
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cell Phones – Please turn off your cell phone or other electronic devices at any time you are in the Nave. 
Hearing – Infrared headsets providing amplified sound are in the tract racks by the doors, or ask an usher. 

    Welcome toWelcome toWelcome toWelcome to    
        

St. Mark’s Episcopal ChurchSt. Mark’s Episcopal ChurchSt. Mark’s Episcopal ChurchSt. Mark’s Episcopal Church    

+    

Capitol HillCapitol HillCapitol HillCapitol Hill    
    

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
 

St. Mark’s is an open community, welcoming people wherever they are on 
their faith journey. We celebrate the gifts of God that empower us to engage 
boldly in the struggles of life and to care for others with love, justice, and 
compassion. 

_______________________ 

    

9:00am Holy Eucharist + Laying on of Hands 

 

 

10:00am Sermon Seminar 
 

 

11:15am Holy Eucharist + Laying on of Hands 
_______________________ 

    

The  Second Sunday after EpiphanyThe  Second Sunday after EpiphanyThe  Second Sunday after EpiphanyThe  Second Sunday after Epiphany    
January 18, 2015January 18, 2015January 18, 2015January 18, 2015    

    

“Showing Forth Love and Justice”  

 
Presider & Preacher 

The Reverend Paul Roberts Abernathy, Rector 
 
 

Co-Presider 
The Reverend Justi Schunior, Associate Rector 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Jeff  Kempskie 



 

WELCOME to ST. MARK’S! 

 

 
 

Wherever you are on your faith journey, please know you are welcome to celebrate life with us. 
 

Please sit anywhere in the Nave—if you use a hearing aid with a T-setting, you need to sit within the front three rows 
to access our tele-loop system. You may also ask an usher to borrow one of our infrared headsets. 
 

We offer open communion, which is our way of inviting any and all to partake in the Eucharistic supper: this is God’s meal. We 
gather around the altar and you are most welcome regardless of your religion, beliefs, or practices. 
 

Childcare: the Nursery is open! Children up to age 3 are welcome. Take the stairs to the lower level; turn right to go 
down the hall to the Nursery, which will be the last room on your right. 
 

Announcements are at the back of this bulletin;  you will also hear oral announcements during the service. To become 
more informed and engaged with the community, you are invited to subscribe to our weekly electronic newsletter at 
www.stmarks.net/gospelnewsletter. 
 

Restrooms and water fountains are available in the foyer and on the lower level.  
 

Lost & Found is managed by our Sexton, maintenance contractor Ed Green. Please contact him or his staff (David Durant & 
Keith Green) to see if your item has been found or to turn in an item you’ve found. (240-447-0027). 
 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULEWORSHIP SCHEDULEWORSHIP SCHEDULEWORSHIP SCHEDULE    
 

 9:00 am Holy Eucharist 
 9:00 am  Children’s Chapel, a 20-minute worship experience for young children & their parents 
10:00 am Sermon Seminar, Sunday school classes for children and adults 
11:15 am Holy Eucharist with sermon 
 5:00 pm Contemplative  Eucharist 

    

    

    

WORSHIP IN THE ROUNDWORSHIP IN THE ROUNDWORSHIP IN THE ROUNDWORSHIP IN THE ROUND    
 

has been part of our community since 1965. The center altar allows a changing hanging…The Epiphany Star is a 
gift from Joya Cox, its creator.  It is an icosahedron, a figure with 20 plane surfaces, each of which also serves as the 
base of a pyramid. 
 
An abstract Resurrected Cross stands in front of the lectern. Created by Lynda Smith-Bugge from local burled 
maples and black walnut, its closed vertical has opened as rays and circles lift the outstretched arms of the cross 
symbolizing the opening of arms to Lynda’s family and others in our community. 
 

We formally begin the worship service with the Prelude, a musical offering designed to bring us together for wor-
ship that allows for quiet reflection before the service begins. Please respect this time by refraining from conversa-
tions in the Nave as much as possible. While greeting each other is important, we ask that you do so outside the 
Nave or near the doors so that others can have quiet time.  

 
 

 



 

 

We GatherWe GatherWe GatherWe Gather    
����Portions of the liturgy omitted at the 9:00 AM service 

 
Please observe silence when the lights are dimmed. 

Prelude Communion sur “Lauda Sion”      Denis Bédard (b. 1950) 
 
Opening Hymn  477 All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine                              Engelberg 

  
Opening Sentences                                                                                       from Psalm 111 

 

Presider     The works of God’s hands are faithfulness and justice. 
People       All God’s commandments are sure; 
Presider     standing fast forever 
People       because they are spoken in truth and performed with equity. 
 
 Collect   

 

Presider    Let us pray. 
All O God, by your love, you bear to all the breath of life and by your grace, 

you give to all the gift of free will.  By the guidance of the spirit of Jesus, 
grant us wisdom and courage to mend our selfish ways, molding our 
lives and our wills to your loving and just purposes.  Amen.  

 

Collect for Martin Luther King, Jr. revised 
Presider      Continuing, 
All        O God, by the hand of Moses, your servant, you led a people out of slav-

ery, making them free at last.  Grant that we, following the example of 
your prophet, Martin Luther King, Jr., in the name of liberty, oppose all 
oppression and in the name of love resist every temptation to oppress 
that all may know the boundless gift of freedom.  Amen.    

