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Prelude  

 
As the procession enters the Nave, all, as able, please stand. 

 

Burial RiteBurial RiteBurial RiteBurial Rite    

Opening Hymn 208 The strife is o’er                  Victory 
 
Presider I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Holy One. 
  Whoever has faith in me shall have life, even though he die. 
  And those who have life, 
  and have committed themselves to me in faith, 
  shall not die for ever. 
 

  As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives 
  and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.  
  After my awaking, my Redeemer will raise me up; 
  and in my body I shall see God. 
  I myself shall see, and my eyes behold the one 
  who is my friend and not a stranger. 
 

  For we do not have life in ourselves, 
  and we do not become our own god when we die.  
  For if we have life, we are alive in God,  
  and if we die, we die in God. 
  So, then, whether we live or die, 
  we are God's possession. 
 

  Happy from now on 
  are those who die in the Holy One! 
  So it is, says the Spirit, 
  for they rest from their labors. 
 

  God be with you 
People And also with you. 
 
The Collect 
 

Presider Let us pray. 
People O God of grace and glory, we remember this day our brother Bill. 
  We thank you for giving him to us, his family and friends, 
  To know and to love as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage. 
  In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. 
  Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, 
  so that in quiet confidence we may continue our course on earth, 
  until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone before; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the WordThe Liturgy of the WordThe Liturgy of the WordThe Liturgy of the Word    
 
Reading         Excerpt from an unpublished manuscript Bill was writing about his work in Lewiston  
              Read by Greg Gay 
 

Mission and Church are simultaneous. Mission without Church is very difficult, if not impossible. Church without 
mission is meaningless. Mission is of the essence of the Church, not just something added on like that vapid 
word “Outreach”. The challenge to a clergyperson in this age is to create a climate where Christian community 
might occur with people who begin to understand that Bible study, worship, fellowship, stewardship, spiritual 
growth is the necessary work of preparation for the Church’s mission. The mission is to prepare persons for a 
life lived in such a way that it can invite trial, condemnation and execution. Now, that is a worthwhile challenge 
for ministry, lay or clerical: To build such faith and trust in God that a person’s life is dedicated to taking on the 
anxiety of bridging the separation between classes, races, the different, the strange, the poverty stricken, the 
helpless, the unjustly treated. Mission is to be actively critical of whatever institutions perpetuate injustice and 
cruelty on the children of God in and outside of the Church. To be a servant of the Kingdom of God is to extend 
the caring of God to all of God’s creatures.  
 
The Epistle Romans 8:31-39              Read by David Willson  
 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his 
own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any 
charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who 
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of 
Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’  
 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
Reading         Excerpt from an unpublished manuscript Bill was writing about his work in Lewiston  
               Read by Marlane Liddell 
 

I contend that, unless the churches go beyond the self-indulgence of “need-meeting” and into the drama of 
a unique service to the poor, the oppressed, the sick and damaged of our society, there is little hope for our 
society or for the churches. This is not another liberal “bleeding heart” statement perceiving the Church as 
a social agency in the conventional sense, or even in the “good works” sense. Rather it states that, without 
the process of mission, the action of service, the personal and group engagement in caring, the Church is 
simply another need-meeting group competing with other need-meeting groups for the action of the popu-
lace serving the purposes of their own growth.  
 
The Gospel Luke 4:14-21 
 

Gospeller The Gospel of Jesus according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, O Christ. 
 

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the 
surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, 
as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled 
the scroll and found the place where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed m to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” And he rolled up the 
scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 
Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 

Gospeller The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
People Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Reflections 
 

Bobbi Smith 
 

Crane Miller 
 

Peter Sherer 
 

Grae Baxter 

 

Gary Baxter 
 
The Homily                The Rector 
 
The people, as able, stand. 

