
 

 

 
 
 

Presider(9:00)/Co-Presider(11:15) and Preacher 
The Reverend R. Justice Schunior 

 
Children’s Chapel Leader(9:00) and Presider (11:15) 

The Reverend Michele H. Morgan  

 
Substitute Organist 

Mr. Jason West  
 
 

Cell Phones – Please turn off your cell phone or other electronic devices at any time you are in the Nave. 
Hearing – Infrared headsets providing amplified sound are in the tract racks by the doors, or ask an usher. 

    Welcome toWelcome toWelcome toWelcome to    
        

St. Mark’s Episcopal ChurchSt. Mark’s Episcopal ChurchSt. Mark’s Episcopal ChurchSt. Mark’s Episcopal Church    

+    

Capitol HillCapitol HillCapitol HillCapitol Hill    
    

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
 

St. Mark’s is an open community, welcoming people wherever they are on 
their faith journey. We celebrate the gifts of God that empower us to         
engage boldly in the struggles of life and to care for others with love,        
justice, and compassion. 

 

First Sunday of AdventFirst Sunday of AdventFirst Sunday of AdventFirst Sunday of Advent    
    

November 29, 2015November 29, 2015November 29, 2015November 29, 2015    

 
Seasonal Theme:  Keep Awake! God is Coming  

_______________________ 

    

9:00 am Holy Eucharist 

    

9:00 am Children’s Chapel 

 

10:00 am Sermon Seminar 

    

11:15 am Holy Eucharist 
_______________________ 
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WELCOME to ST. MARK’S! 
 

Wherever you are on your faith journey, please know you are welcome to celebrate life with us. 
 
Please sit anywhere in the Nave—if you use a hearing aid with a T-setting, you need to sit within the front 
three rows to access our tele-loop system. You may also ask an usher to borrow one of our infrared headsets. 
 

We offer open communion, which is our way of inviting any and all to partake in the Eucharistic supper: this is God’s 
meal. We gather around the altar and you are most welcome regardless of your religion, beliefs, or practices. 
 

Childcare: the Nursery is open! When it is open, children up to age 3 are welcome. Take the stairs to the 
lower level; turn right to go down the hall to the Nursery, which will be the last room on your right. 
 

Announcements are in the back of this bulletin. They’re a great way to find all that goes on here at St. Mark’s! 
You may also hear oral announcements during the service. To become more informed and engaged with the com-
munity, you are invited to subscribe to our weekly electronic newsletter at www.stmarks.net/gospelnewsletter. 
 

The Parish Calendar is Online at www.stmarks.net/calendar/month.  
 

Restrooms and water fountains are available in the foyer and on the lower level.  
 

Lost & Found is located in the closet above the sales desk in the foyer. Valuables (phones, wallets) are held by 
Green's Maintenance (240-447-0027). Found items should be placed in the box. 
 

Worship in the Round has been part of our community since 1966. The center altar allows a changing 
hanging. In Advent, the Advent Wreath, which was given to St. Mark‘s by Scilla Adams in loving memory of 
her father, Colonel Neil Ramsay, was hand-forged by Richard A. Martin, a metal sculpture in Alexandria, 
Virginia, this work is made of steel with solid-link chains and hammered drip pans, painted black and meas-
uring three feet in diameter, with a cross hanging beneath the central candle   
 

We formally begin the worship service with the Prelude, a musical offering designed to bring us together 
for worship that allows for quiet reflection before the service begins. Please respect this time by refraining 
from conversations in the Nave as much as possible. While greeting each other is important, we ask that 
you do so outside the Nave or near the doors so that others can have quiet time.  

 
 

  �  �  � 
 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULESUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULESUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULESUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  �  �  � 

Holy Eucharist (Family Eucharist is celebrated the second Sunday of most months) 
Children’s Chapel (not offered when Family Eucharist is celebrated at 9:00 am) 
Sermon Seminar 
Holy Eucharist 
Contemplative Eucharist 

9:00 am 
9:00 am 

10:00 am 
11:15 am 
5:00 pm 

 

 

November 22, 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attendance:    285  (morning & evening) 
 
 
 

 Pledge & Plate collection:  $ 13,952.67 



 

 

The Liturgy of the WordThe Liturgy of the WordThe Liturgy of the WordThe Liturgy of the Word    
�Portions of the liturgy omitted at the 9:00 AM service 

 
Please observe silence when the lights are dimmed. 
 

Prelude Wachet Auf! Ruft Uns Die Stimme (based on hymn 61)    J. S. Bach 
 
Opening Hymn 61 “Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us, vv. 1-2           Wachet auf  
 
Opening Sentences 
 

Presider Keep awake! 
People You know not when God comes. 
 

Presider There will be signs: 
People A flood to cover the earth, a man sleeping in a den of lions, a virgin       
  conceiving in her womb. 
 

Presider Keep awake! 
People God is coming. 
  
Trisagion S 100         From New Plainsong, David Hurd 
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The Collect 
 

Presider God be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
 

Presider Let us pray. 
All  Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put 
  on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son 
  Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he 
  shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the 
  dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns 
  with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  
 

Children wishing to participate in Children’s Chapel may follow  
the Crucifer to the Dance Studio (second floor) at this time 

 
 
The Old Testament  Jeremiah 33:14-16      Read by Janice Gregory, 9:00; Walton Moody, 11:15 
  

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous 
Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In 
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by 
which it will be called: "The Lord is our righteousness."    
 