 

We read and reflect on god’s wordWe read and reflect on god’s wordWe read and reflect on god’s wordWe read and reflect on god’s word    
 
The First Reading 1 Samuel 3.1-20, revised    
 

Narrator:  Rick Rutherford, 9:00; Sara Rau, 11:15 
God: Nancy Lucas, 9:00; Jan Lipscomb, 11:15 
Eli: Martha Connor-Donnelly, 9:00 ; Mary Jo Detweiler, 11:15 
Samuel: , 9:00 ; , 11:15 
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Narrator The boy Samuel was ministering unto God under Eli. God’s word was rare in 
those days and visions were not widespread. Eli, whose eyesight had grown dim, 
was lying down in his room. The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel 
was lying down in the temple near the ark of God when God called, 

God “Samuel! Samuel!” 

Samuel “Here I am!” 

Narrator Samuel ran to Eli, saying 

Samuel “Here I am, for you called me.” 

Eli “I did not call. Go lie down.” 

Narrator Samuel did as Eli instructed. Then God again called, 

God “Samuel!” 

Narrator Samuel got up and went to Eli, saying, 

Samuel “Here I am, for you called me.” 

Eli “I did not call, my son. Go lie down again.” 

Narrator  Samuel did not yet know God, thus God’s word had not yet been revealed to 
him. But God called Samuel a third time. Samuel got up and went to Eli, saying, 

Samuel “Here I am, for you called me.” 

Narrator Eli, perceiving that God was calling Samuel, said to him, 

Eli “Go, lie down. And if God calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant 
is listening.’” 

Narrator Samuel did as Eli instructed. And God called as before, 

God “Samuel! Samuel!” 

Samuel “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

God “I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of anyone who 
hears it tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concern-
ing his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to pun-
ish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons blasphemed 
against Me, and he did not restrain them. Therefore I swear that the iniquity of 
Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 

Narrator Samuel lay still until morning. Then he opened the doors of the house of God.  
Samuel was afraid to tell Eli the vision. But Eli called Samuel, 

Eli “Samuel, my son.” 

Samuel “Here I am.” 

Eli “What was it that God told you? Do not hide it. May God do so to you and more 
also, if you hide anything from me.” 

Narrator Samuel told Eli everything, withholding nothing. 

Eli “It is the will of God to do what seems good.” 

Narrator  As Samuel grew up, God was with him and let none of his words fall to the 
ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trust-
worthy prophet of God. 

Narrator Let us hear what the Spirit says to us. 

People Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Sequence Hymn  440 Blessed Jesus, at thy word, vv. 1-2       Liebster Jesu 

 
The Gospel  John 1.43-51, revised  
 

Gospeller  The Good News of Jesus according to John 
People 
 
 
 
 
Jesus went to Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” Now, Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 
found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph 
from Nazareth.” Nathanael replied, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said 
to him, “Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, saying of him, “Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked, “Where did you get to know me?” 
Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael ex-
claimed, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do 
you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 
than these. Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascend-
ing and descending upon the Son of Man.”  
 

 

  Gospeller  The Good News of Jesus.  
 

People 
 
 

 

 

Sequence Hymn  440 Blessed Jesus, at thy word, v. 3                                     Liebster Jesu 

 

�Sermon  - Transition to Transformation                                                                The Rector 
 
An Affirmation 

 

All  We believe in God who creates life. In love, we rejoice. 
  We believe in Jesus, sent by God to live life among us, to show us, in word  
  and deed, love and justice. By faith, we follow. 
  We believe in God’s Spirit who, in all time and space, in all and in us,  
  sustains life. Through hope, we serve and share. 
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Prayers of the People         Based on the Gospel passages of the Sundays after Epiphany      
                                                                              written by Jessie Babcock & Randy Marks 

Led by Randy Marks, 9:00; Wendy Couchman, 11:15 
 

Leader    O God, Mary taught Jesus to respond to your call to love all, show us how to be  
  your disciples. 

 

   John, in the wilderness, baptized Jesus, the Beloved, who came to baptize all  
  with the Holy Spirit.  May we, the people of St. Mark’s, remember our baptisms as 
  we partake of the promise of God’s kingdom, today and always.   
People  God, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader  Phillip called Nathanael to “come and see” Jesus of Nazareth, of whom the   
  prophets wrote.  May we call others to come and see the Good News of  
  Jesus. May we respond to the call, being open to being found.   
People  God, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John, by faith, gave up all they had to follow  
  Jesus.  May we learn to let go of what keeps us from walking by faith as we live  
  into our calling to be people of love and justice.   
People  God, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader  Jesus, in the synagogue, astounded the authorities with his teachings and   
  deeds.  May we challenge the status quos that oppress and marginalize others  
  as we work to build a world of love and justice.   
People  God, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader  Jesus, in his ministry, healed the sick and the suffering.  May we look for ways to  
  offer a helping hand and healing touch to both neighbor and stranger in need.   
People  God, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader  Jesus, transfigured in glory, shone forth God’s grace to reveal a world trans- 
  formed by love  May we share in your transformation of our community, our  
  world, and ourselves.  
People  God, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader     We invite all to offer prayers of petition, intercession, or thanksgiving silently or if  
  aloud, ending with “This is my prayer,” to which all will respond, “Amen.”  
 

          A time for individual prayers is observed. 

