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St. Mark’s Mission Statement 

 

St. Mark’s is an open community, welcoming people wher-
ever they are on their faith journey.  We celebrate the gifts 
of God that empower us to engage boldly in the struggles 
of life and to care for others with love, justice, and com-
passion. 

 
 
 
 

 
Presider and Preacher 

The Reverend Justi Schunior, Associate Rector 
 
 

Guest Organist 
Mr. Jason West   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cell Phones – Please turn off your cell phone or other electronic devices at any time you are in the Nave. 
Hearing – Infrared headsets providing amplified sound are in the tract racks by the doors, or ask an usher. 
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10:00 AM Christmas Lessons and Carols10:00 AM Christmas Lessons and Carols10:00 AM Christmas Lessons and Carols10:00 AM Christmas Lessons and Carols    

    

Holy Eucharist Holy Eucharist Holy Eucharist Holy Eucharist     
    

_________________________  



WELCOME to ST. MARK’S! 
 

Wherever you are on your faith journey, please know you are welcome to celebrate life with us. 
 

Please sit anywhere in the Nave—if you use a hearing aid with a T-setting, you need to sit within the front three rows 
to access our tele-loop system. You may also ask an usher to borrow one of our infrared headsets. 
 

We offer open communion, which is our way of inviting any and all to partake in the Eucharistic supper: this is God’s meal. We 
gather around the altar and you are most welcome regardless of your religion, beliefs, or practices. 
 

Childcare: the Nursery is open! Children up to age 3 are welcome. Take the stairs to the lower level; turn right to go 
down the hall to the Nursery, which will be the last room on your right. 
 

Announcements are at the back of this bulletin;  you will also hear oral announcements during the service. To become 
more informed and engaged with the community, you are invited to subscribe to our weekly electronic newsletter at 
www.stmarks.net/gospelnewsletter. 
 

Restrooms and water fountains are available in the foyer and on the lower level.  
 

Lost & Found is managed by our Sexton, maintenance contractor Ed Green. Please contact him or his staff (David Durant & 
Keith Green) to see if your item has been found or to turn in an item you’ve found. (240-447-0027). 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULEWORSHIP SCHEDULEWORSHIP SCHEDULEWORSHIP SCHEDULE    
 

 9:00 am Holy Eucharist 
 9:00 am  Children’s Chapel, a 20-minute worship experience for young children & their parents 
10:00 am Sermon Seminar, Sunday school classes for children and adults 
11:15 am Holy Eucharist with sermon 
 5:00 pm Contemplative  Eucharist 

    

WORSHIP IN THE ROUNDWORSHIP IN THE ROUNDWORSHIP IN THE ROUNDWORSHIP IN THE ROUND    
 

has been part of our community since 1965. The center altar allows a changing hanging…the Advent Wreath was 
given to St. Mark‘s by Scilla Adams in loving memory of her father, Colonel Neil Ramsay. Hand-forged by Richard A. 
Martin, a metal sculpture in Alexandria, Virginia, this work is made of steel with solid-link chains and hammered drip 
pans, painted black and measuring three feet in diameter, with a cross hanging beneath the central candle. 
 
 

An abstract Resurrected Cross stands in front of the lectern. Created by Lynda Smith-Bugge from local burled 
maples and black walnut, its closed vertical has opened as rays and circles lift the outstretched arms of the cross 
symbolizing the opening of arms to Lynda’s family and others in our community. 
 

We formally begin the worship service with the Prelude, a musical offering designed to bring us together for worship 
that allows for quiet reflection before the service begins. Please respect this time by refraining from conversations in 
the Nave as much as possible. While greeting each other is important, we ask that you do so outside the Nave or 
near the doors so that others can have quiet time. 
 

�  �  � 
 
 

Guest organist Jason West, a graduate of Westminster Choir College, Princeton NJ. Jason held church positions in 
the Mid-West, California and East Coast area before moving to England for thirteen years. Since moving back in 2005, 
he has served as a substitute and interim organist/director in several churches of various denominations in the DC area 
including St Mark’s. He works as a Business Analyst at the Department of Justice and combines his love of music and 
computers by using and teaching Sibelius, a music notation software. 



We GatherWe GatherWe GatherWe Gather    

 
Please observe silence when the lights are dimmed. 

Prelude  Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine         Keith Chapman 
 
Opening Hymn 107 Good Christian friends, rejoice           In dulci jubilo 
 
Opening Sentences 
 

Presider  Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy: a Savior is born to you. Alleluia. 
People Unto us a child is born. Alleluia. 
 