Reader Let us hear what the Spirit says to us. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Epistle 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13   Read by Elin Whitney-Smith, 9:00; Raiford Gaffney, 11:15 
 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 
because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face 
and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
 

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may 
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we 
abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be 
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

Reader Let us hear what the Spirit says to us. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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(9:00) Sequence Hymn  Prepare Now a Way for the Lord     Carole Arenson 
All sing twice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(11:15) Sequence Hymn 57 Lo! he comes, with clouds descending, vv. 1-3    Helmsley 
 
 

The Holy Gospel Luke 21:25-36  
 

Gospeller The Gospel of Jesus according to Luke. 
People 
 
 
 
 

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth       
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint 
from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens 
will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great 
glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because 
your redemption is drawing near." 
 

Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout 
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when 
you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 

"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness 
and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come 
upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may 
have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son 
of Man."  
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Gospeller The Gospel of Jesus. 
People 
 
 
 
 
(11:15) Sequence Hymn 57 Lo! he comes, with clouds descending, v. 4     Helmsley  
 
�The Sermon        The Reverend R. Justice Schunior 
 
The people, as able, stand. 

Prayers of the People          Led by Randy Marks, 9:00; Martha Connor-Donnelly, 11:15  

 

Leader In the waiting hush of Advent, may prayer rise up within us: our deepest longings, 
  our regrets, our thanksgivings. We begin with a time of silence. 

 
Silence is observed. 

 

Leader We invite those who wish to offer prayers aloud to conclude with “This is my 
  prayer,” to which all will respond, “Amen.” 

 

A period for individual prayers is observed. 
 

Leader Let us pray: 
All  Come, O come Emmanuel; you are the way, the truth and the life.  Come, 
  living Savior and find us awake and active in service to this world. Amen. 
  
 

Prayer of Confession     
 

Presider Let us confess how we have missed the mark of God at the center of our lives 
  and of our truest selves.  
All  Holy and loving God, 
  we have dwelt in darkness 
  and preferred it to the light; 
  we have been proud of our accomplishments 
  and despaired over our shortcomings. 
  Smooth down the mountains of our pride, 
  and lift up the valleys of our doubts. 
  Open a path in the wilderness of our lives 
  that we might find our way to you again.  
 

Absolution 
 

Presider God forgives you, forgive yourself and go in peace.   
All  Amen. 
 
 



 

 

� Commissioning of the St. Mark’s Liturgy Planning Team 
 

Members of the Liturgy Planning Team (LPT), 2016-2017: Jessie Babcock (co-chair), Valeri Byrd (co-
chair), Valeri Byrd, Linda Chandlee, Mary Cooper, Mary Jo Detweiler, Mary De Nys, David Deutsch,      
Raiford Gaffney, Jeff Kempskie, Michael Knipe, Hester Ohbi, Susan Sedgewick, Jim Steed, John Terry, 
the Reverend. Michele Morgan, the Reverend Justi Schunior. 

 

Presider The Psalmist tell us, “Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful 
  songs. Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are 
  his people, the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his 
  courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name,”  
 

  Today we recognize and celebrate those among us who contribute their time and 
  talents as co-creators of our communal worship, with special emphasis on planning 
  liturgy, the “work of the people.”   
Presider Will you, members of the Liturgy Planning Team, use your gifts and energies on 
  behalf of our parish, striving to nurture and uphold our corporate worship? Will 
  you seek to listen to the needs of our community as you work with clergy to plan 
  liturgy that nurtures and sustains our communal life?   
 

LPT  We will, with God’s help. 
 
The people, as able,  stand. 

Presider Will we, the people of St. Mark’s, uphold these our sisters and brothers in this 
  ministry, giving them our support and encouragement?  
People We will. 
 

Presider Let us pray. 
All  O God, by your Spirit, you call all of us into community and commission us for 
  service. Grant us grateful hearts, especially for those whom we recognize 
  today who say “yes” to your call. Through them and through us may your 
  witness of love and justice go forth; through Jesus Christ, your son, our 
  friend and brother. Amen. 
 
 
The Peace 
 

Presider  The peace of God be always with you.  
People  And also with you. 
 

All, one with another, exchange a sign of peace. 
 

 
Welcome 

 
Clergy Greeting 
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The Liturgy of the TableThe Liturgy of the TableThe Liturgy of the TableThe Liturgy of the Table    
 
Offertory Anthem O Thou the Central Orb            Words by H.R. Bramley 
             Chancel Choir         Music by Charles Wood 
 

O thou the central orb of righteous love, 
Pure beam of the most High, eternal Light 
Of this our wintry world, thy radiance bright 
Awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above. 
Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine, 
Gilding our darksome heaven with rays divine; 
Thy saints with holy lustre round thee move, 
As stars about thy throne, set in the height  
Of God’s ordaining counsel, as thy sight 
Gives measur’d grace to each, thy power to prove. 
Let thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin, 
Our nature all shall feel eternal day,  
In fellowship with thee, transforming day 
To souls erewhile unclean, now pure within. 
Amen. 
 
Please stand as able. 