 

Leader  Let us pray together saying 
People  God, you inspire us to look at the darkness of the world so that we might  
  know where to shine your light. Jesus, you empower us to follow you in  
  love and justice. Holy Spirit, you shine your light in our hearts so we may  
  see the best in ourselves and radiate love to others. Now, we ask that you  
  hear our prayers and give us the wisdom and courage to be your hands to  
  answer these prayers. Amen. 
 



 

 

Corporate Confession 
 

Presider Let us, together, in honesty, honor our brokenness. 
 

A moment of silence is observed 
 

All  We confess that there is a cross at the heart of our lives; the conflict between  
  the good that we will and the often less than good that we do, the clash        
  between the virtues we profess with our lips and our failure to fulfill them in 
  deed. This, our life’s burden, always was, always is, always will be, is that    
  which Jesus calls us daily to take up. Trusting in his love for us, in faith, we 
  follow him with hope that he will help us bear our cross. Amen.           
 
Presider O God, the healing of perfect peace with ourselves is beyond our power to  
  grant. By your Spirit, may Jesus, our Immanuel, “God with us”, reconcile us  
  to you that we alway may rise from our failure to try again. 
 

The Peace 
 

Presider  God’s reconciling peace be with us and through us shared with all.  
People   Amen! 
 

All, one with another, exchange a sign of peace. 

 
Welcome 

 
Rector’s Greeting  

    

We gather ’round God’s TableWe gather ’round God’s TableWe gather ’round God’s TableWe gather ’round God’s Table    

 
  Offertory Anthem Hymn to Freedom                                 Oscar Peterson, arr. John Kramer 

Chancel Choir 
 

When ev’ry heart joins ev’ry heart and together yearns for liberty, that’s when we’ll be free. 
When ev’ry hand joins ev’ry hand and together molds our destiny, that’s when we’ll be free. 
Any hour, any day, the time soon will come when we will live in dignity, that’s when we’ll be free. 
When ev’ryone joins in our song and together singing harmony, that’s when we’ll be free. 
 
Presentation Hymn 119 v. 1, adapted             Dix  
 

As with gladness those of old did the guiding star behold;  
As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright;  
So, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led to thee. 
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Please stand as able. 

Eucharistic Prayer  

 

Presider  Our God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to our God. 
 

Presider  Let us give thanks to our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Presider  O God, though holy you are in your divine otherness, you, in love delight in      
   making manifest your presence in the world you have made, 
People  and we, your people, who dwell at one with all creation rejoice to receive 
   your revelation. 
 

Co-Presider More marvelously still, you, O God, in your grace of compassion, did not deign 
   only to summon us to come after you, but to be for us, in Jesus showing forth  
   the righteousness of your love and justice and calling us into your life. And   
   so we lift  our voices with a shout of praise:  
 

Sanctus  S 128             William Mathias  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presider  Jesus, through his love incarnate with and for all, embraced the poor and the   
   oppressed. He stirred the powers and principalities of this world, set in their 
   ways of dominion, to oppose him and bring about his death. 
 

   On the night he was delivered in to the shadow of the cross, Jesus, gathering  
   for a last supper with his friends, took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said:   
   “This, my body, is for you and for all. Eat and remember me.”  
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Co-Presider Following supper, in the same way, also taking and blessing the cup, Jesus 
   said, “This cup is for you and for all.  Drink and remember me.” 
 

   As we eat this bread and drink from this cup, 
All   We seek spiritual strength to share with the world in his work of love and  
   justice. 
 

Co-Presider Now, O holy God, bestow your Spirit, breathe upon these gifts of bread and 
   wine that they may be food for our spirits, a feast for our souls! 
All   AMEN! 
 
 

A Prayer 

 

Presider  Now, let us we pray, 
All   O God, our eternal Mother and Father who inhabits the heavens, we, 
   your children, here on earth, honor your Name as holy; laboring for 
   your kingdom of just love, and praying for fulfillment of your will. 
 

   Sustain us with the bread of strength for each day, and, as we fall 
   short of your will, pardon our sins as we pardon all who sin against us. 
 

   Spare us from all trial and tribulation; yet, as they befall, save us 
   from all haunt of evil. 
 

   For in your reigning kingdom, power, and glory we rejoice, now and 
   forever. Amen.  
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 

Presider  This bread of life is broken to be shared with us and, through us, with all. 
All   In thanksgiving, we open our hands to receive it that we may open our    
   hearts in service to others.  
 
Invitation to Communion 
 

Presider  Here at St. Mark’s, we celebrate an Open Communion, for this is God’s Table  
   and the bread and wine, God’s supper. Therefore, we place no restrictions   
   upon it and make no distinctions within it.  
Co-Presider Whoever we are, from wherever we have come, whatever we believe, we, one    
   and all, are welcome and invited to receive. 

All   All are welcome to our communion table. Amen!  
 
The Communion 
 

Everyone is invited to God’s Table. Gather, one group at a time, a round the altar platform. Remain until every-
one has received the bread and wine and is dismissed by the Presider, who will say, “Go in peace.” You may 
consume the bread then receive the wine by taking a sip from the chalice or goblet OR you may hold the bread, 
which will signal that you wish to intinct (dip the bread) into the chalice or the goblet. A non-alcoholic alternative 
to wine is offered in the plain goblet, and gluten-free crackers are available upon request. If you wish to receive 
a blessing rather than communion, simply cross your arms across your chest. 
 