Presider Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 
Bidding Prayer      adapted from Christmas Eve 2007, Washington National Cathedral 
 

Presider Dear People of the Incarnate God: as we hear again the story of God's loving 
  purposes from the beginning of creation, may we find that peace is born among 
  us, embodied in frail flesh like our own. With hope in the power of that miracle, 
  we pray that this child whose birth we celebrate awakens in us a longing and a 
  will to heal our broken and hurting world.  We pray that the peace proclaimed by 
  angels to the shepherds in the field will be realized in every place of war and on 
  every violent street. 
People Come now, O God of love.  Reconcile your people and make us one body. 
 

Presider We pray that the joy and consolation of the Wonderful Counselor will bring   
  wholeness and healing to all who are afflicted with disease and despair. We pray 
  that our lives may be offerings of hope to those who are lost, alone, or grieving. 
  As you, O Christ, entered this world in the poverty and separateness of the  
  stable, we pray you instill in us the courage to dismantle the barriers that      
  separate rich and poor and that together we build the just world you intend.  
  Light of life, you came in flesh, born into human pain and joy, and gave us power 
  to be your children. Grant us faith, O Christ, to see your presence among us.  Fill 
  us with your light, that we may walk in the paths of love and justice. 
People Come now, O God of love.  Reconcile your people and make us one body. 
 

Presider Let us now add our own prayers, either silently or, if aloud, ending with "God, in 
  your mercy," to which the congregation will respond, "Amen." 

 
A time is allowed for the people's prayers. 

 

All  Come now, O God of love.  Reconcile your people and make us one body. 
  Amen. 
 
Song of Praise Hymn 96 Angels we have heard on high v. 1            Gloria 
 

  Angels we have heard on high, singing sweetly through the night, 
  And the mountains in reply echoing their brave delight. 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
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The Lessons & CarolsThe Lessons & CarolsThe Lessons & CarolsThe Lessons & Carols    
 

Lesson I Genesis 3:1 – 23        Read by David Wilson 
 

Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden. 
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. 
He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ The 
woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, 
“You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you 
touch it, or you shall die.” ’ But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its 
fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then 
the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.  They heard the sound of the Lord God 
walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  But the Lord 
God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’  He said, ‘I heard the sound of you 
in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’  He said, ‘Who told 
you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to 
eat?’  The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the 
tree, and I ate.’ Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ 
The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’ The Lord God said to the serpent, 
‘Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild 
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike 
your head, and you will strike his heel.’ To the woman he said,  ‘I will greatly increase your 
pangs in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for your 
husband, and he shall rule over you.’ And to the man he said, ‘Because you have listened to 
the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, “You shall 
not eat of it”, cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of 
your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the 
field.  By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of 
it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.’ The man named his wife Eve, 
because she was the mother of all who live. And the Lord God made garments of skins for 
the man and for his wife, and clothed them. Then the Lord God said, ‘See, the man has 
become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might reach out his hand and 
take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever’— therefore the Lord God sent him 
forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was taken. 

Hymn 86 Savior of our fallen race          Gonfalon Royal 
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Lesson II  Isaiah 7:10-15               Read by Jackie Boddie 
 

Isaiah prophesizes the birth of a chosen child. 
 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying,  Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven.  But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. 
Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that 
you weary my God also?  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds 
and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.  
 
Hymn 82 Of the Father’s love begotten           Divinum mysteriu 

v. 1 all; v. 2 women; v. 3 men; v. 4 all 
 
Lesson III Luke 2:1-20                       Read by Sara Rau 
 

Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshipped by angels and shepherds. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds 
living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favours!’ When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 
has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured 
all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Hymn LEVAS 24 Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow        African American Spiritual 
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Lesson IV  John 1:1-18        Read by The Reverend Justi Schunior 
 

The Word was made flesh and we have seen his glory. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  He 
was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  And the 
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of 
whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") 
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is 
God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known. 
 
Hymn 92 On this day earth shall ring        Personent hodie 
 
The Homily            The Associate Rector 
 
The Peace 
 

Presider The peace of God be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Associate Rector’s Greeting 
 
 

We gather ‘round God’s We gather ‘round God’s We gather ‘round God’s We gather ‘round God’s TableTableTableTable    
 

Offertory Hymn 115 What child is this, who, laid to rest          Greensleeves 
 

Please remain seated for vv. 1 and 2, and stand for v. 3 as the gifts are brought to the altar. 

 
Eucharistic Prayer          from Prayers for an Inclusive Church 
 

Presider God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to God. 
 

Presider Let us give thanks to God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Presider We thank you loving God, for you did not abandon us or stand far off but came in 
  awful nearness with the urgency of love. 
 

  In creation’s dawn, you gave birth to all that is; to the people of Israel you revealed 
  yourself a Father and shared the human story. 
 

  Now we praise you for the Word made flesh born of Mary’s body, nurtured in her 
  womb, cradled in her arms, greeted by her song. 
 

  The fullness of God dwells in his flesh, a touch of welcome for the one thrown  
  aside, good news of bread for the hungry and poor, a shepherd to find those who 
  are lost. 
 