Presentation Hymn 56 O come, O come, Emmanuel, v. 1   Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Presider  O come, Emanuel, into our longing hearts.  
People  We open ourselves to You 
 

Presider  As we gather around this table 
People  In expectation and hope.  
 

Presider  We embrace all that is holy as we sing:   
 

Sanctus S 124         From New Plainsong, David Hurd 
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Presider  In this season of waiting, of shorter, darker days, and of preparation for 
   Christmas, we hear of the coming of Jesus.   
 

   We hear from the prophets of God’s dream for the world. From Isaiah, we 
   hear of a time when peace will take the place of war. From Verna Dozier, 
   in our own day, we hear of a world of justice, freedom and forgiveness, of 
   God’s dream for the way our world could be.   
 

Co-Presider We hear from Jesus of the coming of the Son of Man, and we are warned to 
   be ready for change, to be awake. We wonder what this can mean now as 
   we grope in the tattered remains of our faltering hopes for a better world.  
 

Presider  And we light our Advent candles, as of old, savoring tradition even as we 
   yearn for change. 
 

   Our tradition reminds us of Jesus, and how, on the night before he died, he 
   took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
   “Take, eat, this is my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  
 

Co-Presider We remember how, after supper, he took the cup of wine, and when he 
   had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; this is 
   my blood poured out for you and for everyone.  Whenever you drink it, do 
   this for the remembrance of me.   
 

Presider  In our hope for change, we pray that by the power of the Holy Spirit, this 
   bread and wine may be the body and blood of Christ for us and so      
   strengthen us to be change agents. May Jesus come to us still as God’s 
   power in our humanity. May change agents in our own day, especially Verna 
   Dozier, inspire and move in us to translate your dream into reality, to fire 
   our hearts and minds and wills to love and serve you in the world.  
All   Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Co-Presider And now, as our Savior Jesus taught us, we pray: 
All    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  
   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
   Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses  
         as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
   Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  
   Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
Fraction Anthem S 154       From New Plainsong, David Hurd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 

Presider  We, St. Mark’s, recognize this as God’s table set before us and for all and this 
   bread and wine as God’s food for us and for all.  
Co-Presider Therefore whoever we are, from wherever we have come, and whatever 
   we believe, 
All   All are welcome and invited to receive. Amen. 
 
The Communion 
 

Everyone is invited to God’s Table. Gather, one group at a time, a round the altar platform. Remain until every-
one has received the bread and wine and is dismissed by the Presider, who will say, “Go in peace.” You may 
consume the bread then receive the wine by taking a sip from the chalice or goblet OR you may hold the bread, 
which will signal that you wish to intinct (dip the bread) into the chalice or the goblet. A non-alcoholic alternative 
to wine is offered in the plain goblet, and gluten-free crackers are available upon request. If you wish to receive 
a blessing rather than communion, simply cross your arms across your chest. 

 
Music During Communion   
 

(9:00) Light One Candle             Natalie Sleeth 
All sing twice 
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Once More the Advent Candles Burn           Words & Music by William Flanders 
Chancel Choir & Congregation 

 

Verse 1 - solo 
Once more the Advent candles burn. For new, for fuller life we yearn. 
Let music cast a hopeful spell: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” 
We sing.  We sing. 
 
 

Verse 2 - choir only 
A verse that once Isaiah wrote, Saint Matthew in his time would quote: 
“A child shall be conceived and birthed, A blessing giv’n to all the earth.” 
We hear.  We hear. 
 
 

Verse 3 - choir only 
His name Emmanuel would be: God with us, God with you and me! 
So is the birth of Jesus told. And, as in years and centuries old,  
We tell.  We tell. 
 
 

All Sing vv. 4-5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEVAS 13 My Lord, what a morning          African American Spiritual 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

 

Presider  Let us pray together, saying 
All   God of all grace, may we live in expectation and hope, and may the 
   gifts we have received at this table remind us not only of the gift of 
   your Christ, but of your steady presence among us, that we may act 
   faithfully in response to your love.  
 
�Announcements 
  Please limit announcements to one minute or less. 

 
Closing Hymn WLP 721 Signs of ending all around us            Ton-y-Botel 
 
The Blessing 
 

Presider  Life is short, and we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of 
   those who travel the way with us. So be swift to love, and make haste to be 
   kind and the blessing of God, Creator, Christ and Redeemer, be with you 
   all now and forever.  
All   Amen. 
 
Dismissal   

 

Co-Presider Go in peace, to serve God through loving in the world.  
People  We go in hope and faith and gratitude.  Amen .  
 
 
Postlude Chaconne            Louis Couperin 

 

�  �  � 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PERMISSIONS The Holy Eucharist, Holy God: Trisagion. Music:  From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950) © 1981 GIA Publi-
cations, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718991. O Thou the Central Orb. Words & Music: Public do-
main. The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus. Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950) © 1981 GIA Publi-
cations, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718991. The Holy Eucharist, Fraction Anthem: Christ our 
Passover. Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950) © 1981 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted un-
der OneLicense.net A-718991. 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Opening Sentences and Confession adapted from First Sunday of Advent Prayers and Litanies, ©2015; Prayers of the 
People and Post-Communion Prayer written by Susan & Bill Flanders; Eucharistic Prayer written by Susan Flanders; Blessing is based on the words 
of Henri Frederic Amiel (1821-1881), originally given at the closing Eucharist of the 2010 convention of the Diocese of Maine.  
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�  �  � 
 

Sermon Seminar  at 10:00 am 
 
 

Announcements        Please limit announcements to one minute or less. 

