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PRESENT:      

 

Clergy:   Justi Schunior, Associate Rector 

 

Wardens:    Grady Hedgespeth, Senior Warden; Michael Summey, Junior Warden 

 

Vestry Members: Amy Kovac-Ashley,  Fritz Henn, Pam Lacey, Charlotte Murray, Nora Rumpf, Jim 

Steed, Mary Thuell, Janet Vail 

 

Officers: Mary Anderson Cooper, Register; Michael Knipe, Counsel; Penny Hansen, 

Treasurer 

 

Absent: Rector Paul Abernathy; Vestry Member Gwen Dillard; Manciple Charlie Rupp 

 

Visitors: Kenn Allen, Andrew Baitsch 

 

The Opening Prayer was offered by Vestry Member Nora Rumpf.    At the request of the Senior Warden,  

the text is included here. 

 

Dear God, as we are in the midst of our major construction project, and as we face the end of our 

time with Paul, our responsibilities as members of the Vestry of St. Mark’s sometimes feel like a 

great weight. 

 

The words of our former rector, Bill Baxter, written in the late 1960’s to build support for an 

architectural transformation whose main purposes we are now bringing to fruition, might be of 

some comfort to us: 

 

We have taken on the architectural renewal and restoration of St. Mark’s with the same 

intense seriousness we seek to apply to every Christian task.  We wanted to do something that 

would make the building support and enhance “faith working through love (Gal. 5:6).”   One 

part of this is keeping faith with the past and with those who, to the best of their knowledge 

and commitment, have sheltered us and given us St. Mark’s.  Now we must carry our inherited 

responsibility into the present age.  Into the now, for the young, for those who need Christ 

most desperately – the Christ who is seen in faith working through love. 

 

As we stand on the shoulders of those who have gone before, and if we are to keep faith with those 

who will come after us, dear God, guide our meeting this day and surround us with your love. 

 

VISION 2020 UPDATE 

 

Kenn Allen reported that significant progress has been made.  The second floor has been 

installed and the undercroft floor has been poured.  The church is paying rent on a parking 
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space for a resident whose access to his garage is being blocked by the construction.  The south 

roof will be removed in a few days.  The projected completion date is August 25.  Of the 

$680,000 available for contingencies, $124,000 has been spent.  The total is likely to be about 

$400,000.  Former Junior Warden Phil Guire is seeking a painter for the old undercroft, so that 

it will be consistent with the new undercroft.  The parish hall beams will come down shortly and 

efforts are underway to reuse some of the wood to cover columns and make benches, but 

much of the wood is cracked, so its reuse is challenging. 

 

Rainwater runoff from the south roof to the sewer is a problem.  We need to find ways to slow 

the flow and improve the downspouts.  Meetings are planned with landscape architects to see 

if some water can be captured to use in the gardens. 

 

The budget for furnishings is $140,000; however, the actual cost will be $163,000.  An order 

needs to be placed by mid-April in order to have everything in place by September. 

 

Vestry Member Pam Lacey moved, Vestry Member Fritz Henn seconding, that the Vestry 

approve moving $23,000 from the contingency fund to cover the purchase of all furniture at 

one time.  The Vestry concurring, the motion was      APPROVED. 

 

SHRINE MONT ANNUAL PARISH RETREAT 

 

Andrew Baitsch is working with Vestry Members Jim Steed and Mary Thuell to plan the annual 

retreat.  He reported that there has been a small increase in cost for rooms and that St. Mark’s 

has reserved 100 spaces.  The parish has been paying for one party each year, but with the 

current constraints on the budget, this has become too costly.  The Vestry agreed by consensus 

that all parties should be funded on a voluntary basis, with parishioners being asked to bring 

drinks and snacks for them. 

 

He reported that registration will begin on April 6 by check or credit card.  There will be a 7% 

fee for registering online and paying electronically.  Payments by check will not incur the fee. 

 

Vestry Member Thuell moved, seconded by Vestry Member Lacey, that the parish allow online 

registration, including credit card payment with a 7% fee charged to the registrant, to cover the 

cost of housing and meals at Shrine Mont.  The motion was    APPROVED. 