  Now we are caught up, body and soul resound with the glory of music divine,   
  echoing through the hallowed earth: 
 

Sanctus  S 128                      William Mathias 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presider We ask that your Holy Spirit will fall upon us and upon these gifts that these 
  fragile, earthly things may be to us the body and blood of our lord and brother, 
  Jesus Christ; who, on the night that he was betrayed, gathered with his faltering 
  friends for a meal that tasted of freedom. Calling them to his table, he took   
  bread, gave thanks, broke it and said, “This is my body, which is given for you. 
  Do this to remember me.” 
 

  In the same way after supper, he took the cup, saying: “This cup is the new   
  covenant in my blood. Do this, whenever your drink it, to remember me.” 
 

  As on that night, so here and now he offers himself in touch and taste beyond all 
  words can hold. 
 

  Great is the mystery of faith. 
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People Christ has died. 
  Christ has risen. 
  Christ will come again. 
 

Presider Therefore, in our eating and drinking we are filled with the life-giving presence of 
  Christ; we proclaim him as creation’s host, transforming poverty into plenty in 
  the reckless generosity of love. 
 

  Inspire us with the hope that one day death and greed will be no more and   
  people without number will come from east and west, north and south to share 
  the kingdom meal. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord, by whom and 
  with whom and in whom in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory be 
  yours, Mother of blessings, for ever and ever. 
All  AMEN! 
 
Presider Now, in the words Jesus taught us, we pray, 

 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,   
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into  
  temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and  
  the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking the Bread 
 
Presider This bread of life is broken to be shared with us and, through us, with all. 
All  In thanksgiving, we open our hands to receive it that we may open our 
  hearts in service to others. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

Presider We, St. Mark’s, recognize this as God’s table set before us and for all and this bread     
  and wine as God’s food for us and for all. Therefore whoever we are, from wherever     
  we have come, and whatever we believe, 
All  All are welcome and invited to receive. Amen! 
 
The Communion 
Everyone is invited to God’s Table. Gather, one group at a time, a round the altar platform. Remain until 
everyone has received the bread and wine and is dismissed by the Presider, who will say, “Go in peace.” You 
may consume the bread then receive the wine by taking a sip from the chalice or goblet OR you may hold the 
bread, which will signal that you wish to intinct (dip the bread) into the chalice or the goblet. A non-alcoholic 
alternative to wine is offered in the plain goblet, and gluten-free crackers are available upon request. If you wish 
to receive a blessing rather than communion, simply cross your arms across your chest. 
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Music during Communion 
 

Hymn 114 ‘Twas in the moon of wintertime             Une jeune pucelle 
 

LEVAS 27 Away in a Manger                 James R. Murray 
 

Hymn 110 The snow lay on the ground        Venite adoremus 
 
The Post Communion Prayer         from Prayers for an Inclusive Church 
 

Presider Let us pray. 
All  We thank you that our hunger finds its rest in him who offers body and 
  blood for the life of the waiting world: earth our wandering spirit and show 
  yourself to us in the face of every other. Amen. 
 
Announcements  
Please limit announcements to one minute or less. 

 
Closing Hymn 100 Joy to the world! the Lord is come           Antioch 
 

The Blessing            from Prayers for an Inclusive Church 
 

Presider May we who have been touched by the Word made flesh be his body for the 
  world, his hands to bring blessing, his senses to glory, in the promise of creation 
  restored; and the Blessing of God, our Creator, our Redeemer, and our Sustainer 
  be with us, and remain with us always. 
All  Amen! 
 
Dismissal            written by The Rector 

 

Presider  Alleluia! Being born anew in God’s Word, let us go forth with thankful hearts! 
All   And with faithful hands for service! Alleluia!    
 
Postlude Joy to the World           Fred Bock 
                                       

    

  �  �  � 
 

Liturgical Leaders and Worship Participants 
 

Verger    David Deutsch 

 

Acolyte   Stephanie Deutsch, Crucifer 

 

Altar Guild   Liz Layton, Gretchen Willson 

 

  Bread & Wine  Kenn Allen & Maureen Shea  
 

  Greeters   Scilla Adams, Lucy Brown, Richard Thoreson, Nat White 
 

 Lay Servers              Karen Getman, David Willson, Gretchen Willson     

    

    

�  �  � 
    

    

PERMISSIONS The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus. Music: William Mathias (1934-1992), © 1976 Oxford 
University Press. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718991. 9 



 
 

�  �  � 
    

    

Parish Prayer ListParish Prayer ListParish Prayer ListParish Prayer List    
 
 

Lolita Abernathy (Paul’s mother)  •   Frederica Barrow  •   Paul Bugge •   
Sylvie Kalas Braddock (Barbara Nelson’s granddaughter)  •  Janice Brown   •   

Joya Cox  •  Taylor Emerson (Randy Marks’ niece)  •   Dave Haglund  •    
Celia Hahn  •  Patricia Harold  (Rosemary Harold’s mother)   •    