There is laying on of hands in the chapel to the right of the Choir. 
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Music During Communion   
 

I, the Lord of sea and sky                                                Words & Music by Daniel L. Schutte 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The people that walked in darkness from Messiah                                               G.F. Handel 
Paul Bugge, soloist 

  
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: 
But the Lord shall arise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee. 
And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. 

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: 
and they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. 
  
Hymn 324 Let all mortal flesh keep silence                                                                   Picardy 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 

 

Presider  Together, let us pray. 
All   In the assurance of our souls strengthened by this spiritual food, may 
   we leave the comfort of this place in joy, as we return to a world of need. 
   May we open our hearts and hands in loving service. May we, as bearers 
   of Epiphany light, transform the world in hope. Amen. 
 
�Announcements 
Please limit announcements to one minute or less. 
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We depart in peaceWe depart in peaceWe depart in peaceWe depart in peace    
 
Closing Hymn  655 O Jesus, I have promised             Nyland 
 
Benediction 
 

Presider  May the power that gives light to the stars, that gives breath to every living thing   
   enkindle in us the fire of zeal and empower us with strength and courage that       
   we, as epiphanies of love and justice, become living blessings for the world. 
All   Amen!  
 
Dismissal  

 

Co-Presider Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Let us go forth with hearts of thanksgiving. 
All   The light of Christ is aflame in us! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
Postlude Dialogue sur “Te Deum”             Denis Bédard 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: The Opening Sentences, the Collect, the revised Lord’s Prayer, Breaking of the Bread, Invitation to Com-
munion, Post-Communion Prayer, the Benediction, and the Dismissal were all written by the Rector for the Epiphany seasons in re-
cent years; these components were compiled by the Reverend Paul Roberts Abernathy Departure Liturgy Planning Committee, 
which is comprised of The Reverend Justi Schunior, Jessie Babcock, Jan Lipscomb, Randy Marks, Michelle Rivard, Bobbi Smith, 
and Loretta Veney. 
 
PERMISSIONS The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus. Music: William Mathias (1934-1992), © 1976 Oxford Uni-
versity Press. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718991.  I, the Lord of sea and sky. Words & Music: 
Daniel L. Schutte, © 1981 Daniel L. Schutte & New Dawn Music. All rights reserved. Used with permission. LicenSing Online # 
362434 
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Sermon Seminar  at 10:00 a.m. 
 

 
Announcements 
Please limit announcements to one minute or less. 
 

The Sermon — Transition to Transformation       The Rector       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�  �  � 
 

 

Liturgical Leaders and Worship Participants 
 

Verger   Loretta Veney, 9:00,  Jan Lipscomb, 11:15   

 

Acolyte   , Crucifer;  , Torch Bearer, 9:00 
   Liz Layton, 11:15 
 
Altar Guild   Karen Falk, Josie Jordan, 9:00  
   Mary Jo Detweiler,  Ruth Ann Hess, Diane Hoover  11:15 
 

Bread & Wine  Betty Foster , 9:00 
    Beryl  Maloney Lillaston in Thanksgiving for Paul Roberts Abernathy’s   
    Ministry , 11:15 
 

  Greeters   Maureen Shea, Nat White  9:00  
   Courtney Beale, Doris Burton, Linda Ewald 11:15 
 

Lay Servers   Bill Dickenson, Dick Rumpf, Donna Sabino , 9:00;  
    Jessie Babcock, Hank Donnelly, Raiford Gaffney, Pat Latin  11:15 
 

  Laying on of Hands   Nadine Hathaway, Eleanor Whitman, 9:00 
    John Barton, Barbara Nelson, 11:15 
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Parish Prayer ListParish Prayer ListParish Prayer ListParish Prayer List    
 
 

Frederica Barrow  •   Paul Bugge •   
Sylvie Kalas Braddock (Barbara Nelson’s granddaughter)  •  Joya Cox  •   

Taylor Emerson (Randy Marks’ niece)  •   Dave Haglund  •   Celia Hahn  •   
Patricia Harold  (Rosemary Harold’s mother)   •   Rick Hayes  •   

Alice Kistler (Kathryn Powers’ sister)  •  Roy Lara  •  Dennis Lewis  •   
Elizabeth Long  •  Nat Marks •  Lila Marks  •   

Sister Mary Davida Morgan (Mary Welker’s sister) •   
Randell Prothro  •   Bruce Ritter  •   

Arnold Taylor • Geneva Watkins (Pontheolla’s mother)  
 

Those who have died 

 

Clara Lolita Roberts Abernathy (mother-in-law and mother of Pontheolla & Paul Abernathy) 
 
 

Those of our Parish serving in the military:  
 

Vincent Alcazar (Parishioner) 
Clint Billings (son of Kevin Billings and Mary Louise Wagner) 

P. J. Boehm (brother of Rachel Boehm)  
Stephen Dannenmaier (brother and brother-in-law of Bill and Molly Dannenmaier) 

Jason Earnest (son of Erika Bugge, grandson of Paul Bugge and Lynda Smith-Bugge) 
David Fuller  (son of Brock and Penny Hansen) 

Joshua Russo (nephew of Stephanie and David Deutsch) 
Dani Stearman (niece of Bill and Molly Dannenmaier) 

Thomas Winkler (nephew of Stephanie and David Deutsch) 
 

 

�  �  � 
 
 

Cycle of Prayer 
 
 

In the Diocese of Washington: 
 

St. Peter’s Church - Ann McKinnon Ritorina, Rector 
Ascension and St. Agnes, Washington - Lane Davenport, Rector       

Washington Interfaith Network (WIN) 
Commission on Ecumenical and Interreligious Ministries 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 

In the Anglican Communion: 
 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
London - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd & Rt Hon Richard John Carew Chartres 

London - Edmonton - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd Peter William Wheatley 
London - Fulham - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd Jonathan Mark Richard Baker 

London - Kensington - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd Paul Gavin Williams 
London - Stepney - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd Adrian Newman 

London - Willesden - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd Peter Allan Broadbent  
 

�  �  � 
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AnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncements 
 

Announcements, not to exceed 125 words, are to be submitted to angela.nedd@stmarks.net  
 by 5:00 pm on the Tuesday preceding the Sunday you wish the announcement to run. 

