to the official parish calendar at www.stmarks.net/calendar/ to select the 
room you’d like to use for your event. Then, in writing, submit your request to Parish Administrator for 
Programs and Facilities Angela Nedd (drop a paper request off to the church office or send to an-
gela.nedd@stmarks.net). Your request should include: 1) the contact person’s name, phone number 
and email; 2) the date of your event; start and end times of your event; 3) your set-up and clean-up times; 
4) your first and second room choices; the name of the event; the number of people attending. After re-
ceiving your request, Angela will confirm your reservation; if there is an unseen conflict, she will let you 
know and seek a suitable alternate location. Thank you for your cooperation; this process allows your re-
quests to be expedited.  
 

7. LOST AND FOUND:  If you think you may have left something behind, please call our Maintenance 
Contractor, Ed Green, at 240-447-0027.   
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Discernment & Search Committee 
 

8. THE SEARCH FOR OUR NEXT RECTOR: St. Mark’s is forming a Discernment and Search Committee 
(DSC) to look for our new rector. This 9-member Search Committee will be chaired by Nadine Hathaway 
and Jim Ashley. It will meet weekly beginning in October and continually the next year. The Vestry ap-
pointed a small Nominating Group to help find and recommend names of parishioners to serve on the 
Search Committee. The Nominating Group is chaired by Bill Jordan and includes Gwen Dillard, Jim 
Steed, Louise Walsh and Caitie Whelan. If you are interested in serving on the Discernment and Search 
Committee, please complete an application form. You will find  the form in the tract rack in the Nave or 
online. Just enter ‘search committee’ on the St. Mark’s website: www.stmarks.net. The first item is a mes-
sage from our Senior Warden describing the search process along with a link at the bottom for an applica-
tion form. You can now email your completed form to: stmarksnomcom@gmail.com. If you complete it by 
hand from the tract rack in the Nave, you can always give it to a member of the Nominating Group before 
September 15. If you have questions, please contact a group member (see their names in the above an-
nouncement) Thank-you! 

 

9. RENEWAL WORKS SURVEY STARTS SEPTEMBER 20. The letter to the Ephesians describes the 
Christian community as the body of Christ, growing, dynamic, changing, evolving, building itself up in love. 
We invite all members to participate in the Renewal Works program by taking an anonymous survey that 
will be available starting on September 20th and ending October 12th.. The Renewal Works program is an 
Episcopal planning tool for examining the life of the congregation. This survey will provide each one of us 
— Middle Schoolers and up — with an opportunity to think about where we are spiritually as individuals 
and help us identify where we are most dynamic as a congregation. We will provide the access code and 
St. Mark's ID number as soon as we have it. For more information please visit http://renewalworks.org/ or 
Jim Ashley (jda112358@yahoo.com) or Nadine Hathaway (nadinehathaway@verizon.net). 
 

Vision 2020 and Transition 
 

10. YOUR NEW PARISH HALL, NEW UNDERCROFT AND OFFICE SUITE: Last Sunday, parishioners 
previewed our new space several years in the making. Scores of you, many with your children, walked 
through our new undercroft, new Parish Hall, and office suite for clergy and staff. So many of you ap-
peared delighted in the new construction even as we have remaining work to complete. As clergy and 
staff unpack and settle into their new offices, and our new Parish Hall nears its final completion, our new 
elevator is ready to take you downstairs to new working bathrooms! [As we go to press, locks to two bath-
rooms outside the Nave are being refitted]. Our new music library, new classrooms and meeting spaces 
are being finished. Since your walk-through last Sunday, our new clergy and staff offices have been 
painted. 
 

11. PUNCH LIST: As expected, it’s lengthy but steady progress is being made in time for our 10:00 am, 
Sunday dedication, September 28, with our bishop. PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
 

12. GONE: OUR TEMPORARY HANDICAPPED ACCESS RAMP! Check out the new ramp into the 
foyer.  Can’t see it? That’s because it so seamlessly blends into our courtyard entrance. Meanwhile, our 
trailers are scheduled to leave early this week. 
 

13. PLEASE EXPLORE AND SAVOR YOUR NEW SPACE: Enjoy what you helped build and please ig-
nore some remaining works-in-progress. Know that all will be in spiffy shape for the Sept 28 dedication! 
It’s because of you that we have this new space.  
 