Rick Hayes  •  Alice Kistler (Kathryn Powers’ sister)  •  Roy Lara  •   
Dennis Lewis  •  Elizabeth Long  •  Nat Marks •  Lila Marks  •   

Ankie Moore (family of Ruth Ann Hess)   •   
Sister Mary Davida Morgan (Mary Welker’s sister) •   

Randell Prothro  •   Bruce Ritter  •   
Arnold Taylor • Geneva Watkins (Pontheolla’s mother)  

 
 
 

Those of our Parish serving in the military:  
 

Vincent Alcazar (Parishioner) 
Clint Billings (son of Kevin Billings and Mary Louise Wagner) 

P. J. Boehm (brother of Rachel Boehm)  
Stephen Dannenmaier (brother and brother-in-law of Bill and Molly Dannenmaier) 

Jason Earnest (son of Erika Bugge, grandson of Paul Bugge and Lynda Smith-Bugge) 
David Fuller  (son of Brock and Penny Hansen) 

Joshua Russo (nephew of Stephanie and David Deutsch) 
Dani Stearman (niece of Bill and Molly Dannenmaier) 

Thomas Winkler (nephew of Stephanie and David Deutsch) 
 

 

�  �  � 
 
 

Cycle of Prayer 
 
 

In the Diocese of Washington: 
 

 
St. John’s Church, Georgetown - Gini Gerbasi, Rector;  

St. John’s Church, Washington (Lafayette Square) - Luis Leớn, Rector;  
St. John’s Church, Norwood - Sari N. Ateek, Rector 

St. John’s Church, Olney; St. John’s Episcopal School and Preschool, Olney 
The Fellowship of St. John  

 
�  �  � 



 

AnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncements 
 

Announcements, not to exceed 125 words, are to be submitted to angela.nedd@stmarks.net  
 by 5:00 pm on the Tuesday preceding the Sunday you wish the announcement to run. 

 
 

Stewardship 
 

1. LAST CALL FOR 2015 CANVASS -- Thanks to all of those who have made a 2015 Canvass pledge. 
More than 200 of you have pledged nearly $650,000 to date!  Collectively, those who have made a pledge 
have increased their pledge by nearly 9 percent over last year, a wonderful expression of the confidence 
and excitement people feel about the future of St. Mark's. But we still need to hear from about 100 of you 
who have not made a pledge yet. With increased expenses from our new space and a looming Rector 
search, it is critically important that everyone get their pledge in as soon as possible, so we can show a fi-
nancially strong and healthy parish to prospective Rector candidates next year. Please use our incredibly 
easy online pledge form, available at http://www.stmarks.net/get-involved/supportst-marks-form. The Stew-
ardship Committee will be turning over names of those who have not yet made a pledge to the Vestry for 
follow-up contact soon, so please make your pledge today and avoid the nagging calls. If you need more 
time, or if you have any questions about pledging, please contact  
 

From the Office 
 

2. CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS have been mailed to all those who made a pledge for the year 2014.  If you 
have not received a statement by mid-December and believe you made a pledge for 2014, please contact Susan 
Block, Parish Administrator for Finance and Membership (202-543-0053 x305, susan.block@stmarks.net). The 
church office may not have received your pledge – or may not have your correct mailing address. 
 

3. LOOKING FOR UNIDENTIFIED DONORS OF STOCK! In the past year, St. Mark’s has received several 
donations of stock for which we have not been able to identify a donor. If you donated stock in the last year 
and have not received confirmation from Susan Block, Parish Administrator for Finance and Membership, 
please contact her immediately (202-543-0053 x305, susan.block@stmarks.net). 
 

4. PARISH GROUP/EVENT TREASURERS: All income collected during the calendar year 2014 must be 
turned into the church office before the end of the year! Questions? Contact Susan Block, Parish Adminis-
trator for Finance and Membership (202-543-0053 x305, susan.block@stmarks.net). 
 

5. THINKING OF MAKING A DONATION AT THE END OF THE YEAR? If you wish to make a year-end 
donation, note that only those donations received or postmarked by December 31, 2014 will be included on 
2014 contribution statements. Questions? Contact Susan Block, Parish Administrator for Finance and 
Membership (202-543-0053 x305, susan.block@stmarks.net). 
 

6. ANGELA’S CHRISTMAS LEAVE. Parish Administrator for Programs and Facilities Angela Nedd will be 
on leave from Wednesday, December 24 through Friday, January 2. She will return to the office Monday, 
January 5. The bulletins for 12/28 & 1/4 have been printed. Please send space use requests to Angela’s 
email during her absence; requests for the first two weeks of January will be processed in her absence. 
 