 
 
The Sermon        The Reverend R. Justice Schunior 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�  �  � 
 
 

 
Liturgical Leaders and Worship Participants 

 

Vergers   Margaret Wood, 9:00; Josie Jordan, 11:15 
  

Acolyte   Avery Townsend, Crucifer, Walker Smith, Emily Townsend, Torch Bearers 9:00 
    Liz Layton, crucifer, 11:15  
  

Altar Guild   Kent Laborde, Marcia Knutson, , 9:00 
    Liz Layton, Bill & Sara Rau, 11:15 

  

Bread & Wine  Phyllis Jane Young, 9:00 
    Mary Cooper, in Memory of Bert Cooper on his 81st Birthday ,11:15 

  

Greeters   Leslie Allen, Maureen Shea, Belinda Sims , 9:00 
    Mary Jo Detweiler, Diane Hoover, 11:15 
  

 Lay Servers   Jennifer Dalzell, Karen Getman, Randy Marks, Nat White, 9:00 
    Jackie Boddie, Linda Chandlee, Chuck Divine,  Barbara Nelson, 11:15  

 

�  �  � 
 
 
 

 
Our guest organist today is Jason West, a graduate of Westminster Choir College, Princeton, 
New Jersey. Jason held church positions in the Mid-West, California and East Coast area before 
moving to England for 13 years. Since moving back in 2005, he has served as a substitute and 
interim organist/director in several churches of various denominations in the DC area including St. 
Mark’s. He works as a Business Analyst at the Dept. of Justice and combines his love of music 
and computers by using and teaching Sibelius, a music notation software. 



 

 

�  �  � 
    

    

    

Parish Prayer ListParish Prayer ListParish Prayer ListParish Prayer List    
 

Grace Aspinall   •   Federica Barrow   •   Ashley Boone (Lila Marks’ partner)   •    
Janice Brown   •   Paul & Linda Bugge   •    

Sylvie Kalas Braddock (Barbara Nelson’s granddaughter)   •    
Joya Cox   •   Taylor Emerson (Randy Marks’ niece)   •   Dave Haglund  •    

Celia Hahn   •   Wesley March Harrison (Buzz March's daughter)   • 
Rick Hayes   •   Nancy Karpeles   •   Alice Kistler (Kathryn Powers’ sister)   •    

Dennis Lewis   •   Elizabeth Long   •   Nat Marks   •   Lila Marks   •   Crane Miller   •    
Randell Prothro   •   Bruce Ritter   •   Pat Summers (Raiford Gaffney’s friend)   •    

Arnold Taylor   •   Nancy Yanish   •   Tim Veney   •    

 

�  �  � 
 

Military Deaths:  
 

Christopher J. Castenada, Fripp Island, SC 

 
Those of our Parish serving in the military:  

 

Vincent Alcazar (Parishioner) 
Clint Billings (son of Kevin Billings and Mary Louise Wagner) 

P. J. Boehm (brother of Rachel Boehm)  
Micheal Boone (son of Edna Boone) 

Stephen Dannenmaier (brother and brother-in-law of Bill and Molly Dannenmaier) 
Jason Earnest (son of Erika Bugge, grandson of Paul Bugge and Lynda Smith-Bugge) 

David Fuller  (son of Brock and Penny Hansen) 
Dani Stearman (niece of Bill and Molly Dannenmaier) 

 

�  �  � 
    

CCCCycle of Prayerycle of Prayerycle of Prayerycle of Prayer    
    

In the Diocese of Washington: 
  

 

  All Parishes of the Diocese 
 

and 
  

The Right Reverend Marianne Edgar Budde, Bishop of Washington 
 

In the Anglican Communion: 
  
 

The Right Reverend Ng Moon Hing, West Malaysia 
The Right Reverend Charles Samuel, Assistant Bishop of West Malaysia 
The Right Reverend Jason Selvaraj, Assistant Bishop of West Malaysia 

 

�  �  � 
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Announcements Announcements Announcements Announcements  
 

Announcements, not to exceed 150 words, are to be submitted to angela.nedd@stmarks.net  
 by 5:00 pm on the Tuesday preceding the Sunday you wish the announcement to run. 

 

Official Parish Calendar online at: http://www.stmarks.net/calendar/ 
 

From the Office 
 

1. ST. MARK'S, TOGETHER WITH THE NEWTOWN FOUNDATION AND FAITHS UNITED TO PRE-
VENT GUN VIOLENCE, IS HOSTING THE NATIONAL VIGIL FOR ALL VICTIMS FOR GUN VIOLENCE, 
Wednesday December 9. The following day, on December 10 we will be screening the documentary The 
Armor of Light followed by a moderated discussion with the director. Families of victims are traveling from 
all over the country to participate in the Vigil and meet with their elected officials in support of common 
sense legislation to prevent gun violence. You can help! Sign ups are available in the foyer and you can 
sign up online via sign up genius found in the Gospel According to St. Mark's. 
 