The Nicene Creed 
 

  We believe in one God, 
      the Father, the Almighty, 
      maker of heaven and earth, 
      of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
      the only Son of God, 
      eternally begotten of the Father, 
      God from God, Light from Light, 
      true God from true God, 
      begotten, not made, 
      of one Being with the Father. 
      Through him all things were made. 
      For us and for our salvation 
          he came down from heaven: 
      by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
          and was made man. 
      For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
          he suffered death and was buried. 
          On the third day he rose again 
              in accordance with the Scriptures; 
          he ascended into heaven 
       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 

      He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
          and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
      who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
      With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
      He has spoken through the Prophets. 
      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
      We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
      We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
          and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People                  Read by Martha Connor-Donnelly 
 

Leader For our brother Bill, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, "I am Resurrection and I am 
  Life." 
  God, you consoled Martha and Mary in  their distress; draw near to us who mourn for Bill, and 
  dry the tears of those who weep. 
People O God, hear us. 
  

Leader You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow. 
People O God, hear us. 
  

Leader You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life. 
People O God, hear us. 
  

Leader You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our brother to the joys of heaven. 
People O God, hear us. 
  

Leader Our brother was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give him fellowship with 
  all your saints. 
People O God, hear us. 
  

Leader He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the table in your heavenly 
  kingdom. 
People O God, hear us. 
  

Leader Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother; let our faith be our consolation, and  
  eternal life our hope.  
  

Presider Father of all, we pray to you for Bill, and for all those whom we love but see no longer. Grant 
  to them eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon them. May his soul and the souls of all the 
  departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.  
 
The Peace 
  

Presider May the peace of God be always with you. 
People And also within you.  

 

All, one with another, exchange a sign of peace.  
 

    

The Liturgy of the TableThe Liturgy of the TableThe Liturgy of the TableThe Liturgy of the Table    
 
Offertory Anthem Brother James’ Air                James Leith MacBeth Bain 
             Members of the Chancel Choir        arr. Alan Bullard 
 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want: He makes me down to lie  
In pastures green; he leadeth me The quiet waters by. 
My soul he doth restore again, And me to walk doth make  
Within the paths of righteousness, E'en for his own name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through death's dark vale, Yet will I fear no ill;  
For thou art with me, and thy rod And staff me comfort still. 
My tab le thou has furnished In presence of my foes;  
My head thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows. 
Goodness and mercy all my life Shall surely follow me;  
And in my Father's heart alway My dwelling-place shall be. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Presider  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father 
  Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and comforts us with the 
  blessed hope of everlasting life. For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and 
  when our mortal body lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens.  
 

  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
  of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 

Sanctus Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
  Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory.  
  Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
  Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Presider Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 
  fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
  only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us 
  to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

  He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
  sacrifice for the whole world.  
 

  On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
  and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
  eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  
 

  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
  said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
  for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

All  Christ has died. 
  Christ is risen. 
  Christ will come again. 
 

Presider We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanks
  giving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
 

  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
  holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive 
  this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring 
  us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son 
  Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
  glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  
All  AMEN.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Presider And now, as Jesus has taught us, we pray,  
All  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
     hallowed be thy Name,  
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
    on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread.  
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
   For thine is the kingdom,  
      and the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking the Bread  
 

Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Communion  
 

Gather, one group at a time, around the altar platform. Remain until everyone has received the bread and wine and has been dis-

missed by the Presider, saying, “Go in peace.” You may consume the bread, then receive the wine by taking a sip from the chalice or 
goblet OR you may hold the bread, which will signal that you wish to intinct (dip it) into the chalice or the goblet. A non-alcoholic alter-

native to wine is offered in the plain goblet, and gluten-free crackers are available upon request.  