Discernment & Search Committee 
 

 7. JANUARY 4, 12:40 PM & 6:00 PM: WHAT’S NEXT FOR DISCERNMENT?  WHAT HAPPENED TO 
RENEWAL WORKS/  FIND OUT AND JOIN THE CONVERSATION. Jim Ashley and Nadine Hathaway 
presented the final report on Renewal Works to the Vestry last Sunday, 12/14. It covers the survey, result-
ing data, the interpretation process, and conclusions. When: on Sunday, January 4, 2015, we'd like to in-
volve the Parish in closing out this phase of our work, then look ahead to data gathering and the search for 
our twelfth Rector. There will be two events: (1) At 12:40 pm(after the 11:15 service), we invite you to lunch 
and a facilitated discussion on Renewal Works and updates on the discernment and search events time-
line. (2) At 6:00 pm (after the 5pm service), we'll host an informal discussion with refreshments on the 
same topics. RSVP for either time and view the report at: http://stmarksdsc.wordpress.com/townhall.  A 
rough advance headcount helps us plan food and discussion arrangements, but of course everyone will be 
welcome. 
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Vision 2020 and Transition 
 

8. VISION 2020 PLEDGE PAYMENTS -- MAKE YOURS BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR! The 
"punch list" for our new space is 99 percent complete! The kitchen is operational and has passed inspec-
tion! The library didn't leak during the recent rain (keep your fingers crossed, though)! As we get down to 
the last few items from our long construction project, we are now receiving the final bills from our contrac-
tors and consultants. That means cash flow is at a premium. As you plan end-of-the-year charitable contri-
butions, please remember to make your Vision 2020 pledge payments a priority. Every dollar that comes 
in from this point forward is a dollar that we won't have to borrow in order to pay our final bills. Thank you 
very much!  -- Mike Townsend, Vision 2020 Co-Chair  
 

9. NEW SPACES! The foyer now sports an 'Information Board' for pillar events. Please contact your pillar 
chair for access. The 'Art-Hanging' system (gray walls) in the foyer and Baxter Hall are not bulletin boards. 
We ask that you refrain from trying to tack or tape anything to the cloth backing as both will damage it. 
Please use the tack boards in the lounge or contact your pillar for Info Board space. Thanks! 
 

Worship 
 

10. WEEK-DAY SERVICE AND MEDITATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 Insight Meditation, Nave: Mondays, 7:30pm to 9:00pm 
 

 Thursday Noon Eucharist, Chapel; Thursdays 12:00-12:30pm 
 
11. DE-GREENING THE NAVE. Please help de-green the church! We will be meeting after the 5 o'clock 
service on January 4th. There will be no scaling dangerous heights involved this time! But there will be 
plenty of wine and beer! Questions? Contact Lisa.ramish@gmail.com. 
 

Christian Ed 
 

Sunday School.  New class members welcome throughout the year. 
12. SUNDAY SCHOOL AND HOLIDAYS.  After a holiday break, Sunday School resumes January 18. There will 
be no Sunday School from December 28 through January 11.  
 

13. THE 2014-2015 REGISTRATION/RELEASE FORMS FOR ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH. Families, have 
you turned in registration/release forms for each  child and youth? The forms ensure the safety of our children by 
giving contact and medical information to teachers and adults running youth programs. They also let you indicate if 
photos of your child may be taken and used. The forms are required to participate in the nursery, Sunday School 
and parish youth activities in the coming year. Give completed forms to Kitty Donnelly, Peter Sherer or a Sunday 
School teacher. Please initial any section you intend to leave blank. Print a form for each child at www.stmarks.net/
assets/pdf/Permission_Release_Form_2014-15.pdf 

 

14. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 2014-2015 CATALOGS. Christian Education catalogs are in tract racks and 
posted on the St Mark's website (www.stmarks.net/ministry-and-programs/course-catalog-2014-2015/ ).Get  
your catalog of classes, workshops and retreats for the coming year, illustrated with artwork from Sunday 
School banners and Beyond the Frame, and beautifully designed by Karen Falk.  Take a catalog home to find a 
class for you in 2015! 
 

Ongoing Adult Bible Studies: new members welcomed 
15. WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: GOSPEL OF MATTHEW. We use discussion notes from 
Bishop John Spong (retired) and other sources. This ongoing Bible discussion group is open to all. When: 
Wednesdays through May, 11:00 am to 12:15 pm, brown bag lunch follows to 1 pm  Where: Elders Room. 
Leaders: Paul Abernathy and lay leaders. Coordinator: Raiford Gaffney. Fee: $25 contribution. 