2. WELCOME TO PATRICIA SCHANS: We have a new director of finances in house, Ms. Patricia Schans, 
who will be here Monday through Friday from 9:30 – 1:30; you may direct questions to her about bills, 
vouchers, accounts, checks, and your pledges (patricia.schans@stmarks.net).     
 

Stewardship 
 

3. STEWARDSHIP UPDATE – We are making terrific progress in our annual Every Member Canvass to 
raise funds and pledges for the 2016 operating budget. This week, we passed the $500,000 plateau in 
pledges! If you have not already submitted your 2016 pledge, please do so as soon as possible. Pledge 
forms are available on the website (www.stmarks.net/resources/financial/ways-to-pledge/) and can be sent 
to the office or put in the offertory plate on Sunday. You may also use the online pledge form, available on 
the St. Mark’s website at www.stmarks.net/get-involved/support-st-marks-form. If you are making recurring 
payments via automatic bank deduction, payroll deduction or the online giving tool, please make sure you 
have set those payments to continue in 2016. This is a critically important opportunity for all of us to help 
ensure the community is on strong financial footing when the new Rector arrives in 2016, so please be as 
generous as you can! Thank you! -- Mike Townsend and Nora Howell, Stewardship Co-Chairs 
 

4. GENTLE REMINDER: CHECK STATUS OF YOUR VISION 2020 PLEDGE -- Contribution statements 
were sent to all pledging members this week. Please check your statement to see if you are current on your 
Vision 2020 pledge payments. As we approach the end of the year, we would greatly appreciate all efforts 
to pay down outstanding Vision 2020 capital campaign pledges. Every dollar paid reduces the amount we 
must pay in interest each month. Payments are accepted via cash, check, donation of stock or mutual fund 
shares, or by credit card through the online payment option on the St. Mark’s website. Questions about 
your pledge? Contact Mike Townsend (stmarkscapitalcampaign@gmail.com). 
 

Christian Education 
 

5. INTRODUCTION TO ST. MARK’S CLASS. In this afternoon “Intro” class, a member of the clergy gives 
an overview of life at St. Mark’s: our vision, our vocation and our values. Parish leaders join the class to of-
fer a glimpse of how things work, volunteer opportunities, and finding community where you belong. If you 
are new to St. Mark's you will get a . Afterwards please stay for Lessons and Carols in the Nave. When: 
Sunday, December 6, 2:00– 5:00 pm. Leaders: The Reverend Michele Morgan, Don Lipscomb, Marilu 
Sherer . Where: Adams Room, Fee: None.   
 

6. INTRO TO THE GUILD FOR TRANSFORMATIONAL STUDIES. Have you wondered what “The Guild” 
is and want to know more about this method of spiritual growth? Come after the 9:00 a.m. service to the 
Adams Room for a short introduction. When: Sunday, December 6; 11:00 am - 12:30 pm. Where: Loca-
tion: Adams Room. Leader: Susan Thompson.  Fee: Free  
 



 

7. GUILD FOR TRANSFORMATIONAL STUDIES APPROACH / CLASS #1:  AN ADVENT EVENING. 
Members of Washington DC’s Home Guild for Transformational Studies lead seekers in an Advent explora-
tion. Come, listen to the Nativity story and experience the mystery in new and synchronous ways. When:  
Thursday, December 16, 7:30-9:30 pm. Where: Adams Room. Leaders: Susan Thompson; Lynn 
Kneedler; Betty Foster. Coordinator: Susan Thompson. Fee: $25  
 

8. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION WEEKEND SAVE THE DATE: January 8-10, 2016. The focus of the week-
end will be The Future Of Christian Education At St. Mark's. Where: DuPont House, Rehoboth, DE. 
Fee:$260 (for participants who are not Sunday School Teachers ). Payment check will confirm your reser-
vation and must be received by December 20. Questions? Please contact Joe Calizo (jcalizo@gmail.com) 
and Lucy Brown (lucybrown66@gmail.com).  
 

9. GUILD FOR TRANSFORMATIONAL STUDIES APPROACH/2016 Summer Guild Retreat -- Flame 
and Flower: Encountering the Living Question. Sign-ups begin now! Join a circle of seekers for a nine
-day retreat at Shepherd Springs in Maryland to explore your life’s questions. What are those questions 
that you raise again and again that never seem to go away? Questions can set the course of a life, drawing 
us from birth to birth, dissolving and transforming ourselves as the very journey of life, disturbing compla-
cency and awakening consciousness. In this seminar, we will seek to know the questions that have been 
guiding our lives, and to discover the new questions that are emerging right now. Scholarships are availa-
ble. When: July 15 – 24, 2016. Where: Shepherd Springs Retreat Center, Sharpsburg, MD. Leaders: Hal 
Childs, Phd, M.Div, MFT and Patricia Stenger, MFT. Coordinator: Susan Thompson. Fee: $1,800 (double 
room, board, art materials; extra fee for single room). 
 
 

10. ONGOING BIBLE STUDY. These groups meet weekly and are open to newcomers. Please see the Christian 
Ed catalog for details (in tract racks or online at www.stmarks.net/assets/pdf/CE_Catalog_2015-2016_3.pdf) 
 

• Marching Through the Bible: Paul’s Letter to the Romans. Sundays, through May 22, 10:00 am-
11:00 am, Penniman Room  

• Wednesday Morning Bible Study. Wednesdays, 11:00 am–12:15 pm; brown bag lunch follows, 
Elders’ Room  

• Thursday Evening Bible Discussion. Thursdays, through May 26, 2016, 7:30 — 9:00 pm,   
Dozier Library. 