 
Retirement of Paul Roberts Abernathy 

 

1. FINAL SUNDAY SERVICE FOR PONTHEOLLA  & PAUL is January 25, 2015, at one morning service 
(10:00 am). 

 

2. PARISH RECEPTION SUNDAY JAN. 25, 2015! Please join St. Mark's in wishing a fond adieu to Paul 
and Pontheolla at a reception in their honor following the 10 a.m. service in Baxter Hall. Food and/or 
money donations are requested. We need additional: QUICHES 7 meat, 7 vegetarian, 4 GF. BREAD 11 
loaves, SMALL DINNER ROLLS: 9 dozen, SALADS: 8 (greens and veggies). We provide the dressing. 
SPARKLING CIDER: 24 bottles. To Contribute/Volunteer: contact Claire Myles cjmyles@verizon.net.  Indi-
cate food item or money donation with checks payable to St. Mark’s Church. Indicate in memo Paul’s 
Brunch Reception. Please hand checks to Bobbi Smith after the 10 a.m. Sermon Seminar or Claire 
Myles after the 11 a.m. service on 1/18 or at the reception on the 25th.  

 

Stewardship 

 

3. YOU CAN STILL MAKE A 2015 PLEDGE -- Thank you to the more than 275 parishioners who have 
pledged nearly $750,000 for 2015! While the formal 2015 every member Canvass has ended, pledges are 
gratefully accepted at any time. Our online pledge form will be available year-round. So if you have not 
made a pledge yet or if you are new to St. Mark's and want to become a contributing member, just submit 
a form by visiting www.stmarks.net/get-involved/support-st-marks-form. Questions about pledging? Con-
tact Stewardship Chair Mike Townsend (stmarksstewardship2015@gmail.com). 

 
 

From the Office 
 

4. CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS have been mailed to all those who made a pledge for the year 2014.  If you 
have not received a statement by mid-December and believe you made a pledge for 2014, please contact Susan 
Block, Parish Administrator for Finance and Membership (202-543-0053 x305, susan.block@stmarks.net). The 
church office may not have received your pledge – or may not have your correct mailing address. 
 

5. LOOKING FOR UNIDENTIFIED DONORS OF STOCK! In the past year, St. Mark’s has received several 
donations of stock for which we have not been able to identify a donor. If you donated stock in the last year 
and have not received confirmation from Susan Block, Parish Administrator for Finance and Membership, 
please contact her immediately (202-543-0053 x305, susan.block@stmarks.net). 
 
 

Discernment & Search Committee 
 

For further information, visit the DSC website: www.stmarksdsc.wordpress.com  
 

6. SEE PAGE 19 FOR DSC ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Worship 
 

7. WOULD YOU LIKE TO READ THE SCRIPTURE OR LEAD THE PRAYERS AT A SERVICE?  We’re 
looking for volunteers to read at the morning services.  You may volunteer for a specific date and time.  
To Sign up as a volunteer:  Email Raiford Gaffney at rgaffneydc@gmail.com.   

 

8.  HELP WELCOME VISITORS & PARISHIONERS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MORNING SER-
VICES.  Greeters stand at the three Nave doors, welcome people and hand them a bulletin and hymnal, 
and then pass the collection plates. If you’d like to volunteer for this service, please contact:  9:00 Scilla 
Adams at Scilla.adams@gmail.com or Betsy Agle at betsy@agle.net; 11:15 Ruth Ann Hess at ra-
hess57@gmail.com. 
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9. WEEK-DAY SERVICE AND MEDITATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 Insight Meditation, Nave: Mondays, 7:30pm to 9:00pm 
 

 Thursday Noon Eucharist, Chapel; Thursdays 12:00-12:30pm 
 

Christian Ed 
 

Sunday School. New class members welcome throughout the year. 

10. SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES JANUARY 18. Sunday School and adult Bible classes resume January 18.  
No Sunday School January 25th when there is a single 10 am service to mark Paul Abernathy's retirement.   
 

Adult classes 
 

11. HOLD THE DATE:  WHO IS JESUS AND HOW DO WE KNOW? Why are there four different Gospel 
accounts of Jesus' life? Were the Gospel authors eyewitnesses, and if not, how did they get their stories?  
And what about Hebrew Scriptures--can they tell us anything about Jesus? Bring your burning questions 
and we'll delve together into these perplexing, yet life-giving sources of knowledge and truth. When: 
Wednesdays January 28, February 4, 11, 7:30-9:30 p.m. Where: Adams Room. Leaders: David Deutsch 
and Emily Guffey. Fee: $25. 
 