 

16. THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: THE GNOSTIC GOSPELS. We discuss how the text  has mean-
ing in our contemporary context. We start with The Gnostic Gospels by Elaine Pagels and some readings from 
The Nag Hammadi Scriptures edited by Marvin Meyer and select other topics as we go. When: Thursdays, 
October through May, 7:30-9:00 pm  Where: Rectors’ room, Undercroft. Leaders: Andrew Stafford, Kathleen 
Grant, Bill Jones. Fee: $25 contribution per semester, plus cost of chosen books. 
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17. MARCHING THROUGH THE BIBLE:  LETTERS TO THE CORINTHIANS. Paul's letters to the Corinthians, in 
the major city of Corinth, address a polarized community 25 years after Jesus' death. Issues raised by the Corin-
thians still resonate today. We discuss a Corinthians text each Sunday, no additional readings are expected; we 
focus on reading and discussing the text itself. Marching through the Bible is named for long-time convener, "Buzz" 
March.  When: Sundays, October through March, 10:00-11:00 am Where: Penniman Room, Undercroft. Con-
vener: Bob Ewald. Fee: $25 per semester.  Class resumes January 18th. 

 

Adult classes 
18. ARE WE CRAZY ABOUT OUR KIDS? "The Raising of America." This monthly series of talks, videos and 
discussions looks at education, health, safety, income and other environmental influences to see how they enhance 
or diminish the chances of children’s success in life. Presentations by experts in the field, videos, discussions and 
field trips will help us better understand how we raise children in our society. We hope to enhance awareness and 
identify people and organizations that both need our support and offer opportunities to become actively engaged …
in ways that best match your interests and best use your talents. Questions? Contact Peter Eveleth 
(peter.eveleth@gmail.com) or Jackie Boddie (jlb3135@gmail.com). When: January 8 and second Thursday of 
each month, 7:30 – 9:30 pm. Where: Baxter Hall. Leaders: Pete Eveleth, Jackie Boddie, others. Fee: $25. 
 

Meditation 
 

19. MONDAY EVENING MEDITATION. Come meditate with others in a quiet place. When: Mondays, 
7:30-9:00 pm. Where: Nave. Leaders: Fee: $10 donation/class, shared by leaders, Insight Meditation 
Community of Washington, St. Mark's. 
 

Music 
 

Contact the Director of Music, for further information: jeff.kempskie@stmarks.net 
 

20. TWELFTH NIGHT CONCERT Armonia Nova, an ensemble of period instruments and voices special-
izing in music of the 12th-17th centuries, will offer a concert in celebration of Epiphany and the Winter Sol-
stice. Performers include Constance Whiteside, artistic director, medieval & baroque triple--strung harps, 
Tina Chancey, vielle & viol da gamba, Jacqueline Horner-Kwiatek, mezzo soprano, and Charles 
Humphries, countertenor. When: Saturday Jan. 3rd, 2015 7:30pm. Where: Nave. Free-will offering. No 
tickets required. All are welcome. More information: www.armonianova.org 
 

21. DO YOU SING OR PLAY AN INSTRUMENT? If so, we want to know! Singers of all voice parts are 
needed in the Chancel Choir (rehearses Thursdays, 7:30-9:30pm in the Nave). Children are invited to sing 
with the Boys & Girls Choir (rehearses Sundays, 11-11:45am). More ringers are needed in the Handbell 
Choir (rehearses Wednesdays, 7:00-8:30pm). No prior experience necessary. There are also opportunities to 
play solo instrumental pieces year-round. 
 

Outreach 
 

22. ALTAR OFFERTORY BASKETS ARE FOR MORE THAN JUST FOOD – The foodstuffs placed in the 
baskets during the offertory go to Samaritan Ministry of Greater Washington which distributes them to 
needy individuals. Samaritan Ministries gratefully accepts other items including toiletries. Consider con-
tributing small travel-size bottles of hand lotion, shampoo, or toothpaste. Bars of soap, toothbrushes and 
razors are welcome too. Most pharmacies and grocery stores have sections where you can purchase 
travel-size toiletries.  

 

23. HYPOTHERMIA EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (HERT). Did you know that by DC law EVERYONE 
has a right to shelter on nights when the temperature is below freezing? Capitol Hill Group Ministries (CHGM) 
has established a new initiative this year to check on our homeless neighbors during hypothermia alerts. HERT 
volunteers walk around Eastern Market and Union station offering blankets, cold weather gear, snacks, and hot 
beverages to those in need. HERT volunteers will also assess unsheltered individuals for signs of hypothermia, 
encourage them to move indoors, and call for assistance for anyone at risk. Additionally, HERT volunteers provide 
relief to overstretched CHGM staff. To join the team, contact Whitney Parnell (parnell@chgm.net, 202-544-0631). Ques-
tions? Contact the Outreach Board (stmarksoutreachboard@gmail.com) 
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24. MARTIN LUTHER KING IN PALESTINE? YES!  Come see the film Al Helm (The Dream), a documen-
tary about an African-American gospel choir that goes to the West Bank to sing in a Palestinian play about 
Martin Luther King Jr. They become witnesses to life under occupation and a non-violent movement for so-
cial justice.  It was an intense cultural exchange between two peoples encompassing the joy of new friend-
ships, creative collaborations and eye opening experiences.  Since then, recognizing their shared seeking 
of justice, Palestinians have sent messages of support to protesters in Ferguson.  The Mid-East Working 
Group is sponsoring this film. When: Friday, January 9. Where: Doors to Baxter Hall open at 7:00, film be-
gins at 7:30. Enjoy a Middle East mezze and non-alcoholic drinks - Donation $10. BYOB for wine and beer. 