 

Discernment & Search Committee 
 

11. FIVE TOURS, FIVE DINNERS, FIVE INTERVIEWS: We are thankful that all five candidates for rector 
have completed their visits to the parish and to Washington, DC. Each toured our building, and we heard 
many comments about the liveliness and spiritual presence of the Nave, the value of such a spacious kitch-
en, and the gift of so much meeting space. Each joined us for a potluck dinner. Each offered a homily and 
worship session, then sat with us for a two hour interview. All of us have now met these candidates. Our 
next steps are to complete our discernment process and present our nomination and two alternates to the 
Vestry. We are also thankful for your ongoing support and help in protecting candidates' privacy and the 
integrity of the search process. 
 

Music & Arts 
 

12. ST. MARK’S DANCE STUDIO PRESENTS THE ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE FOR 2015…“ECLECTIC,”  
featuring the Dancers of the studio, the St. Mark’s Players, the Hill Winds and visual artistic…an evening of 
the arts. Come to a wonderful family evening out, while supporting a lot of talented people.  There will be 
scrumptious refreshments prepared by “Steve”…a long time father in the Studio, who is also a great local 
caterer. See the flier on the board in the Foyer for more information. 
 

13. LYNDA SMITH-BUGGE HAS A SOLO EXHIBITION OF WALL SCULPTURES at the Gallery Center, 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 4444 Arlington Boulevard, until Jan 10, 2016. The gallery is open M-F, 10:00 
am-6:00 pm and Saturday & Sunday, from 2:00- 6:00 pm. 
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14. ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS SERVICE. Please join us for a beautiful service of Advent Lessons & 
Carols featuring special music by the Chancel Choir, Boys & Girls Choir, and Handbell Choir. Where: Nave. 
When: Sunday Dec. 6th at 5pm. 
 

15. BASSES NEEDED FOR 11:15 CHOIR. The Chancel Choir is in need of basses, the lowest male voice 
part, to sing at the 11:15 service. While prior experience is helpful, it is not necessary. Can’t commit to re-
hearsing and singing each week? It’s okay - we’ll work with you. The most important thing is to make your-
self known to Jeff Kempskie (jeff.kempskie@stmarks.net, 202-543-0053 ext. 303).  
 

16. DO YOU SING OR PLAY AN INSTRUMENT? If so, we want to know! Singers of all voice parts are 
needed in the Chancel Choir (rehearses Thursdays, 7:30-9:30 pm in the nave). Children are invited to sing 
with the Boys & Girls Choir (rehearses Sundays, 11-11:45 in the Elders’ Room). More ringers are needed 
in the Handbell Choir (rehearses most Wednesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm). No prior experience necessary. There 
are also opportunities to play solo instrumental pieces year-round. Please contact jeff.kempskie@stmarks.net. 
 

Outreach 
 

17. ADVENT SALE: CHRISTMAS GIFTS FROM BETHLEHEM AND THE WEST BANK. Olivewood 
crèches, small nativity ornaments, and Canaan Fair Trade olive oil. A 20% donation from the sale will be 
contributed to ANERA for assistance to Syrian refugee families. The Middle East Working Group manages 
the sale (with assistance from the Pilgrimage Groups) Look carefully at the true extra virgin olive oil and 
tapenades from the Canaan Farm Co-operative. St. Mark’s Groups  2013 and 2015 visited the Co-op and 
many were hosted by farm families who benefit in so many ways from the Co-op sales and community ac-
tion initiatives. Buying olivewood products strengthens bonds of goodwill with the farmers and carvers and 
provides support for Syrian refugees. Give a gift that gives twice! When: Advent Sundays. November. 29 
through December 20, after the 9:00 am, 11:15 am, and 5:00 pm services. Where: Baxter Hall. 
 

18. LOCAL BOY SCOUT TROOP 500’S ANNUAL COAT DRIVE: Winter is approaching quickly. If you have 
any coats that you don’t use anymore please consider donating. This coat will help keep the less fortunate 
warm during yet another cold winter. A donation box will be located near the baptismal font. The Scouts will also be 
collecting in front of the Med Star Health Office building on 7th Street across from Easter Market on Saturdays 11/28 
& 12/5 from 9:30 am until 2:30 pm. The Scouts will also pick up your coat if you cannot drop it off. If you need this 
service, please contact Scout Leader Daniel Herman (202-734-1901,  (dherman@dragonwork.com). Thank you for 
your support. 
 

19. ADVENT ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR ONLINE! This year’s alternative gift fair will be conducted online 
at www.stmarksoutreach.org/alternative_gift_fair. Give a gift this holiday season that has a major impact! 
Many of us find receiving a card announcing a donation has been made in our honor as one of the best 
gifts we receive. Not only does it reflect the thoughtfulness of the giver, but it gives us warm feelings that 
the resources it reflects will be put to good use. It is a far better gift than a scarf that is not quite the right 
color or socks that stay in a drawer. The webpage has several links to organizations in which you can con-
tribute a gift in the name of friends or family. E-mail questions to: stmarksoutreachboard@gmail.com.  
 

20. ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY SHELTER FAMILY NIGHT ON DECEMBER 14: Volunteer to help pro-
vide dinner and help host Capitol Hill Group Ministry client families at this festive event in Baxter Hall at 6:00 
pm. Cookies will be decorated; carols will be sung. Santa will arrive to distribute gifts our own St Mark's youth 
are gathering and wrapping. Sign-up sheet is under the display "bulletin board" in foyer or call or contact Su-
san Sedgewick (jssedgewick@gmail.com, 202-546-0160) or Diane Hoover (roadbikedc@gmail.com) 
 
 

Parish Life 
 

21. HOSPITALITY...Hospitality after the 9:00 am service today is lovingly provided Justine Novy. In-
dividual parishioners or families are encouraged to provide cookies and treats for folks after both the 9:00 
am and 11:15 am services. You will be reimbursed up to $35 for one service or $70 for both. Please con-
tact Marilu Sherer (Marilu20002@yahoo.com) for available dates. 
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22. LICHFIELD UPDATES: New bulletins and news from our sister congregation in the British Mid-lands is 
posted on the Lichfield wall in the lounge (Undercroft). Please note the information about the cathedral's 
plan to work on the Syrian refugee crisis. 
 

23. READING GROUP meets First Mondays. December 7, we will meet at Hester Ohbi's house (2022 
Pierce Mill Road NW) for our discussion of The Temporary Gentleman by Sebastian Barry. For directions to 
Hester's call her at 202-667-8529. We will share a potluck meal, so bring salad or dessert to share. We’re 
not meeting in January, so you have extra time to read All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr for 
February 1. If you’ve read the book, please join us! When: December 7, 7:30 pm. Where: Off-campus in 
Dec. 
 

24. CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for those caring for seriously ill or otherwise incapacitated loved 
ones meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays each month. Contact: Mary Welker (marymwelker@aol.com, 202-387
-4083) or Pamela Blumgart (pjblumgart@mail.com, 202-631-4936). When: November 23, 7:30 pm. Where: 
Dozier Library. 
 

Worship  
 

25. WEEK-DAY SERVICE AND MEDITATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

• Mondays 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm, Insight Meditation, Nave 
 

• Thursdays 12:00 pm to 12:30pm, Eucharist, Chapel 
 
 

26. COMPLINE DURING ADVENT: End your day with quiet prayer and reflection. Join us for Compline 
(night prayers — “Compline” comes from the Latin for "complete") each Tuesday in Advent at 6:00 pm in 
the Nave. The service runs about 20 minutes and includes psalms, other readings, and silence. The first 
Compline service will be Tues, December 1. 
 
 

27. CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL FUND DONATIONS. Help St. Mark’s green the Nave and pay for special fes-
tival music at Christmas! Your financial contribution to remember, honor, or give thanks for loved ones will 
be gratefully acknowledged in the bulletins for the Christmas Eve services. St. Mark’s does not budget for 
these special services, so we need your help to pay for these costs. If you would like to contribute, please 
complete a donation form and submit it with your check to Michael Knipe, or mail to St. Mark’s, Attention: 
Festival Fund, 301 A Street SE, Washington, DC 20003. Contributions must be received in the church of-
fice no later than Tuesday, December 8. Donation forms are in the tract racks, in the church office, or from 
Michael Knipe (haroldknipe@gmail.com or 202-548-2655). 
 

28. ARE YOU CALLED TO READ THE SCRIPTURE OR LEAD THE PRAYERS AT A MONRING EU-
CHARIST DURINGTHE ADVENT OR CHRISTMAS SEASONS? Do you have an interest in reading a 
scripture or leading the Prayers of the People at a morning service during the period from 11/29 through 
12/27/15? If so, please contact Raiford Gaffney at rgaffneydc@gmail.com or 2024605415. Please provide 
the Sundays you are available, which service (9 or 11:15) and if you prefer scripture or prayers.  You will be 
scheduled for either reading if you give no preference.  Raiford will consolidate all requests in order to meet 
as many requests as possible.  When the draft schedule is developed, you will be sent a copy.  

 
 

Youth & Family Ministries 
 
 

29. TODAY!! FAMILY FELLOWSHIP ON ICE! There is no Sunday School today, so after the 9:00 am ser-
vice, join us for breakfast in the Adams Room before we all head down for an hour of ice skating at The Ca-
nal Park Ice Rink. All youth, families, and St. Mark’s parishioners are invited!  



 

 

30. THE YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES PROGRAM SENDS WEEKLY E-NEWS on Tuesdays with 
updates on events, thoughts from the Director, and upcoming announcements. If you are a parent, youth, 
or interested parishioner and would like to receive the E-News, please email Caroline 
(caroline.mcreynoldsadams@stmarks.net) with your contact information so that she can add you to the list. 
The eNews contains additional information about all announcements listed in this section of the announce-
ments.   
 

31. VISIT THE NEW YOUTH MINISTRIES BULLETIN BOARD downstairs in the undercroft! There you will 
find updates on events, sign-up sheets for the 2nd Sunday Family Service and Christmas Pageant, Sunday 
School Registration forms, and more! 
 

