
      

 

INCREASE THE POWER OF YOUR PLEDGE: 

MAKE A STOCK OR MUTUAL FUND DONATION 
 

 

Do you want to increase the monetary value of your annual pledge to St. Marks? 

If you own stock that has increased in value over what you paid for it, consider the donation of 

appreciated stock. Here is how it works.  

When you sell stock that has appreciated in value between the time of original purchase and final sale, 

you are liable for capital gains tax (15%) on the difference between the original purchase price and the 

price you receive for it at time of sale. If, however, you gift that stock to St. Marks, you pay no capital 

gains, and it will be sold by St. Marks at its new appreciated value. You are then entitled to deduct as a 

charitable donation the full appreciated value of the stock.  

For example, suppose you own a block of XYZ stock and bought it some years ago for $1,500. It is 

now worth $3,000. If you donated the appreciated stock to St. Marks, when sold by the Church’s 

broker, you would be recorded as making a charitable donation of $3,000. If you sold it yourself, you 

would pay IRS $225 in Capital Gains and realize only $2,775 in cash.  

Now is a great time to decide if donating appreciated stock to St. Mark’s makes sense for you.  As you 

review your financial portfolio for winners and losers preparatory the end of the year and tax time, 

please consider gifting stock to St. Mark’s.  Donating appreciated stock is a win for the church as well 

as for you.   

For more information on the advisability of making your pledge in whole or part in this manner, talk to 

your broker or financial advisor. Then, if you decide to donate stock, use the form on the reverse (or 

download the PDF file How to Make a Stock or Mutual Funds Donation, which can be found at 

http://www.stmarks.net/resources/financial/ways-to-pledge/).  It will provide you and your broker the 

information needed to ensure your gift reaches St. Mark’s.  Also, please contact Patricia Schans, 

Finance Manager, (202-543-0053 or patricia.schans@stmarks.net) before you make your gift; this will 

enable her to alert St. Mark’s broker to be on the lookout for your stock and to ensure you are properly 

credited as the donor.  
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