Parish Life 
 

25. CALL FOR FABRIC FOR DOLLS! If you have a strip of fabric (2"-3" x 12") for the newest doll project, 
please deliver to the box in the foyer closet above the sale desk no later than January 11. Questions? 
Contact Doris Burton (dmburton21@gmail.com). 

 

26. PUB LUNCH sign up is on a clipboard on the Info Board along with a How-to sheet in one of the pock-
ets below the board. Please take a walk thru the kitchen before you do PL--even if you've done it in the 
past, things have changed.  

 

27. THANK YOUs--greatly deserved--go to Karen Getman, Gail Giuffrida, Linda Ewald, Maureen Shea, 
Karen Woodall, Marilu Sherer, and Margaret Brown. These ladies made many boxes disappear and an or-
ganized kitchen and pantry in their place. Please say thank you to them for their hours of hard work!  

 

28. THE SPACE USE COMMITTEE IS EXPLORING HOW THE ST. MARK’S COMMUNITY USES SPACE for 
meetings, receptions, dinners, plays, etc, and how those needs can be best addressed in our newly remodeled 
building. A questionnaire that elicits such information is currently being prepared. The committee is also reaching 
out to the nonprofit community to determine interest in renting our meeting rooms. It’s important that we all be 
heard. Questions? Comments? Contact Michael Summey (stmarksjuniorwarden@gmail.com) or Sally Garr Brod-
head (sgarrbrodhead@yahoo.com). 

 

29. CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for those caring for seriously ill or otherwise incapacitated loved ones 
meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays each month. Contact: Mary Welker (marymwelker@aol.com, 202-387-4083) or 
Pamela Blumgart (pjblumgart@mail.com, 202-631-4936)" When: January 13, 7:30pm. Where: Dozier Library. 
 

30. READING GROUP meets First Mondays. The January 5 book is The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk 
Kidd . February 2 - Death in Holy Orders by P.D. James When: January 5, 7:30 pm. Where: Verna Dozier 
Library.  
 

Youth and Family Ministry 
 
 

31. ST. MARK’S FAMILY/PARISH SKI TRIP – MLK Weekend. Mark your calendars and dust off your ski 
gear! We are once again going to Canaan Valley, WV for fun and fellowship! We will ski at Timberline and 
stay nearby at – Windwood Resort, where you will have the option of sleeping in a bunk room with the group -
- or if you like, reserve a regular hotel room with 2 Queen Beds. There is a modest games arcade and a party 
room where we can share card and board games, arts and crafts and conversation apres ski. Timberline has 
great lessons and half day kid’s mountain camp, downhill/cross country skiing, skating, and sledding. When: 
Sat-Mon, January 17-19, 2015. Contact: David Wolfel (03allen55@gmail.com), Frank Lloyd 
(frank.w.lloyd@gmail.com), or Pam Lacey (placey@aga.org).  
 

32. DINNER WITH 20 TEENS FROM SOUTH AFRICA; FOLLOWED BY BLACK NATIVITY AT ANA-
COSTIA THEATRE. Come Help Host and Welcome 20 Teens from South Africa who will be coming to 
DC in early January. It would be great to have a good group of our teens (and other interested folks) there 
to welcome them. RSVP for Dinner: If you want to some just for the dinner, please let Leslie Allen 
(Leslie.Allen@usdoj.gov) know by January 2. TICKETS for play:  If you want to also attend the play, or 
only attend the play, the deadline has passed for getting discounted tickets to Black Nativity, but you could 
buy tickets at the regular price from the box office, or let Leslie know ASAP and she will see if she can 
persuade the theatre to let us have a few more cheap tickets.  When: Saturday, January 3 Where:  Bax-
ter Hall, Anacostia Theater. 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK’S:   December 28 THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK’S:   December 28 THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK’S:   December 28 THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK’S:   December 28 ––––January 4January 4January 4January 4 

Sunday, December 28Sunday, December 28Sunday, December 28Sunday, December 28 

10:00 am — 11:30 am 

10:15 am — 11:00 am 
11:00 am — 11:45 am 

12:30 am —   2:30 pm 

  5:00 pm —   6:00 pm 

Lessons & Carols Nave 
Choir Warm-up Elders’ Room 
Grate Patrol Baxter Hall, Kitchen 

Pub Lunch Baxter Hall, Kitchen 

Contemplative Eucharist Nave 

Monday, December 29Monday, December 29Monday, December 29Monday, December 29    

Clergy & Music Director Day Off 

  7:30 pm —   9:00 pm 
  7:30 pm —   9:30 pm 

SMMC Monday Meditation Nave 
Caregivers Support Group Dozier Library 

Tuesday,  December 30Tuesday,  December 30Tuesday,  December 30Tuesday,  December 30 

  3:30 pm —   4:30 pm 

  6:30 pm —   9:30 pm 

Staff Meeting Abernathy Conference Room 

Discernment & Search Committee Penniman Room 

Wednesday, December 31Wednesday, December 31Wednesday, December 31Wednesday, December 31 

No events scheduled at print time (12/22/2014).  