32. ADVENT QUIET DAY is Saturday, December 12, in an open house format from 2:00 pm-6:00 pm in 
the Nave. Designed for parents and children, but open to all, this is an opportunity to quietly participate in 
the Infancy Narratives as presented in Sunday School to our children. Move at your own pace from station 
to station, hear the lesson, see the material, and wonder with us: What is it like to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit? What is it like to be holy? What did Mary and Joseph think when they saw those poor shepherds 
coming to see their baby? What does that tell us about Jesus? The first 10 families who are interested will 
decorate and assemble a prayer box to use a as a center for home reflections. Questions? Email Caroline 
(caroline.mcreynoldsadams@stmarks.net) or Nora Howell (nora.howell.ve@gmail.com) 
 
 

33. YOUTH AT CAPITOL HILL GROUP MINISTRIES FAMILY NIGHT: This year, we are inviting our Mid-
dle and High School Youth to help purchase and wrap gifts as well as serve as ‘hosts’ for families during 
the Capitol Hill Group Ministries Family night. This service opportunity requires 2 commitments: 1) On De-
cember 6 after Sunday School from 11am-1:30pm we will all go and purchase gifts for the families and 
return to the church for pizza and gift wrapping. Then, 2) on Family Night, December 14 from 6:00pm-
7:30pm, we will gather and serve as hosts to offer hospitality to the families as we share a meal and give 
gifts.  This is sure to be a great time connecting and serving our larger Capitol Hill community. To sign up 
for the event and to receive more information, contact Caroline (caroline.mcreynoldsadams@stmarks.net). 
 
 

34. CHRISTMAS PAGEANT: The annual Christmas Eve Pageant is right around the corner! This year, we 
will be distributing ensemble parts and costumes at 2pm on the day of the pageant, 12/24. All children are 
encouraged to attend and participate. We will divide into shepherds, angels, and animals, distribute cos-
tumes, and do a quick run through to prepare for the 4pm service. If your child knows in advance that they 
would like to be a specific part, please email Caroline so that she can reserve a costume. Otherwise, every-
one is invited to simply show up on the 24th- we will have a part and a costume for you! This is a most be-
loved tradition, so please mark your calendars. We hope to see all children at 2:00 pm on the 24th!  
 

35. CHILDREN’S CHAPEL continues next week! We will gather in the Nave and travel to the Dance Stu-
dio as a group after the Opening Sentences. Don’t forget to bring a small offering to contribute to the Chil-
dren’s Chapel Offering. At the end of the year, we will all decide together which organization or cause we 
will donate the money to. For information about Children’s Chapel, there are parents resource sheets on 
the Youth Bulletin board in the undercroft. 
 

36. SAVE THE DATE- SKI TRIP: Our annual Family Ski Trip to Windwood Resort will be held on Presi-
dents’ Day weekend this year, February 12-15, 2016. More info to come, but be sure to get this on your cal-
endars!  
 
 

37. SAFEGUARDING GOD’S CHILDREN is the Diocese of Washington’s mandatory child abuse preven-
tion training for staff & ALL volunteers who work with children & youth. If you have already taken the course 
and need to renew your certification (expires after 3 years) you may do so online. Contact: Caroline for more 
information. Upcoming date: Thursday, December 3, 6:30-9:30 pm at St. Columba’s 
 

38. CONTACT THE DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES at any time to get to know her 
and share your dreams/hopes for the youth ministry program over coffee, lunch, or a walk around the Hill. 
(Caroline.McreynoldsAdams@stmarks.net, 202.543.0053, ext. 320). 
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Office Directory 
 

The Reverend Michele H. Morgan, Interim Rector       michele.morgan@stmarks.net 

The Reverend R. Justice (“Justi”) Schunior, Associate Rector     justi.schunior@stmarks.net 

Jeff Kempskie, Director of Music                jeff.kempskie@stmarks.net 

Caroline McReynolds-Adams, Director of Youth & Family Ministries  caroline.mcreynoldsadams@stmarks.net 

Susan Block, Parish Administrator for Finance and Membership            susan.block@stmarks.net 

Angela Nedd, Parish Administrator for Programs and Facilities           angela.nedd@stmarks.net 

Patricia Schans, Finance Manager           patricia.schans@stmarks.net 

Edwin D. Green, Maintenance Contractor (240-447-0027)         barbaraedwin@comcast.net 

Green’s Maintenance Staff Onsite Contact (443-942-4670) 

 
 

Adjunct Clergy: The Reverends Susan Flanders, William Flanders 

 
 

The Vestry 
 

Senior Warden  Peter Sherer   seniorwarden.saintmarks@gmail.com 
 

Junior Warden  Doris Burton  stmarksjuniorwarden@gmail.com 
 

Class of ‘16   Gwen Dillard, Nora Howell, Mary Thuell  

Class of ‘17   Fritz Henn, Martha Huizenga, Stephen Dalzell  

Class of ‘18   Doug Jackson, Christina White, Karen Wiedemann 

Officers   Andrew Stafford, Treasurer 

    Penny Hansen,  Assistant Treasurer 

    Mary Anderson Cooper, Register 

    Jack Burton, Manciple 

    Michael Knipe, Counsel 
 
 
 
 

Diocesan Delegates 
 

Raiford Gaffney          Joe Tarantolo          Bill Dickinson 