 
Music During Communion  
 

Hymn 661 They cast their nets           Georgetown 
 

Hymn 345 Savior, again to thy dear Name we raise         Ellers 
 
Post Communion Prayer  
 

Presider Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the spiritual food and 
  drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and have given us a foretaste of your 
  heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge 
  of our inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the 
  fullness of joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
All  Amen. 
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The CommendationThe CommendationThe CommendationThe Commendation    
 
Presider Give rest, O Christ, to your servant Bill with your saints, 
People where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 

Presider You only are immortal, the creator and maker of humankind; and we are mortal, formed of the 
  earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you created me, saying, “You are 
  dust, and to dust you shall return.” All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make 
  our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
People Give rest, O Christ, to your servant Bill with your saints, where sorrow and pain are no 
  more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 

Presider Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Bill. Acknowledge, we humbly 
  beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. 
  Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into 
  the glorious company of the saints in light. 
People Amen. 
 
Procession to the Columbarium 688 A mighty fortress is our God           Ein feste Burg 
 

 
The Committal The Committal The Committal The Committal     

 
Presider Everyone that God gives to me will come to me. I will never turn away   anyone who believes 
  in me. The One who raised Jesus Christ from the dead will also give new life to our mortal bodies 
  through his indwelling Spirit. My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also 
  shall rest in hope. You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, 
  and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

  
As the ashes are placed in the columbarium niche, the Presider says 

 

  In the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
  we commend to Almighty God our brother Bill, and we commit his ashes to this resting place. 
  Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. O God, bless him and keep him, make your face to 
  shine upon him and be gracious to him, lift up your countenance upon him and give him peace. 
All  Amen. 
 

Presider Rest eternal grant to Bill, O God; 
People And let light perpetual shine upon him. 
  

Presider May his soul, and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
People Amen. 
 

Presider Let us pray, saying together 
All  O God, whose days are without end, and whose mercies cannot be numbered: Make us, we 
  pray, deeply aware of the shortness and uncertainty of human life; and let your Holy 
  Spirit lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days; that, when we shall have 
  served you in our generation, we may be gathered to our ancestors, having the testimony 
  of a good conscience, in the confidence of a certain faith, in the comfort of a holy hope, in 
  favor with you, our God, and in perfect charity with the world. All this we ask through 
  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Blessing 
 

Presider God grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest; 
  to all the world, peace and concord; 
  and to us and every faithful servant, life everlasting; 
  and the blessing of God Almighty, 
  Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, 
  be with you and remain with you for ever.  
All  Amen.  
 
The Dismissal 
 

Presider Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Closing Hymn 287 For all the saints, vv. 1, 2, 6, 8       Sine Nomine 
 
Postlude 
 
 

�  �  � 
 

Following the service, all are invited to a reception in Baxter Hall which was dedicated by the Right Rever-
end Mariann Edgar Budde, Ninth Bishop of Washington, on September 28, 2014. Thank you to all in the St. 
Mark's community who provided the food and drinks for the reception. 
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Liturgical Leaders and Worship Participants 

 
Verger    Jan Lipscomb 
 

Greeters    Scilla Adams, Jo Ellen Hayden, George Meng   
 

Altar Guild    Mary Jo Detweiler  
 

Lay Servers    Raiford Gaffney, Marilu Sherer 
 

Bread and Wine    Lilly March and Arnold &  Lil Taylor 
 

�  �  � 
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William MacNeil Baxter was born October 5, 1923 in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Soon after, his family moved to Amherst, 
Massachusetts, where he grew up, attending the local public schools. In 1945 he graduated from Amherst College. His 
original intent had been to be a doctor, but he decided instead to go to seminary, and graduated w ith his divinity degree in 
1951. He was married to Jean Marlin Taylor and they had three daughters and one son. He served f irst as Assistant Minister 
at St. Michael and St. George Episcopal Church in Clayton, Missouri, before being called to St. Mark’s as Rector in 1954. 
 