12. CLIMATE CHANGE WORKSHOP- JANUARY 31, 9:00 AM-4:00 PM. We are not going to be able to 
operate our Spaceship Earth successfully nor for much longer unless we see it as a whole spaceship and 
our fate as common. It has to be everybody or nobody. R. Buckminster Fuller. The rapidly changing climate 
challenges us as no other crisis has.  What is it that allows us to face this challenge and create a hopeful 
future?  Where does our deep human resilience lie, and how can we build on it to create a possible, loving 
future? Jointly sponsored by St Marks, the Insight Meditation Community of Washington, and Interfaith 
Power and Light. Cost: Sliding scale $45-$65.  Scholarships available.  
Information: collie@agle.net or (202)546-0269 

 

13.  HOLD THE DATE: YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASS.  This class is for youth 12 and older, not yet 
confirmed, who seek to discover who they are and how they belong in their community and the Episcopal 
Church. Who am I and with whom will I affiliate?  We will explore topics such as creeds, belief statements, 
sacraments and broader world religions.  As the course ends, each person will reflect with clergy to discern 
their interest in the confirmation experience and choose to participate in or to attend a Cathedral confirma-
tion service with other youth in the diocese.  When:  February 8, 15, 22, March 1, 8, 22, Sundays 11:30-
1:30; confirmation at the Cathedral May 16, 10-12.  Where:  Teen Room, Under Croft.  Fee:  Free, bring 
your own bag lunch.  Leaders:  Nancy Lucas and Clif Grandy, Parent coordinator:  Kit Arrington. 
 

14. ARE WE CRAZY ABOUT OUR KIDS? "The Raising of America." This monthly series of talks, videos 
and discussions looks at education, health, safety, income and other environmental influences to see how 
they enhance or diminish the chances of children’s success in life. Presentations by experts in the field, vid-
eos, discussions and field trips will help us better understand how we raise children in our society. We hope 
to enhance awareness and identify people and organizations that both need our support and offer opportuni-
ties to become actively engaged …in ways that best match your interests and best use your talents. Ques-
tions? Contact Peter Eveleth (peter.eveleth@gmail.com) or Jackie Boddie (jlb3135@gmail.com). When: Feb-
ruary 12 and second Thursday of each month, 7:30 – 9:30 pm. Where: Baxter Hall. Leaders: Pete Eveleth, 
Jackie Boddie, others. Fee: $25 for the series. 
 

15. THE 2014-2015 REGISTRATION/RELEASE FORMS FOR ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH. Families, have 
you turned in registration/release forms for each  child and youth? The forms ensure the safety of our children by 
giving contact and medical information to teachers and adults running youth programs. They also let you indicate if 
photos of your child may be taken and used. The forms are required to participate in the nursery, Sunday School 
and parish youth activities in the coming year. Give completed forms to Kitty Donnelly, Peter Sherer or a Sunday 
School teacher. Please initial any section you intend to leave blank. Print a form for each child at www.stmarks.net/
assets/pdf/Permission_Release_Form_2014-15.pdf 
 
 

16. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 2014-2015 CATALOGS. Christian Education catalogs are in tract racks and 
posted on the St Mark's website (www.stmarks.net/ministry-and-programs/course-catalog-2014-2015/ ).Get  



 

 

your catalog of classes, workshops and retreats for the coming year, illustrated with artwork from Sunday 
School banners and Beyond the Frame, and beautifully designed by Karen Falk. Find a class for you in 2015! 
 
 

Ongoing Adult Bible Studies: new members welcomed 

17. WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: GOSPEL OF MATTHEW. We use discussion notes from 
Bishop John Spong (retired) and other sources. This ongoing Bible discussion group is open to all. When: 
Wednesdays through May, 11:00 am to 12:15 pm, brown bag lunch follows to 1 pm  Where: Elders Room. 
Leaders: Lay leaders. Coordinator: Raiford Gaffney. Fee: $25 contribution. 

  
 

18. THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: THE GNOSTIC GOSPELS. We discuss how the text  has mean-
ing in our contemporary context. We start with The Gnostic Gospels by Elaine Pagels and some readings from 
The Nag Hammadi Scriptures edited by Marvin Meyer and select other topics as we go. When: Thursdays 
through May, 7:30-9:00 pm  Where: Rectors’ room, Undercroft. Leaders: Andrew Stafford, Kathleen Grant, Bill 
Jones. Fee: $25 contribution per semester, plus cost of chosen books. Class resumes Jan. 22. 

  
 

19. MARCHING THROUGH THE BIBLE:  LETTERS TO THE CORINTHIANS. Paul's letters to the Corinthians, in 
the major city of Corinth, address a polarized community 25 years after Jesus' death. Issues raised by the Corin-
thians still resonate today. We discuss a Corinthians text each Sunday, no additional readings are expected; we 
focus on reading and discussing the text itself. Marching through the Bible is named for long-time convener, "Buzz" 
March.  When: Sundaysthrough March, 10:00-11:00 am Where: Penniman Room, Undercroft. Convener: Bob 
Ewald. Fee: $25 per semester. Class resumes January 18th. 

  
 

Meditation 
 

20. MONDAY EVENING MEDITATION. Come meditate with others in a quiet place. When: Mondays, 
7:30-9:00 pm. Where: Nave. Leaders: Fee: $10 donation/class, shared by leaders, Insight Meditation 
Community of Washington, St. Mark's. 
 