 

It was agreed that information should be made available to potential attendees about what 

facilities are available.  Pictures of some rooms will be provided so that newcomers will 

understand what Shrine Mont is like. 

 

Vestry Member Lacey suggested that the theme be related to “busy-ness run amok”, 

acknowledging that our excessive activity places a burden on staff and does not allow us 

enough time for each other.  Vestry Member Amy Kovac-Ashley requested that there be an 

emphasis on having fun during the retreat.  There was discussion about lessening the burden 
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on staff by not having the usual Saturday evening play presented by the children, but allowing 

the children more time for play and outdoor activities. 

 

OFFICER REPORTS 

 

Register’s Report:  The minutes of the February meeting were circulated in advance of the 

meeting and no corrections were received.  Vestry Member Fritz Hell moved, Vestry Member 

Thuell seconding and the Vestry concurring, that the Minutes be    APPROVED. 

 

Canvass Report:  Vestry Member Janet Vail reported that $767,000 has been pledged by 311 

pledging units, including 30 new pledges.  This is down slightly from last year.  47 pledges from 

last year were not renewed, totaling $52,000; however, calls are still being made and it is 

possible that $10,000 more will be pledged.  Vestry Member Henn reminded the Vestry that 

our Diocesan advisors had warned us that pledge income would be down while there was a 

capital campaign in process and noted that they had predicted a higher fall-off than we have 

experienced. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Hansen noted that allowing parishioners to make online 

payments has become a big expense.  25% of the budget for online processing of payments has 

already been spent at the end of February, which is double the cost at this time last year.  The 

company handling our donations charges 6%.  She recommended that the Vestry try to find 

someone in the church who can advise us on a less costly way to process payments.  Several 

members recommended that we encourage people to have automatic electronic payments 

made through their banks instead of using the current system, since banks do not charge for 

this service.  The Senior Warden said this issue could be discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting 

in the hope of discovering a solution among our parishioners. 

 

The Treasurer’s Report was circulated electronically in advance of the meeting. 

 

Vestry Member Thuell moved, Vestry Member Lacey seconding and the Vestry concurring, that 

the Treasurer’s Report be         APPROVED. 

 

Junior Warden’s Report:  Junior Warden Michael Summey reported that he is getting ready for 

“moving day” with all the groups in the church.  The Space Use Committee is in formation.  He 

is still working on the water bill issue. 

 

The Junior Warden reported that Charlie Rupp is retiring as Manciple and he is vetting possible 

replacements. 

 

Senior Warden’s Report:  Senior Warden Grady Hedgespeth reported that he is working with 

the Diocese on a timetable for the succession process with regard to the Rector’s retirement.  

He said that the Bishop wants the Profile and Selection Committees to be the same group of 

people, and that many people have approached him regarding serving on those committees. 
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Vestry Member Lacey moved, Vestry Member Jim Steed seconding, that the Vestry express its 

appreciation to retiring Vestry Members Janet Vail, Charlotte Murray and Fritz Henn, as well as 

Register Mary Cooper and Manciple Charlie Rupp, for their service.  The Vestry concurred and 

the motion was          APPROVED. 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

The Vestry agreed by consensus that $500 would be available for lunch at the Annual Parish 

Meeting.  The focus will be on finances.  The Senior Warden and Treasurer will present the 

State of the Parish report, and the Rector will speak about his departure and transition. 

 

PILLAR REPORTS 

 

Vestry Member Lacey reported that the parish picnic will be held off-site at a park in Bowie, MD 

the weekend after Labor Day. 

 

She expressed great appreciation to Marcella Gillis for her work on the Mardi Gras celebration 

which raised over $2500. 

 

The Senior Warden reported that the Vestry retreat will be April 25-26. 

 

There will be a short Vestry meeting immediately after the Annual Parish Meeting to elect 

officers. 

 

The Closing Prayer was offered by Vestry Member Jim Steed. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Anderson Cooper, Register 