14. TOURS OF THE NEW OFFICE SUITE. While we are eager to show off our wonderful new office suite 
to all who have made our amazing renovation happen, we are extra-busy right now, trying to complete our 
move, and simply do not have the time just yet. Once the contractors finish their work and we are able to 
get unpacked and settled in, we will offer scheduled tours -- the best way to show the most people what 
all their hard work has produced.  Watch upcoming issues of The Gospel and the Sunday service bulletins 
for announcements about tour dates and times – and how to sign up.  
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15. THANK-YOU! We again want to thank those of you who are able to accelerate your 2014 Vision 2020 
Capital Campaign payments. These early payments help us delay for another month or two the accrual of 
interest on our loan!  Thank you so much. 
 

16. DEDICATION BRUNCH: We need cooks (for the casserole), coffee cake, and grapes. If you can pro-
vide any of the above, please email dmburton21@gmail.com. Recipes (electronic) and pans (9/21) will be 
available. Note: this is NOT a pot-luck brunch! 
 

Worship 
 

17. SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES TO BEGIN WITH PRELUDE MUSIC. Beginning September 7, we 
formally begin the worship service with the Prelude. The Worship Committee asks that you respect this 
time by refraining from conversations in the Nave as much as possible. The Prelude is a musical offering 
that is designed to bring us together for worship, allowing for quiet reflection before the service begins. 
While greeting each other is important, we ask that you do so outside the Nave or near the doors so that 
others can have quiet time. For many people greeting in the Nave is preferable than outdoors, but we'd 
ask for your patience and flexibility as we try something new. Questions or concerns? Please contact 
Jessie Babcock or Alvin Moseberry, Worship Co-Chairs, at (stmarkslpt@gmail.com). 
 

18. SEEKING NEW MEMBERS FOR LITURGY PLANNING TEAM Are you interested in learning how 
and why we do worship at St. Mark's?  Have you ever wondered what's involved in crafting liturgy?  Come 
to the next Liturgy Planning Team meeting and see what it's all about! Tasty beverages included! When: 
Wednesday, October 7, 7:00 pm.  Where: Room A in the new undercroft.   
 

 

Christian Ed 
 

Christian Education Program  
19. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 2014-2015 CATALOGS.   New Christian Education catalogs are in the 
tract racks and will soon be posted on the St Mark's website www.smarks.net/ministry-and-programs/
course-catalog  Pick up your copy of the catalog of classes, workshops and retreats for the coming year, 
illustrated with artwork from Sunday School banners, and beautifully designed by Karen Falk.   
 

NEW! Hold the dates! 
20. LIFE, COMMUNITY & FAITH CLASS (LCF). Religion can be understood as making sense out of our 
existence, which can appear rather (at times, terribly) random. LCF offers us an opportunity to share our 
values and our questions, looking, in community with others, at how we function in our daily living and ex-
amining our responses to key life issues. With an emphasis on authenticity and curiosity, we share our 
spiritual journeys and consider how our stories are reflected in the Christian faith story, exploring how we 
seek and sometimes fail to connect with ourselves, others, and God. The class is open to all, especially 
newcomers. 2 weekend retreats are required as an integral part of the LCF experience. Dates and Time: 
Tuesdays, October 7-December 9, 7:30-9:30 pm. Weekends: Friday-Sunday, October 24-26 and Decem-
ber 5-7, Roslyn Center, Richmond, VA. Leaders: Paul Abernathy, Joe Calizo, Claire Hedgespeth, Grady 
Hedgespeth. Where: Adams Room. Fee: $250 (covers cost of 1st weekend; 2nd weekend paid via Chris-
tian Education fund). 
 

Adult Bible Studies 
21. WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: GOSPEL OF MATTHEW. We will be studying the Gospel 
of Matthew using discussion notes from Bishop John Spong (retired) and other sources. This ongoing Bi-
ble study and discussion group is open  to everyone. When:  September 10 through May, Wednesdays 
11:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., brown bag lunch follows to 1 pm. Where: Adams Room during September 
(elevator now available). Leaders:  Paul Abernathy and lay leaders. Coordinator: Raiford Gaffney. Fee: 
$25 contribution.  
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22. THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: THE GNOSTIC GOSPELS. Please join our evening Bible 
reading group's stimulating study and discussion of Biblical texts and commentary, with a focus on how 
the text can be meaningful in our contemporary context. We will start this fall reading The Gnostic Gos-
pels by Elaine Pagels, with selected readings from The Nag Hammadi Sciptures, edited by Marvin Meyer, 
and select other topics as we go. New members are welcome; no formal training is required.  When:  Oc-
tober 2 through May, Thursdays 7:30-9:00 p.m. Where: New Undercroft meeting room 13. Leaders: An-
drew Stafford, Kathleen Grant, and Bill Jones. Fee:  $25 contribution per semester, plus cost of chosen 
books.   
 