Music 
 

Contact the Director of Music, for further information: jeff.kempskie@stmarks.net 
 

21. DO YOU SING OR PLAY AN INSTRUMENT? If so, we want to know! Singers of all voice parts are 
needed in the Chancel Choir (rehearses Thursdays, 7:30-9:30pm in the Nave). Children are invited to sing 
with the Boys & Girls Choir (rehearses Sundays, 11-11:45am). More ringers are needed in the Handbell Choir 
(rehearses Wednesdays, 7:00-8:30pm). No prior experience necessary. There are also opportunities to play 
solo instrumental pieces year-round. 

Outreach 
 

22. SOUP KITCHEN: When: Sunday, January 18, 4:30 – 5:00 pm, Where: Baxter Hall. We only need 4-5 
volunteers to create 240 sandwiches in 30 minutes! Questions? Please contact Jack Richards. 
 

23. THANK YOU, ST. MARK’S! During Advent, your purchases of Christmas ornaments, olive oil, spices, 
and other items from Palestine generated $4,800 to support the craftspeople of Bethlehem and the farm-
ers who participate in the Canaan Fair Trade Cooperative in the northern West Bank. Thanks to your gen-
erosity, an additional gift of $1,200 is being sent to ANERA, American Near East Refugee Aid, to address 
the health, educational, and economic needs of Palestinians impacted by this past summer’s war in Gaza. 
– St. Mark’s Mid-East Working Group  
 
24. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SUNDAY SUPPERS:A local, non-profit organization that serves the 
homeless meals at two DC locations every Sunday night. Volunteers serve a hot meal and exchange con-
versation and fellowship with people living on the street. There are no pre-requisites to volunteer & partici-
pation is flexible. Join the group at 6PM at 4th & K Streets, NW or at 7:30 PM at 11th & N Streets NW. For 
more information e-mail Will Hawkins: sundaysuppers1@gmail.com. Website: www.sundaysuppers.org 
 

25. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: WASHINGTON CITY CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN SOUP KITCHEN: 
Location: corner of NC Avenue and 4th Street, SE. Volunteer times are Mondays, Tuesdays, & Fridays, 
from 10:00 AM to 2:30 PM. Volunteers provide assistance with food preparation, service, and clean up. 
Questions may be referred to Jack Richards or Jennifer Hosler, COB Program Coordinator (202-547-
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5924). Volunteers must complete an application available at: www.washingtoncitycob.org/bnp. 
 

 Parish Life 
 

 

26. PUB LUNCH TODAY!—IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO START THE NEW YEAR:  Martha Connor-
Donnelly and Raiford Gaffney are having ham, black-eyed-peas and other New Year’s traditional food. 

 

27. TODAY: SPOTLIGHT ON THE LIBRARY -- Among other riches, St. Mark’s Verna Dozier Li-
brary includes books and CD’s by St. Mark’s clergy and members, past and present, addressing issues of 
faith, skepticism, lay leadership, social justice, and other topics.  Come take a look at them today in Baxter 
Hall after the 9 and 11:15 services and by the Baptismal Font after the 5 pm service.  See how we continue 
to be blessed by the work of Paul Abernathy, Jim Adams, Bill Baxter, Bert Cooper, Stephanie 
Deutsch, Verna Dozier, Susan and Bill Flanders, Celia Hahn, Jim Kelley, Ben Pratt, Fred Taylor, Loretta 
Veney, and others.  Some of these distinguished authors may even make a guest appearance! -- The Li-
brary Committee 

 
 

28. CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for those caring for seriously ill or otherwise incapacitated loved ones 
meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays each month. Contact: Mary Welker (marymwelker@aol.com, 202-387-4083) or 
Pamela Blumgart (pjblumgart@mail.com, 202-631-4936). When: January 26, 7:30pm. Where: Dozier Library. 

 
 

29. THIRD AGERS' POTLUCK LUNCH JANUARY 31 WITH SUSAN FLANDERS. Join us for our winter 
event, where following potluck lunch, Susan will talk about how she came to write her book, Going to 
Church, It's Not What You Think. Copies of her book will be available for purchase. Join the fun and fellow-
ship! When: Saturday, January 31, 10:30 am. Where: Baxter Hall. Bring: a dish for 8 people; setup for 
making coffee and tea provided. Questions? Ask Jane Miller, Barbara Harvey or Susan Sedgewick. 
 
 

30. READING GROUP meets First Mondays. The February 2  book is Death in Holy Orders by P.D. James 
The March 2 book is An Available Man by Hilma Wolitzer When: February 2, 7:30 pm. Where: Dozier Library.  
 

31. 20s/30s OUTREACH EVENT FEBRUARY 8: Join the 20s/30s on Sunday, Feb. 8, as we volunteer at 
Church of the Epiphany in downtown DC (1317 G St, NW) with Welcome Table, a weekly Sunday worship 
service and hot breakfast with homeless men and women in DC. We will participate in pre-worship pro-
grams starting at 7:00 am, concluding at 9:30 am with a discussion of our experiences. More info at http://
epiphanydc.org/ministry/welcome-table/. RSVP: Please email Jessie Babcock, at (Jessie.Babcock@gmail.com).  
 

