St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Capitol Hill, Washington, DC
Worship Planning Team Meeting

Tuesday, December 7, 2010

What’s In a Name?
A Proposal of Change

What?   To change the name of the Worship Planning Team to the Liturgy Planning Team.

Why?  As an expression of greater consonance with the work of the body.

Rationale:

Since the late 1960s, the Worship Committee, and since the fall of 2008, the Worship Planning Team, has had charge of overseeing the design and implementation of the public services of the parish (principally those of the Christian Sabbath and of all annual, seasonal celebrations and observances).

While the words “worship” and “liturgy” oft are used interchangeably, given their root meanings, I submit that the latter reflects a greater (more precise) association with the aforementioned labor and, as (perhaps more) importantly, clearly reflects the ethos of the St. Mark’s community.

To wit…

“Worship” is a contraction of the English words “worth” and “ship”, in the original meaning, signifying that corporate action of the people honoring God as the only One worthy of praise and adoration.
“Liturgy” is a contraction of the Greek words “leit” (people) and “ourgia” (work), in the earliest and secular sense, denoting any public labor performed for the sake and in the service of the community. The word “borrowed” (and never returned) by the church came to be applied to the Sabbath rituals of the Christian body, hence, its still frequently transposable use with the word “worship.”
In light of these understandings, the title, Liturgy Planning Team, better represents the work of the people of God of St. Mark’s, laity and clergy, in co-creating rites and rituals that reflect the richness of this community’s theological and ecclesial personality(ties), aiding us in comprehending and communicating more deeply (if never fully) that mysterious, numinous connection between our lore and our lives, verily, that relationship between ourselves as liturgists and our liturgies (that is, our daily living).
– The Reverend Paul Roberts Abernathy, Rector