23. MARCHING THROUGH THE BIBLE:  LETTERS TO THE CORINTHIANS.  In Paul's Letters to the 
Corinthians, in the large commercial city of Corinth, the Apostle is dealing with a seriously polarized com-
munity 25 years after the death of Jesus.  Many issues raised by the Corinthians still resonate in today's 
church.  The class discusses the Corinthians text assigned for that Sunday.  Additional outside readings 
are not expected; we are trying to become familiar with reading and discussing the text itself.  Regular at-
tendance is encouraged.  The course name Marching through the Bible is in memory of our long-time con-
vener, Francis "Buzz" March.  When:  October 5 through May, Sundays 10-11 a.m.  Where:  new under-
croft meeting room.  Convener:  Bob Ewald.  Fee:  $25 contribution per semester. 
 

Gateway Classes 
24. INTRODUCTION TO LIFE AT ST. MARK'S.  This Sunday afternoon class offers newcomers an over-
view of the St. Mark's community: who we are, what we do, and how we do what we do.  Near the end of 
the class, parish leaders join us to talk about ways to become involved in our parish life.  When: Today.  
September 14, Noon to 3 pm.  Where: New undercroft meeting room A. Leader: Paul Abernathy. Fee: 
none. 
 

25. NUTS AND BOLTS OF FUNCTIONAL EDUCATION  CANCELLED. This class will be rescheduled 
for later this year.   
 

26. FALL BAPTISM CLASS.  What are the parenting issues and challenges  posed by the Liturgy of Bap-
tism?  This facilitated discussion course explores these questions, and is designed for parents who wish 
to present their child for baptism on Nov. 2 or Jan. 11, with rehearsals on Nov. 1 or Jan. 10.   When:  Oct. 
5, 12, 19, and 26, Sundays 10-12:00 noon. Sign up on sheets on bulletin boards in nave or give your 
name and contact information to the church office Where:  Library, opposite nursery in undercroft.  Lead-
ers:  Beth Mahood and Stewart Andrews.  Fee:  $25 contribution per family.   
 

Sunday School 
27. CHRISTIAN ED SUNDAY, SUNDAY SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE AND REGISTRATION.    On Septem-
ber 21 following the 10 a.m. service,  Christian Education will have Open House in the undercroft class 
rooms with refreshments in the Adams Room. All are invited to visit the new or newly painted and car-
peted class rooms. We will have registration/release forms for parents to complete so children and youth 
can participate in Sunday School and other parish activities for the coming year.  Please bring health in-
surance policy numbers and phone numbers for family doctor and dentist so you can complete the form 
and turn it in.  Handouts on the Youth Choir and Youth and Family activity plans will also be available.     
 

28. SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES BEGIN SUNDAY OCTOBER 5.  Bishop Mariann Budde dedicates St 
Mark's renovated spaces on September 28th. Sunday School classes for children and youth and Bible 
study begin the following Sunday October 5, which also marks the return of two morning services at 9 am 
and 11:15 am.  
 

29. 2014-2015 REGISTRATION/RELEASE FORMS FOR ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH.  Parents, 
please complete registration/release forms for all your children and youth this month.  The forms cover 
participating in Sunday School and all youth activities in the coming year.  Each section of the form must 
either be filled in or initialed to indicate that you are not filling it in.  Please turn in completed forms to 
Susan Block in the church office or to Kitty Donnelly or Peter Sherer or Nora Rumpf.  Print a separate 
form for each child at www.stmarks.net/assets/pdf/Permission_Release_Form_2014-15.pdf 
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Spiritual Practices 
30. EXPLORING SPIRITUAL PRACTICES.  Do you long for spiritual formation or personal practices to 
support your daily life?  Do you want company to start?  Nadine Hathaway, Suella Henn, and  Elizabeth 
McCain have each planned a Sunday afternoon session, in the fall, in Advent, and in Lent, on spiritual 
practices to help you get started.  We will introduce practices such as centering prayer, meditation, chant, 
journaling, lectio divina, and Benedictine spirituality, and will explore and experience them together.  Nad-
ine, Suella, and Elizabeth are trained spiritual directors.  When:  Fall session October 5, Sunday 3 to 5 
pm.  Where:  Undercroft new meeting room.  Leader:  Elizabeth McCain. Fee: None.   
 