32. PUB LUNCH SIGN UPS: YES it’s back! But only if you sign up. Please sign up on the clipboard in 
the foyer for an upcoming Sunday in February! No one signed up for Sunday Jan. 11, but we will be 
blessed with a pub lunch by Raiford Gaffney on Sunday Jan. 18, by Damon Greer and Claire Myles on 
Sunday Jan. 25, and by Rick Hayes and the St. Mark’s Players on Feb. 8. Thanks, guys! Please sign up to 
bring pub lunch in February & March! It doesn’t have to be fancy. Questions? Contact Pam Lacey, Parish 
Life Manager, pro tem., (placey@aga.org). 
 
 

Youth and Family Ministry 
 
 

33. YOUTH AT THE CONVENTION: The Washington Diocese Youth and Family Ministry is seeking young 
people to participate in the 2015 Diocesan Convention (January 30-31).  Available youth roles are as fol-
lows:  1) High-school chalice bearers or prayers of people readers (Friday Night Only), 2) A high-school 
youth representative from our region -- a "voice no vote" role (Friday and Saturday), and 3) youth workers 
for children formation (Saturday only).  If you are interested in one or more of these roles, please contact 
Steve Dalzell at dalzellsr@gmail.com. 
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34. ST. MARK’S HOSTED SOUTH AFRICAN TEENS FOR “MAGICAL EVENING”: On Saturday January 
3, St. Mark's teens and others hosted a delegation of 20 teens and 6 adult chaperones from South Africa 
for a “magical evening” of dinner, fellowship and theatre. The teens are youth leaders from St. John's An-
glican Church in Rustof, a “colored township” with a high rate of poverty. Thanks to Stephanie Deutsch, we 
took the group to see Black Nativity at the Anacostia Theatre - an Afro-centric retelling of the Christmas 
story including high energy gospel singing and praise-- following a wonderful dinner in Baxter Hall orches-
trated by Leslie Allen, teens and others. As one said, “The music, song, and high energy had everyone 
smiling and offering high fives.” Thank you Stephanie, Leslie, St. Mark’s teens and parishioners!  
 

Discernment & Search Committee 
 
35. 60 DAYS OF INPUT, PART I: WHAT’S YOUR VISION FOR ST. MARK’S? LATE JANUARY-
FEBRUARY HOME GATHERINGS. SIGN-UP TODAY AFTER ALL THREE SERVICES AND ONLINE. 
We invite your full participation over the next 60 days in the Discernment and Search process. First, sign 
up to join in a home gathering. January 30 through February 22, parishioners will host these events all over 
Greater Washington, DC, in a variety of formats: dinner, cocktail/wine and cheese, brunch, or coffee/tea 
with dessert. Share a dish and your vision and ideas for St Mark's during our Rector transition.  Sign up to-
day in Baxter Hall, after Sermon Seminar, after the 11:15 service, after the 5pm service, and online at: 
http://stmarksdsc.wordpress.com/homegatherings. Questions? Please contact Cecilia Monahan 
<cdcmonahan@gmail.com>. 
 
36. 60 DAYS OF INPUT, PART II:  WHAT KEEPS YOU HERE (TOWN HALL 1)? WHAT DO YOU HOPE 
TO SEE IN OUR NEXT RECTOR (TOWN HALL 2)? Next, watch this space for upcoming Town Halls. 
February through early March, we plan to hold Town Halls on two topics: (Town Hall 1) why are you here at 
St. Mark’s and what keeps you here? (Town Hall 2) what are the characteristics of a rector that you want/
need?.  Each Town Hall will include facilitated discussions and workshops, and each will be offered on at 
least two different dates. We will be announcing times and dates for these meetings in the next two weeks.   

Looking for the calendar? 
 
We were unable to prepare the calendar in time to print this week. To find out 
what’s going on at St. Mark’s, check out the Official Parish Calendar (and most 
up-to-date version) is online at: 

 

www.stmarks.net/calendar/ 
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Office Directory 
 

The Rev. Paul Roberts Abernathy, Rector                                                                   paul.abernathy@stmarks.net 

The Rev. Justi  Schunior, Associate Rector                           justi.schunior@stmarks.net 

Jeff Kempskie, Director of Music                                                                          jeff.kempskie@stmarks.net 

Susan Block, Parish Administrator for Finance and Membership            susan.block@stmarks.net 

Angela Nedd, Parish Administrator for Programs and Facilities                            angela.nedd@stmarks.net      

Warren E. O'Hearn, Bookkeeper                                                                               wohearn@hotmail.com 

Edwin D. Green, Maintenance Contractor (240-447-0027)                                  edwin.green@stmarks.net 

Emily Williams Guffey, Seminarian            eguffey@vts.edu 

Lost & Found: please contact Ed Green (240-447-0027)                                     edwin.green@stmarks.net 

 

Adjunct Clergy: The Reverends Susan Flanders, William Flanders 

 
The Vestry 

 

Senior Warden  Grady B. Hedgespeth      seniorwarden.saintmarks@gmail.com 
 

Junior Warden  Michael D. Summey                                         stmarksjuniorwarden@gmail.com 
 

Class of ’15   Jim Steed, Amy Kovac-Ashley, Pamela Lacey  

Class of ‘16   Gwen Dillard, Nora Howell, Mary Thuell  

Class of ‘17   Fritz Henn, Martha Huizenga, Stephen Dalzell  

Officers   Penny Hansen, Treasurer 

    Andrew Stafford  Assistant Treasurer 

    Randy Marks, Register 

                     Jack Burton, Manciple 

    Michael Knipe, Counsel 
 
 
 

Diocesan Delegates 
 

Suella Henn          Raiford Gaffney          Joseph Tarantolo 