In Washington, he took on the task of leading a small congregation in a deteriorating building. The neighborhood had lost 
population as people moved to the suburbs, a situation which also affected the parish. The Diocese conducted a study of 
St. Mark’s and determined that it w as not viable, given the loss of members, condition of the building, and lack of funds. A 
small group of faithful long-time members disagreed w ith the Bishop’s recommendation to close the church and decided 
to call a young, ambitious clergyperson to bring vitality and new vision to the parish; and so they called Bill Baxter. 
 

He immediately set about the process of building a congregation, using a variety of highly innovative techniques such as 
distributing f lyers in the neighborhood inviting “interested pagans, bored Christians, and others” to come see w hat was 
happening at St. Mark’s. He began a chancel drama cycle through which nearly a dozen churches came together to pro-
duce plays each year during Lent. Each was preceded by a potluck dinner and followed by a discussion of issues raised 
by the play. Among the churches involved was one that had a chancel dance group that later became the dance studio 
and company now housed at St. Mark’s. His challenging sermons were especially appreciated by President Lyndon John-
son and his family, who often attended St. Mark’s.  Among Bill’s  great achievement was the introduction of functional edu-
cation as the core of the parish’s Christian Education program.   
 

Bill resigned from St. Mark’s in 1966 to assume a position as Director of Public Affairs for the Peace Corps. At the end of 
the Johnson Administration in 1969, he left government service to co-found the Marriage and Family Institute in Washing-
ton, where he served until his retirement in 1984. 
 

That year he was honored with the title of Rector Emeritus of St. Mark’s, and the Capitol Hill row  house that then housed 
the parish off ices and some Christian Education functions was named Baxter House in his honor. He and his wife Jean 
moved to Portland, Maine for a retirement that was anything but dull. 
 

In the late 1980s the Bishop of Maine asked Bill to do a review of Trinity Church in Lewiston, Maine, in preparation for 
closing it down, since it was losing membership, was in a desperately poor community, and had a deteriorating building. 
Bill explained that he didn’t do parish closings, but that he would survey the situation and report back. He served as Priest-
in-Charge at Trinity for a decade, during which time he motivated the congregation to repair their building, greatly expand 
the feeding program they had been operating for their impoverished neighbors, establish a home and counseling program 
for pregnant young women, and start a work-training program that ultimately employed hundreds of low-income w orkers.  
 

Bill Baxter died in Scarborough, Maine, on August 20, 2014. His ashes will be interred in the Chapel Columbarium at St. 
Mark’s w here he is honored by the naming of the new  parish hall as Baxter Hall, and w here he will live in loving memory 
as long as there are people here to tell his story. 



 

 

  

Condolences to family and friends of Rev. Bill BaxterCondolences to family and friends of Rev. Bill BaxterCondolences to family and friends of Rev. Bill BaxterCondolences to family and friends of Rev. Bill Baxter    

 
The Reverend Baxter was priest at Trinity Church (Lew iston, Maine) during a time of transition and challenge experi-
enced by many parishes in formerly-thriving city cores. Amidst this changing civic environment, Bill envisioned fresh 
opportunities for service and engagement with the neighborhood surrounding the old English church. He worked commitedly to 
build new  partnerships for creating and sustaining an innovative back-to-w ork program as w ell as a community meals  
program w hich continues to serve and thrive to this day. Parishioners at Tr inity knew  that Bill's faith w as sustained in 
part by his deeply creative experience of friendship and service at St. Mark's in Washington D.C., a parish that remained 
generously supportive of his ministry in Lew iston. Father Bill is recalled here with respect and appreciation for his energy 
and vision, his good humor, and his contagious love of life. Warm condolences to his family and to his many friends. 
May he rest in peace.  
 

Sincerely, 
Kathryn and Thomas Tracy 
Poland Spring, Maine 



 

        
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church + Capitol Hill 

301 A Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003 
 

Mission Statement 
 
St. Mark’s is an open community, welcoming people wherever they are on their faith journey.  We celebrate 

the gifts of God that empower us to engage boldly in the struggles of life and to care for others with love, 
justice, and compassion. 
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