Please see online calendar (www.stmarks.net/calendar/)for most current listing. 

Thursday, January 1Thursday, January 1Thursday, January 1Thursday, January 1    

New Year’s Day  (Office Closed) 

No events scheduled at print time (12/22/2014).  

Please see online calendar (www.stmarks.net/calendar/)for most current listing. 

Friday, January 2Friday, January 2Friday, January 2Friday, January 2 

  2:00 pm —   5:00 pm 

  6:00 pm —   8:00 pm 

Concert Rehearsal Nave 

Women’s AA Meeting Adams Room 

Saturday, January 3Saturday, January 3Saturday, January 3Saturday, January 3 

11:00 am —   7:00 pm 

  7:00 pm —   7:30 pm 
  7:00 pm —   8:00 pm 

  7:30 pm —   9:30 pm 

Concert Rehearsal Nave 

St. Mark’s Youth Host South African Teens Baxter Hall 
AA Meeting Adams Room 

Twelfth Night Concert Nave 

Sunday, January 4Sunday, January 4Sunday, January 4Sunday, January 4 

  9:00 am — 10:00 am 

10:00 am — 11:00 am 
10:00 am — 11:00 am 

11:00 am — 11:45 am 

11:15 am — 12:30 pm 
12:00 pm —   3:00 pm 

12:30 am —   2:30 pm 

12:30 pm —   2:30 pm 
  4:30 pm —   6:00 pm 

  6:00 pm —   8:00 pm 

  6:00 pm —   8:00 pm 

Holy Eucharist + Laying on of Hands Nave 

Sermon Seminar Nave 
Choir Warm-up Elders’ Room 

Boys & Girls Choir Rehearsal Elders’ Room  

Holy Eucharist + Laying on of Hands Nave 
Discernment & Search Committee Town Hall Meeting Baxter Hall 

Pub Lunch Baxter Hall, Kitchen 

Contemplative Eucharist Nave 
Yoga Class Craighill Dance Studio 

De-Greening Nave 

Discernment & Search Committee Town Hall Meeting Baxter Hall 

MOST CURRENT Calendar online at: http://www.stmarks.net/calendar/ 
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Washington, DC 20003 Washington, DC 20003 Washington, DC 20003 Washington, DC 20003  
 

202-543-0053 (phone)     

202-546-3695 (fax)      
 

www.stmarks.net  
 

Office Directory 
 

The Rev. Paul Roberts Abernathy, Rector                                                                   paul.abernathy@stmarks.net 

The Rev. Justi  Schunior, Associate Rector                           justi.schunior@stmarks.net 

Jeff Kempskie, Director of Music                                                                          jeff.kempskie@stmarks.net 

Susan Block, Parish Administrator for Finance and Membership            susan.block@stmarks.net 

Angela Nedd, Parish Administrator for Programs and Facilities                            angela.nedd@stmarks.net      

Warren E. O'Hearn, Bookkeeper                                                                               wohearn@hotmail.com 

Edwin D. Green, Maintenance Contractor (240-447-0027)                                  edwin.green@stmarks.net 

Emily Williams Guffey, Seminarian            eguffey@vts.edu 

Lost & Found: please contact Ed Green (240-447-0027)                                     edwin.green@stmarks.net 

 

Adjunct Clergy: The Reverends Susan Flanders, William Flanders 

 
The Vestry 

 

Senior Warden  Grady B. Hedgespeth      seniorwarden.saintmarks@gmail.com 
 

Junior Warden  Michael D. Summey                                         stmarksjuniorwarden@gmail.com 
 

Class of ’15   Jim Steed, Amy Kovac-Ashley, Pamela Lacey  

Class of ‘16   Gwen Dillard, Nora Howell, Mary Thuell  

Class of ‘17   Fritz Henn, Martha Huizenga, Stephen Dalzell  

Officers   Penny Hansen, Treasurer 

    Andrew Stafford  Assistant Treasurer 

    Randy Marks, Register 

                     Jack Burton, Manciple 

    Michael Knipe, Counsel 
 
 
 

Diocesan Delegates 
 

Suella Henn          Raiford Gaffney          Joseph Tarantolo 