Adult Classes 
31. BEYOND THE FRAME DATE CHANGE! Join us to  witness a new form of bead art in Uhbuhle 
Women:  Beadwork and the Art of Independence at the Anacostia Community Museum. In these magnifi-
cent, vivid bead tapestries, the Uhbuhle ("Beautiful") community of women in rural Natal, South Africa, tell 
stories. By living and working together, the women, many stricken with HIV/AIDS, provide for their families 
though this highly personal art form. Among the pieces on display is a wall-sized tapestry of the Crucifix-
ion. Following our morning visit to the museum, we will picnic on the museum grounds or return to Capitol 
Hill for a lunch discussion and afternoon art session inspired by the art we have seen. When: September 
20, meet ca. 10:00 am.. Where: Outside St. Mark's to carpool to Anacostia Community Museum. Lead-
ers: Martha Connor-Donnelly and Penny Farley. Fee: $25. 

 

Meditation 
 

32. MONDAY EVENING MEDITATION. Come meditate with others in a quiet place. When: Mondays, 
7:30-9:00 pm. Where: Nave. Leaders: Fee: $10 donation/class, shared by leaders, Insight Meditation 
Community of Washington, St. Mark's. 

 

33. THURSDAY MORNING MEDITATION sessions are on temporary hiatus and more information will be 
made available later in the fall. 

 

Music 
 

Contact the Director of Music, for further information: jeff.kempskie@stmarks.net 
 

34. DO YOU SING OR PLAY AN INSTRUMENT? If so, we want to know! Singers of all voice parts are 
needed in the Chancel Choir (rehearses Thursdays, 7:30-9:30pm in the Nave beginning Sep. 4). Children 
are invited to sing with the Boys & Girls Choir (rehearses Sundays, 11-11:45am beginning in Sep). More 
ringers are needed in the Handbell Choir (rehearses Wednesdays, 7:00-8:30pm starting in Sep.). No prior 
experience necessary. There are also opportunities to play solo instrumental pieces year-round. 

 

Outreach 
 

35. PILGRIMAGE 2015. THIS AFTERNOON IN THE NAVE – COME TO HEAR FROM AZIZ ABU-
SARAH More than ever, our vision for hope remains steadfast even amidst the tragic events of Gaza. 
Our speaker, Aziz Abu Sarah, will talk about the struggle and help us to understand why it is important to 
pursue the Pilgrimage. Aziz is a co-founder of MEJDI Tours (our multi-narrative guide) and Co-Executive 
Director of the Center for World Religions, Diplomacy and Conflict Resolution at George Mason Univer-
sity.   From a Muslim family, Aziz grew up in Jerusalem with contacts and friends in all sectors of the city. 
After living in the vortex of the struggle, he saw his role as one who could introduce travelers to the com-
plexity and possibility for more a “holy alliance” in Israel and Palestine.  His perspective on the recent con-
flict will launch our year of  multi-narrative events in preparation for the Pilgrimage. Everyone interested in 
the topic is invited to these events. Please join us for the conversations. When: TODAY, 2:00pm — 
4:00pm. Where: Nave. 
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36. ST. MARK’S SHELTER MINISTRY HAS HAD A WONDERFUL AND GRATIFYING SUMMER AT 
EMORY HOUSE. We were successful in taking our ministry beyond our physical church bounda-
ries.  Many volunteers traveled to the Brightwood neighborhood to provide 34 nights of coverage for the 
Capitol Hill Group Ministry-supported homeless family staying there while they prepare to return to self-
sufficiency. Thank you for being part of this important St Mark's effort: Betsy Agle, Katherine Anderson, 
Jessie Babcock, Elizabeth Becker, Chris Berendes and Elin Whitney-Smith, Margaret Brown, Mary 
Jo Detweiler, the Dalzell Family, Stephanie Deutsch, Linda Ewald, Karen Getman, Nadine Hatha-
way, Peter Hawley, Grady Hedgespeth, Ruth Ann Hess, Bill and Cecilie Jones, Bill Jordan, Liz 
Layton, Lena Lupica, Randy Marks, Jordan Meyer, Lisa and Nate Ramisch, Rick and Jane Ruther-
ford, Maureen Shea, and Eleanor Whitman. — Marlan Green and Susan Sedgewick, Shelter Ministry 
coordinators 
 

37. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SUNDAY SUPPERS.  Sunday Suppers is a local, non-profit that 
serves the homeless meals at two D.C. locations every Sunday night.  Volunteers serve a hot meal and 
exchange conversation and fellowship in sit-down, table situations with people living on the street.  There 
are no pre-requisites to volunteer; timing and length of your participation on any Sunday night is flexible.  
Join the group at 6:00 P.M. at 4th and K Streets, NW or at 11th and N Streets NW at 7:30 P.M (concludes 
by 8:30 P.M.).  For more information visit the website at http://www.sundaysuppers.org, email Will Haw-
kins at sundaysuppers1@gmail.com - or speak with Jack Richards of the St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen Team. 
Our team also supports the group with food and supplies for 240 sandwiches each month.  
 

38. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SUNDAY SUPPERS. Sunday Suppers is a local, non-profit that 
serves the homeless meals at two D.C. locations every Sunday night. Volunteers serve a hot meal and 
exchange conversation and fellowship in sit-down, table situations with people living on the street.  There 
are no pre-requisites to volunteer; timing and length of your participation on any Sunday night is flexible.  
Join the group at 6:00 pm at 4th and K Streets, NW or at 11th and N Streets NW at 7:30 P.M (concludes by 
8:30 P.M.). For more information visit the website at http://www.sundaysuppers.org, email Will Hawkins 
(sundaysuppers1@gmail.com) - or speak with Jack Richards of the St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen Team. Our 
team also supports the group with food and supplies for 240 sandwiches each month.  
 

Parish Life 
 

39. DEDICATION BRUNCH: We need cooks (for the casserole), coffee cake, and grapes. If you can pro-
vide any of the above, please email dmburton21@gmail.com. Recipes (electronic) and pans (9/21) will be 
available. Note: this is NOT a pot-luck brunch! 
 

40. SEPTEMBER CHEWING ON FAITH: BACK TO SCHOOL TIME WITH ST. MARK’S CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 6pm, Sunday, September 28, *the NEW Baxter Parish Hall*  Expand your mind!  Meet new 
people!  Ponder all of life’s challenging and interesting questions!  St. Mark’s offers tons of great classes 
during the year – come to the next Chewing on Faith to hear about them.  Classes this year include topics 
ranging from Bible 101 to spiritual practices, personal growth, and more. Join us for a night of food and 
conversation with our own Kitty Donnelly and Peter Sherer, St. Mark’s Christian Education Co-
Chairs.  Bring a dish to share!  RSVP to Ashley Davis, Ashley_davis8@comcast.net   
 

41. READING GROUP meets First Mondays. For .October 6: Annie Dunne by Sebastian Barry.   If you’ve 
read the book, please join us!  When: October  6, 7:30 pm. Where:  Library.  The November 3 book 
is  Death Comes for the Archbishop by Willa Cather.   
 

42. CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for those caring for seriously ill or otherwise incapacitated loved ones 
usually meets the 2nd  and 4th Mondays each month. Contact: Mary Welker (marymwelker@aol.com, 202-387
-4083). When: September 22, 7:30pm. Where: At St. Mark’s, room to be determined. 
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43. SAFEGUARDING GOD’S CHILDREN – Mandatory Training for Working with Kids at St. 
Mark’s. Please sign up to attend the child abuse and sexual misconduct prevention to be offered at St. Mark’s 
(we usually have to go to another parish to take the class.) The Episcopal Diocese of Washington (EDOW) 
and our church policy REQUIRE ALL adults who teach or otherwise work with teens and children take this 
course – including classroom volunteers, lock-in supervisors, teen and ski trip chaperones. First Timers: If you 
have never taken the course and you are a parent or a teacher or would like to be a volunteer to help with the 
youth-related events, sign up to take the class at St. Mark’s. To Renew: If you took the course more than 3 
years ago, your certification has expired and you can renew online. Contact Susan Block, Parish Administra-
tor for Finance & Membership (susan.block@stmarks.net) to take the online renewal course. When:  Satur-
day, October 18, 2014, 9:00 am - 12:30 pm. Where: Parish Hall. More information: www.edow.org/for-
clergy-and-parish-leaders/safe-church/safeguarding-gods-children-training or contact Pam Lacey 
(placey@aga.org).  
 

44. SAFEGUARDING GOD’S CHILDREN TRAINING AT OTHER LOCATIONS: EDOW-required training 
will be offered at St. Mark’s (10/18/2014). If you are unable to attend this class, additional locations at par-
ishes throughout the Washington Diocese will be announced. Check back here or www.edow.org/for-clergy
-and-parish-leaders/safe-church/safeguarding-gods-children-training for more information. 
 

45. YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY BRUNCH AND INFORMATION ABOUT THIS YEAR’S PROGRAM:  On 
Sunday Sept. 21, we will have an open house and refreshments downstairs to learn about Sunday School 
offerings for teens and children, and upstairs in the Nave, we will have a Pub Picnic Brunch and information 
about the Youth and Family Ministry program this year.  Parents and kids – please stop by both spots to learn 
about the great things happening here at St. Mark’s. When: Sunday, September 21, after Sermon Seminar. 
Where: Nave. What: Brunch and YFM Information. Contact: Pam Lacey, Interim Youth and Family Ministry 
Manager, (placey@aga.org) .  

    

Looking for the St. Mark’s calendar? Looking for the St. Mark’s calendar? Looking for the St. Mark’s calendar? Looking for the St. Mark’s calendar?     

    
Due to complications related to construction and the move into the new 
office suite, we were unable to finalize the calendar before press time.  
 
To find out what’s going on in all of our fabulous new (and newly refur-
bished) meeting rooms, please check the official Parish Calendar on the 
St. Mark’s website (www.stmarks.net/calendar/month). 
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Vision2020 

Move-In Schedule 

 

The following schedule of major steps for the move-in has been created by the 

Vision 2020 Steering Committee and Transition Team: 
 

Sept  2-5 Office moved into new building 
 

Sept 3-19 Staff unpacks and sets up new office 
 

Sept 10 Trailer 4 emptied (office supplies; maintenance equipment) 
 

Sept 21 Christian Ed Open House 
 

Sept 20-21 Give-away: parish  (Sat. & Sun.) 
 

Sept 22-24 Give-away: Diocese; kitchen unpacked  (Mon., Tues., & Wed.) 
 

Sept 25 Trash-haul (disposal of unwanted items) (Thurs.) 
 

Sept 28 Dedication 
 

Oct 5 Resume two morning services (9:00 & 11:15), Sermon Seminar 

 (10:00); Sunday School begins; Continue 5:00 pm service 
 

 

LOST or FOUND something? 

Call our Maintenance Contractor, Ed 

Green, at 240-447-0027 



 

 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church + Capitol HillSt. Mark’s Episcopal Church + Capitol HillSt. Mark’s Episcopal Church + Capitol HillSt. Mark’s Episcopal Church + Capitol Hill    
+ 
 

New Address:New Address:New Address:New Address:    

301 A Street, SE, Second Floor301 A Street, SE, Second Floor301 A Street, SE, Second Floor301 A Street, SE, Second Floor    

Washington, DC 20003 Washington, DC 20003 Washington, DC 20003 Washington, DC 20003  
 

202-543-0053 (phone)     

202-546-3695 (fax)      
 

www.stmarks.net  
 

Office Directory 
 

The Rev. Paul Roberts Abernathy, Rector                                                                   paul.abernathy@stmarks.net 

The Rev. Justi  Schunior, Associate Rector                           justi.schunior@stmarks.net 

Jeff Kempskie, Director of Music                                                                          jeff.kempskie@stmarks.net 

Susan Block, Parish Administrator for Finance and Membership            susan.block@stmarks.net 

Angela Nedd, Parish Administrator for Programs and Facilities                            angela.nedd@stmarks.net      

Warren E. O'Hearn, Bookkeeper                                                                               wohearn@hotmail.com 

Edwin D. Green, Maintenance Contractor (240-447-0027)                                  edwin.green@stmarks.net 

Emily Williams Guffey, Seminarian            eguffey@vts.edu 

Lost & Found: please contact Ed Green. (240-447-0027)                                    edwin.green@stmarks.net 

 

Adjunct Clergy: The Reverends William Flanders, Susan Flanders, Carl Siegel, Arnold Taylor 

 
The Vestry 

 

Senior Warden  Grady B. Hedgespeth      seniorwarden.saintmarks@gmail.com 
 

Junior Warden  Michael D. Summey                                         stmarksjuniorwarden@gmail.com 
 

Class of ’15   Jim Steed, Amy Kovac-Ashley, Pamela Lacey  

Class of ‘16   Gwen Dillard, Nora Rumpf, Mary Thuell  

Class of ‘17   Fritz Henn, Martha Huizenga, Stephen Dalzell  

Officers   Penny Hansen, Treasurer 

    (Open) Assistant Treasurer 

    Randy Marks, Register 

                     (Open) Manciple 

    Michael Knipe, Counsel 
 
 
 

Diocesan Delegates 
 

Suella Henn          Raiford Gaffney          Randy Marks          Joseph Tarantolo 


